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India today is one of the first ten ind ustrialized countries of the world. Today we
have a good industrial infrastructure in core industries like metals, chemicals,
fertilizers, petroleum, food etc. These industries discharge several toxic
chemicals (carcinogens and mutagens) in the environment which harmfully
affect the life and create a potential health hazard in many ways. One of best
ways to minimize the effect of mutagens and carcinogens is to identify the
antimutagens (substances which suppress or inhibit the process of mutagenesis
by acting directly on the mechanism of the cell) and desmutagens (substances
which somehow destroy or inactivate, partially or fully the mutagen, thereby
affecting less population) in our diet and to increase their use (Sumnath and

Chowdary, 2010).

Against this background, in the present study antimutagenicity of
vitamin-E has been determined against mutagenic activity of acidic solution of
diethyl sulphate (DES; pH 7.41) in T. foenum-groecum using toxicity to seed
germination and seedling growth as the parametres.

Materials And Methods:- Dry pure line viable seeds of T. foenum-graecum
were surface sterilized with 0.1% ( w/v) mercuric chloride (HgCl,) solution for 3
min. The seeds were thoroughly washed with sterilized distilled water so as to
remove the traces of mercuric chloride and were pre-soaked indistilled water for
4 hat25+1°C.

The experiments were designed to have the following three sets-

(1) Control or Untreated-In this set, some of the pre-soaked seeds were kept in
distilled water for 20 hat 251°C.

(2) Treated with diethyl sulphate (DES; pH 7.41) alone- In this set, some of the
pre-soaked seeds were treated with freshly prepared four different agueous
concentrations of diethyl sulphate (0.50%, 1.00%, 2.00% and 2.50%) for a period
of 20 hat 25+1°C.

(3) Post-treated with vitamin-E - In this set, some of the treated seeds (seeds
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treated with each concentration level of diethyl sulphate) were post treated with
freshly prepared three different alcoholic concentrations of vitamin-E (0.25%,
0.50%, and 1.00%) separately, for a period of 20hat25+1°C.

For each set, 30 seeds were used and were replicated thrice. Seeds of all the
experimental sets were transferred to the sterilized petriplates containing moist
filter papers. Observations on seed germination, seedling growth and abnormal
seedlings were made regularly for a continuous period of 10 days.

Results And Discussion:- It is evident from the data depicted in Table-1 that
the treatment of T. foenum-graecum seeds with four different concentrations
(0.50%, 1.00%, 2.00% and 2.50%) of diethyl sulphate led to varying degrees of
reduction in germination percentage and formation of abnormal seedlings.
Maximum damage was caused in 2.50% DES concentration where no
germination was observed, Approximately 50% lethalityin seed germination was
recorded in the 1.00% DES treated series. Maximum number of abnormal
seedlings as well as reduction in root and shoot length was observed in 2.00%
DEStreated series. Further, the values of Karl Pearson’s coefficient of correlation
(r) depicted in Table-1, clearly indicate that decreases in the seed germination,
increase in the formation of abnormal seedlings and decline root and shoot
length were highly dose dependent.

Diethyl sulphate mutagenized seeds, post-treated with vitamin-E, led to
the improvements in seed germination, formation of normal seedlings and
decline in root/shoot injury. Seeds treated with only 2.50% concentration of
diethyl sulphate did not show any germination but surprisingly, after post-
treatment with vitamin-E, showed germination upto a maximum of 6% as well as
formation of normal seedlings upto a maximum of 9%. Maximum promotion in
seed germination (99%) was observed in 0.50% DES + 0.50% vitamin-E treated
series. However, minimum recovery in the seed germination (6%) was observed
in 2.50% DES+0.25% vitamin-E treated series, The calculated '’ at a significance
level p=0.05 for the parameters depicted in Table-1, with some exceptions, was
comparable with the tabulated 'r' values for 3 or 2 degrees of freedom (p=0.05),
hence indicating a very strong correlation between the used concentrations of
diethyl sulphate (mutagen) or vitamin-E and their effects on the seed
germination and growth of seedlings.

In the past antimutagenic potentialty of various compounds has been
tested in prokarytotic system by measuring the potential of various mutagens
before and after antimutagenic treatments (Gichner et al. 1987, kim et al. 1992,
Yoshikawa et al. 1996, Edenharder et al. 1999, Horn and Vargas 2003, Smith et al, 2004
Tangvarasittichai et al. 2005, Ghazaliet al, 2011) which also support present findings.
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Table 1: Effect of diethyl sulphate (DES; pH 7.41) alone and in combination
(post-treatment) with itamin-E on seed germination and seedlings growth in
Trigonello foenum-graecum L.

DESconcentrations  Germination Abnormal Shootlength{cm) Root length{cm)
(%) %) seedlings (%) Meant5E Meant5SE
Control 100 - 4.540.52 3.6+0.68
0.50 B0 58 3.0+0.65 1.5+0.13
1.00 49 19 2.1+0.5%9 0.9£0.07
2.00 10 85 0.5+0.029 0.4+0.01
2.50 - - - -
r\alue -0,9916* 0.0669 -0.9867* 0.8923*
DES+ vitamin-E Germination  Abnormal Shootlength{cm) Root length{cm)
{Concentrations in %) (%6} seedlings (%) MeantSE MeanSE
0.50+ Mo vitamin-E 20 58 3.0¢0.65 1.540.13
0.50+0.25 91 45 4.040.08 2.3+0.21
0.50+0.50 99 a2 4,9:0.71 3.0:0.11
0.504+1.00 28 50 3.940.67 2.5+0.12
'r'Value 0.3604 -0.3417 0.4390 0.6330*
1.00+ No vitamin-E 49 79 2.1+0.59 0.9+0.07
1.0040.25 72 65 2.9+0.17 1.5+0.29
1.00+0.50 86 52 3.5:061 2.0:0.51
1.00+1.00 75 68 31.2+0.63 2.140.78
'r'\alue 0.6342* -0.3693 0.7210*% 0.8960*
2.00+ No vitamin-E 10 85 0.50.09 0.4+0.01
2.00+0.25 20 70 1.9+0.08 0.8+£0.01
2.00+0,50 17 75 0.8£0.09 0.510.05
2.00+1.00 11 72 0.8+ 0.01 0.8+ 0.08
'r'\Value -0.1423 -0.6000 -0.1050 0.6380*

2.50+ No vitamin-E - - : .
2.50+0.25 06 91 0.6+0.08 0.4+0,05

2.50+0.50 - 5 - =
2.50+1.00 % 5 = %
'r'Value -0.2927 -0.2920 -0.2928 -0.2921

Tabulated 'r' for 3d.f at p=0.05is0.878
Tabulated 'r for4 d.f. at p=0.05i50.811
Reported values are mean +5E of 3 replicates
* Significant

r= Karl Pearson's coefficient of correlation,
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Diamond Harbour is Tourist Spot
Its natural resources of
“Hooghly River”

Pradip Giri
Research Scholar, Calcutta University, Calcutta (\West Bengal)

In the wondrous state of West Bengal in the district of South 24 Parganas lies the
spectacular spot of Diamond Harbour at the mouth of the river Hoogly. The holiday
destination of Diamond Harbour is at a distance of Forty — Eight kilometers from the
Calcutta in the South Direction. The Diamond Harbour was named so by the British of
rather renamed as Diamond Harbour by them was earlier the spot known as Hajipur. The
Diamond Harbour is a turning point for the distributaries of the Holy Ganges. The river
area Hoogly turns towards the South into the Bay of Bengal. Owing to this the river area
gets deeper and wider, Thus the big ships comfortably dock at the Diamond Harbour,

Physical Environment:-

# The Project site is located on the eastern bank of river Hoogly. Natural and
manmade embankment is Present on the eastern bank. The natural slope of the
areavarying from 1-3.5 m above m.s./L,

» Diamond Harbour is situated at the southern Part of the Ganges Dell on the bank
of River Hoogly, The areais a Diamond Harbour.

# Tourist spot its natural resources river of Hoogly.

#  As per the seismic hazard map prepared in 2006, 24 parganas (S) lies in Seismic
Zone |V, Tube wells form the major source of potable water, The Sweet water lies
in an aquifer at an average depth of 100-1200ft, below m.s.1 potable water is
also supplied by the local municipality. River, Ponds and canals form the major
Sources of Surface water,

Climate Quality:- The long monsoon season has a relatively high degree of humidity
especially from June to September. The relative humidity was above 50% but less than
85% during the study period. The visibility was approx 95-96m. During the study period
the dominant direction of wind flow was from MNorth and Morth — Westerly. The
dominant wind speed is 0.5 — 2.1 m/s calms were 48.47%. Diamond Harbour
municipalityis located on the great Gangatic delta. itsclimate is very much influenced by
the sea. The municipality has a tropical savannah type of climate, having three season
summer, monsoon and winter. The summer is hot and humid and continues from April to
June. Summer is dominated by strong south westerly monsoon winds. Monsoon arrives
in mid lun and Stays up to September. The annual mean temperature is 26.80C. The
maximum temperature after exceeds 400C. The temperature does not fall below 100C.
Maximum rainfall occurs during the monsoon in August (306mm) and the average
annual total is 1,580mm.
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Air Quality:- All the parameters (RPM, SPM, 502, Nox, He, Co) monitored over three
month (Dec-Feb) at Ten Location were within the permissible limits of standards for
residential arid as per national Ambient Air Quality standards. The 5PM level varied
within 112-214 pg/m3. The RPM Level varied from 46-188ug/m3. The So2 value ranged
from 8.0 to 12.8ug/m3. The Nox level varied from 18.6-30.7ug/m3. Hydrocarbons were
found below detection limit for most of the time with the maximum value of 386ug/m3.

Water Quality:- The BOD is 5.4 mg / L and 7.2 mg / L In high tide and low tide
respectively. Total hardness is 1890 mg / L and 336 mg / L respectively. The salinity is
10,726 and 1,267 mg / L at high and low tide respectively. The facial coli- form is 460 and
5901 mpn / 100 ml at high and low tide respectively. The total coli-formis 2 x 102 Ml and
3% 102 MPN / 100ml in high tide and low tide respectively.

Surface Water Bodies:- The Dissolved Oxygen various from 5.1mg/ Lto 6.4 mg/ L.
The BOD ranges from 3.6 mg/l to 6.1 mg/ L. The turbidity varies from 3.3mg/L to 140
mg/L in the different water bodies of the study area, The total hundreds ranges from
79.2 mg/L to 158.4 mg/L. The chloride value ranges from 30.9 mg/l to 150.4 mg/l . The
value of iron varies from 0.16 mg/| to 6.81 mg/L in the different water bodies of the
Project area. The total coli -form count varies from 5 x 104 to 1.6 x 105. The facial coli-
from count ranges from 5 x 103 MPN / 100 mi to 9 x104 MPN / 100 mi in the different
water bodies of the Project area.

Ground Water:- The Pti value ranges from 7.47 to 7.70 from to the different
sampling locations of ground water, The Turbidity is below 1 NTU is both The sites, The
Total hardness ranges from 168.3 to 207.9 mg/L The conductively varies from 958 to
1258 umho/cm. The total coli-form Count is less than 11 MPN / 100ml and the facial
Count coli-form was absent.

Soil Quality:- The Soil present at Diamond Harbour and its immediate vicinity is very
deep poorly divined, fine loamy sails occurring on level to nearly upper delta plain with
loamy Surface. The Soil is subjected to Severe flooding associated with very deep, poorly
drained, fine loamy Soils. Itis classified as fine, loamy aerie haplaquents.

River Sediment:- The sediment color of the Hoogly River bed is grey. The PH ranges
from 7.98—8.09 . The Conductivity of the sediment ranges from 2.423 to 2.701 ms/om .
Thelevel of asin the Sedimentranges from 0.11tc 0.28 mg / Kg.

Methodology:- Primary data collection from municipality------ Hotel survey-----
Analysis the existing situation of Tourism=---- Focus Group discussion with Hotel
association----- Situation analysis and problem identification and Probable proposal for
supporting tourism .
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Purpose Of This Research Paper:-

~ Diamond Harbour is a wonder full place in West Bengal. This area lies in the
district of South 24 Parganas at the mouth of river Hoogly.

# Themainreason behind the choosing of this area as my Research Paper topic, is
that, Diamond Harbour is a area with its natural resources river Hoogly, this area
have a lots of potential for Tourism, but unfortunately very little have been
done.

# Being anurban Planner of Diamond Harbour Municipality, | want to explore the
natural resources and the probable potential of this area and develop this areais
one of the important tourist spot of West Bengal to the extent possible,

Tourists Attraction Diamont Harbour:- While at the Diamond Harbour tourist
must check out the natural beauty of the place. Besides the nature at its there are the
remains of a Portuguese fort at Diamond Harbour. There are few more places of
Diamond Harbour like, Sultanpur jetty ghat , 32 kopat. Diamond Harbour is indeed a
gorgeous gateway of Gangasagar. There are almost frequent ferry services that work
between the Diamond Harbour ferry ghat and Kukrahati (which is the connecting point
of Holdia) throughout the day. Within the vicinity of the Diamond Harbour the ruined
fort and the old lighthouse can be explored. The remains of the ancient fort have a story
of their own. The Diamond Harbour used to be the stronghold of Portuguese pirates;
Raichowk is one of the nice holiday destinations for the people.

Tourist Spot in Diamond Harbour Municipality (2000-2001)

Name of Tourist spot Location in wards
1. Kallar Maths 10 Mo Ward

2. Picnic Garden 10 No Ward

3. Sultan pur jetty ghat 10 Mo Ward

4, Nsogandra bazaar 09 No Ward

5. Ice Industry 09 No Ward

6. Port 10 Mo Ward

7. Brick Industry 16 No Ward

8. Fish Collection 14 No Ward

8. No of 4 park (Hooghly River side} 9,10, No Ward
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Diamond Harbour Tourists spot depending of natural resources

MName of tourists Spot MNatural resource

1. Kallar math Hooghly river side

2. Picnic Garden Hooghly river side’s land

3. Rabindra Kanan Hooghly river side

4. Sultan pur letty ghat In Hooghly river

5. Chotonodir par Location of Hoogly river Side

6. Mogandra bazaar (Fish market) (Fish store | Dipanding of Hoogly river fish
Mo of 100)

7. Port In Hoogly river

8. Water splayed (pampiry) Total water in Hoogly river

9. lce Industry Use of Hoogly river water

10. Brick industry (26) Use of soil in Hoogly river.

11. Fish Collection center (Jelepara) In Hoogly river

12. No of 14" parking Place Hoogly river side

Problems Of Tourists Area (D.H):-
» Notproper utilization of the natural resources “Hoogly River”,

Mot properinfrastructure for developing this area as a tourist spot.

Picnic ground beautification and need to provide more public facility.

Riverside erosion protraction near the "Kallar maths”,

Mo Govt. support for promoting tourism.

Absence of any Tourism office.

Mot so much active participation from local administration,

Mo fix local transport ferry chat.

Kota'system in the Govt. Hotels.

Drainage problem in D.H Touristarea.

Pollution due to fish market in ward No-9 where the hottest are

concentrated.
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Proposals For Suporting Torism:-
# Beautification of the township by selling up fountains and status,
importing river bankand landscaping.
~ Development of children amusement park at Rabindra Kumar along
Hoogly river.
> Development of Transport System in Tourism area.
~ Strengtheningthe Hotel Association to provide a healthy environment for
the Tourist.
» Maintenance of heritage Structures fort made by the Portuguese near
river Side,
~ Development of Municipal open air auditorium for performing arts River
side beautification.
Selling up more sitting arrangement of River Side.
Conducting Handicrafts air specially in Winter.
Construction of Tourism sports on River Side.,
Construction of Tourism sportson River Side.
Construction of Guest House of ward No.—13.

Y %Y YY Y

Summary Of Findings:- In this Research Paper | have discussed the Diamond
Harbour is Tourist spot its national resources of * Hoogly River” Diamond
Harbour is a small city Situated at the Paint where river Ganges turns South, Just
before reaching the Sea. The city as such stands on the Delta region of the city,
but till the date this area is neglected from the Government eye and the local
administration also. Total No of 16 natural beautiful Tourist place in Diamond
Harbour Municipality area, all spot located of “Hoogly River” Side and main
beauty for Hoogly River. This Tourist area needs to be nature and try to extract
The Potential Probabilities. 50, Hoogly River is main natural resources of
Diamond Harbour tourist spot. In this Project try to portray little Probable
Suggestion through which this area can develop as one of the beautiful Tourist
spotin West Bengal.
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Bhaunak basin forms sub-basin of river Tapi and is located on the northern bank
of river Tapi. It is a small basin occupies a drainage area of 240.5 sq.km. It lies
between 75°302 to 75°452E longitudes and 21°5" to 21°252N latitudes covering
part of lalgaon district of Maharashtra (Fig.1). The river raises in Satpura
mountains and flows in southern direction upto village Siragad and then after
flows westerly direction and joins to river Tapi. The catchment area is occupied
by hard rock formation and alluvial formation. Formerly this area was with
excellent ground water potential but excessive withdrawal of ground water for
irrigation has depleted the rich groundwateraquifer. Anattempt has been made
in the present paper to study geomorphological aspect of the basin to know the
hydrological conditions.

Geomorphology:- The geomorphology of any river basin includes the
systematic investigation of landforms, their origin, processes and the underlined
structure. The geomorphological study of the basin also helps to know the
geohydrological characteristics of the basin like surface runoff, porocity and
permeability of rocks. Which is very important for locating ground water
potential zones of the basin,

Quality Geomorphology:- The Bhaunak basin is rectangular basin. It is
bounded by Satpura hill ranges in the north and river Tapi to the south. About 20
percent area of this basin is hilly with steep slopes. The elevation ranges
between 10.44 m to 157 m. The basin has a general slope from north to south
which is around 37 m/km. The ravins have formed along the bank of river Tapi
due to higher content of clay in flood plain depaosites.

Quantitative Geomorphology:- It is also important to study quantitative
aspects of the basin for evaluation of geohydrological potentials. The
measurement of size and form also gives information about different properties
of soils.
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Methodology:- The morphometric analysis of Bhaunak river is calculated
with the help of Hortons [1932) methodology. Survey of India topographical
maps 46, 46 on (1:50,000 scale) are used for this purpose. Slope analysis is done
by using Wenthworth's method of determining average slope of the basin. The
geomorphlogical parameters of Bhaunak basin are discussed according to (i)
Linearaspects, (ii) Areal aspects, (iii) Relief aspects.

Linear Aspects:- The length of stream channels of a given order, drainage
density, stream order, numbers, bifurcation ratio, length of overland flow etc. are
studied under linearaspects of Bhaunak river.

Stream Order:- Stream ordering is done according to the methods of Horton
{1945) and Strahaler (1964). This is useful in determining the basin dimension,
channel size and stream discharge. Method of 'stream ordering proposed by
Strahler has been followed. Bhaunak basin is a 6th order stream and indicates
geometrical features following the Horton's low of stream development. The
data regarding morphometric analysis of the basin istabulated in Table-1. Which
indicates that the present stream follows.

Table-1
Morphometric Parameters of Bhaunak River Basin

Stream Mo. of | Stream Basin | Bifurcation Length
order | Streams | length areain Ratio Ratio
in Km. sq.km.
| Nu Lu Mu/Nu+l Lu+l/Lu
[ 316 270.54 136.9 3.8 0.48
Il 83 131.14 | 186.14 4.61 53
11 18 70.17 209.4 3.6 0.51
v 5 36.48 222.52 2.5 0.59
v 2 21.62 240.3 2 0.04
VI 1 0.95 240.5 - -
Total 425 530.9

Bifurcation Ratio:-It is a ratic of the number of streams of any given order to
the number of streams in the next higher order natural drainage system are
generally characterized by bifurcation values between 2 and 5 (Strahler, 1960),
and the number varies slightly between successive order in a basin. After
calculating the number of streams in each order bifurcation ratio is determined
and is given in a Table no 1. A graphical representation of the relationship
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between stream order and log of stream number is plotted which show a linear
relationship (Fig.1).

Length Ratio:- Length of streams for all orders was measured with the help of
map measurer. The total length of each order of stream and its mean length was
calculated. The relation of stream order to mean stream length shows a linear
relationship Table No. 1. The stream length is related with surface flow and
discharge.

Length of Overland flow:- If the intensity of rainfall is more than the
infiltration capacity of the soil the surface water flow to a certain distance before
reach a stream as a over land flow. This distance of travel by surface water Is
known as length of overland flow. If the slope of the ground is gentle and
formations are permeable the volume of water reaching the channel will be less.
So the higher value of overland flow indicates poor permeability of the
formations. It istaken to be approximately half the reciprocal of drainage density.
The length of overland flow for the Bhaunak river basinis 0.22 km.

Areal aspects of the basin
Basin Shape:- The shape of a basin affects the stream discharge and total
volume of rainwater. The Bhaunak basin has elongated shape. It can be well
expressed byanareal aspectlike form factor. Itisa ratio between watershed area
tothe square of length of watershed. The value of the form factor for the basin is
0.425.
Circularity Ration:- According to Miller (1953) the basin circularity ratio is the
ratio of the watershed area to the area of a circle having the some parameter as
the parameter of the watershed. The Bhaunak river has a circularity ratio 0.591
indicating a moderately compact nature.
Elongation Ratio:- According to Schumm (1956) elongation ratio is the ratio
of the diameter of the circle of the same area as the basin to the maximum
length. Thisratio has been calculated by using the following formula.
Elongation (E) =Diameter of circle with same area as basin / Basin Length
The value of the elongation ratio for the basin is 0.76 which indicates that the
basinisovershaped.

Relief Aspects
Slope Analysis:- The slope analysis of Bhaunak river basin has been done with
the help of Wenthwords average slope method. In the slope map (Fig.7) of the
basin one can see that the maximum slope found in the northern part of the
basin. The maxslope is 24° and is noticed in the north western part of basin, The
southern part of the basin has gentle slope.
HypsographicStudy:- It is a study of percentage of area included in to different
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altitude group. From the hypsographic curve it is clear that near about 76% area
of the water-shed falls between 300 and 180 m above msl (Fig.6).

Hypsometric Study:- It is the study of two ratios thatisa/a and h/H where a is the
area enclosed by given contour and A is the total area. Whereas h is height of
contour above base and H is the maximum watershed relief. The values have
been calculated and plotted on agraph (Fig.6). The median value is 0.26 indicates
that the basinis mature.

Conclusion:-Bhaunak river is a 6th order stream following all the Hortonian laws.
Hypsometric curve indicates that the basin has reached mature stage of drainage
development. The river basin indicates variation in drainage pattern whichisa
result of the basin lies partly in hard rock terrain and partly in a alluvial fill
depression.

Location Map
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Violence against women is prevalent in almost every society in some form or
other. In the patriarchal social structure women are subordinated, silenced and
marginalized by the weapon of viclence. In the society women's issues are
invisible. From the mother's womb to the graveyard a woman face all kinds of
violence in her lifetime. Society accepts the violence against women as a private
affair and did not intervene to stop this. Violence against women has been used
as a means to maintain the patriarchal social structure. The socialization and the
patriarchal social structure made the women passive objects who silently suffer
all the physical mental torture, In some cases although a woman is beaten up by
her husband, she assumes that her husband is right. According to patriarchal
norms a woman is seen as the property of her male relatives, specially her
husband, She is not visualized as an individual with her own rights and duties.
Family matters are considered as personal and not considered as social affairs.
But femninist thinking from sixties highlights the fact that where a woman's rights
areconcernad “The personal is the political”.

Viclence against women is a viclation of human rights. Freedom from the
threat of harassment, battering, and sexual assault is a major step required for
the implementation of women's rights. Violence is deeply imbedded in many of
our cultures and our lives, As patriarchy gives women only a secondary place a
stormy backdrop—Emergency, the International Women's Year and the report of
CSWI| (Committee on the Status of Women in India) = led to the formation of new
autonomous wormen's groups, infusing women's activism with a fresh energy
and resolve. Violence against women became the rallying point for mobilizations
on a scale that faded away in the following decades - mobilizations hinging on
protestsagainst rape, dowry and dowry deaths.

Viclence against women is not a myth but a reality. The Preamble to the
1993 United Mations declaration on the Elimination of violence against women
clearly locates the root of gender—based viclence in "Historically unequal power
relations between men and women, which have led to domination over and
discrimination against women by men and to the prevention of the full
advancement of women, recognizing that violence against women is one of the
crucial social mechanisms by which women are forced into a subordinate
position compared with men.’

According to the definition of United Nations violence against women is
“any act of gender based viclence that results in or likely to result in physical,

79-86 Shodh Shree / April-June 2013 / ISSN 2277-5587



BO Lopamudra Patra

sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such
acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or
private life.”

According to The United Mations Declaration on the Elimination of
Viclence against Women, General Assembly Resolution, December 1993:
“Violence against women is a manifestation of historically unequal power
relations between men and women, which have led to domination over and
discrimination against women by men and to the prevention of the full
advancerment of women..."

The 1993 Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women
noted that this violence could be perpetrated by assailants of gender, family
members and even the "State" itself.

Violence against women is partly a result of power politics of gender
relations that assumes men to be superior to women. Given the subordinate
status of women, much of gender viclence is considered normal and enjoys
social sanction. Manifestations of violence include physical aggression, such as
blows of varying intensity, burns, attempted hanging, sexual abuse and rape,
psychological violence through insults, humiliation, coercion, blackmail,
economic or emotional threats, and control aver speech and actions. (Adriana,
1996).

The problem of violence against women has been there from the beginning
of the humanity. There are many forms of violence against women, for example:
female foeticide, female infanticide, Bride burning, dowry murder and torture,
wife battering, abduction, eve teasing, verbal abuse or verbal rebukes, sati
pratha{Burning of a widow on the funeral pyre of her dead husband), witch
hunting, honour killing etc.

Violence against women has been clearly defined as a form of gender
discrimination. The world Human Rights Conference held in Vienna, in 1993 first
recognized gender-based vioclence as a human rights violation. Radhika
Coomaraswamy identifies different kinds of viclence against women, in the
United Nation's special report, 1995, on Violence against Women:

(a) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family,
including battering, sexual abuse of female children in the household, dowry
related violence, marital rape, female genital mutilation and other traditional
practices harmful to women, Non spousal violence and violence related to
exploitation.

{b) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the
general community, including rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and
intimidation at work, in educational institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in
women and forced prostitution.

(e) Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or condoned
by the state, wheneverit occurs.
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The fourth conference of women in Beijing, 1995 has defined “violence
against women as a physical act of aggression of one individual or group against
another or others. Violence against Women is any act of gender-based violence
which results in, physical, sexual or arbitrary deprivation of liberty in public or
private life and viclation of human rights of women in situations of armed
conflicts.”

The United Mations report underlines that domestic violence against
women should be classified as a human rights violation. There are 2 reasons for
this. “The first is the fact that a large number of women are seriously ill treated,
sometimes ina manner which would be seen as cruel, inhuman and degrading or
even as torture-if carried out by the state agents. The second reason is the
recognition that not only individuals but also the authorities do have a
responsibility. They should take determined action to prevent such ill treatment,
to investigate every credible report about viclations and to prosecute the
perpetrators.”

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) Delhi reports of 1994 has referred
to “crime against women"” under two categories ; (1) crimes under the Indian
Penal Code, and (2) crimes under the local and special lawsThe Bureau has
identified seven crimes in the first category and four crimes in the secondary
category of crimes. The seven crimes against women under the India Penal Code
are : (1) rape, (2) kidnapping and abduction,(3) homicide for dowry, (4) torture
{physical and mental), (5)molestation, (&) eve-teasing; and (7) importation of
girlsup to 21 vyears of age, while the four crimes under the local and special laws
are: (1) commission of Sati, (2) dowry prohibition , (3) immoral traffic, and (4)
indecent representation of women.

According to the cases of criminal violence against women obtained from
the records complied by the Ministry of Home Affairs, the police Research
Bureau, and the National Institute of Social Defence, crimes against women have
been constantly increasing every year. Every year about 11,000 rapes, 21,000
molestations, 12,000 kidnappings, 20,000 cases of torture, 10,000 cases of eve-
teasing, and 5,000 cases of dowry deaths take place in India. In 1994 the number
of different cases recorded were: torture ; 25,946 ;: molestation : 24,117 ; eve-
teasing : 10,496 ; kidnapping and abduction : 12,998 : rape :12,351,and dowry
death : 4,935,

Of the total crimes against women under the IPC every year(about
80,000),25 percent are torture cases , 27 percent are molestation cases ,13
percent eve -teasing cases, 15 percent are kidnapping and abduction cases, 14
percent are rape cases, and 6 percent are dowry death cases, 14 percent are rape
cases,and 6aredowry death cases.

As regards crimes under the local and special laws in 1993, 12,426 cases
were recorded under the Immoral Traffic (prevention) Act, 1956, 2,679 cases
under the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 and five cases under the Sati {prevention)
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1987 act. In 1994 the number of cases recorded were: Immoral Traffic
Act:7,547,Indecent Representation Of Women Act 1986 :345 and sati Act:2.

Rape:- According to Medical Dictionary, rape is forced sexual intercourse;
sexual assault; sexual intercourse between an adult and a minor. Rape may be
heterosexual (involving members of opposite sexes) or homosexual (involving
members of the same sex). Rape involves insertion of an erect penis or an
inanimate object into the female vagina or the male anus. Legal definitions of
rape may also include forced oral sex and other sexual acts.

Crime in India 1992, reports that Age wise, “the percentage of victims of
rape is highest in the age group of 16 to 30 years (64%) while victims below 10
yvears account for about 3 percent, victims between 10 and 16 years account for
about 20 percent, and victims above 30 years account for about 13 percent.” Itis
not only the poor girls who became rape victims but even the employers
belonging to the middle class are sexually humiliated by theiremployers. Women
inmates in jails are raped by the superintendents, women crime suspects by the
police officers, women patients by hospital personnel, maid-servants by their
masters, and women daily wage-earners by contractors and middle-men. Even
physically challenged and women beggars are not spared. Women who come
from the lower- middle class and who are the main bread winners of their
families bear sexual abuse quietly and without protest. Even if children who are
being raped are not less in the number, the statistics of the children raped is
surprisingly shocking in India.

Sexual Harassment at work place:- Bhanwari Devi a Saathin of a
development program run by the state government of Rajasthan, fighting against
child and multiple marriages in villages, tried to stop child marriage of Ramkaran
Gujjar's infant daughter who was less than one year old. The marriage took place
nevertheless, and Bhanwari earned the ire of the Gujjar family. Gujjar family got
infuriated by her interference, and on September 1992 five men including
Ramkaran Gujjar, gang raped Bhanwari. Unable to get justice, women groups had
filled a petition in the supreme court of India, under the name of, 'Vishakha',
asking the court to give certain directions regarding the sexual harassment that
women face at the workplace. The result is the Supreme Court judgment, which
came onthe 13thaugust 1997, and gave the Vishakha guidelines.

This was the case, which bought sexual harassment at workplace into
public notice. The petitioners wanted assistance in suitable methods for
realization of the true concept of “gender equality”; and to prevent sexual
harassment of working women in all workplaces through judicial process and to
fill the vacuum in existing legislation. The Supreme Court held that, "each
incidence of sexual harassment of women at workplace results in violation of the
fundamental rights,” “gender equality” and the "right to life and [iberty." [t was a
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clear violation of the articles 1, 15 and 21of the constitution. Gender equality
includes protection from sexual harassment and right to work with dignity, which
is universally, recognized Human Right. From the viewpoint of the Supreme Court
it took this case quite seriously as it understood the gravity of the situation. The
Supreme Court took assistance from the then solicitor general of India to
formulate certain guidelines and norms to help working women against sexual
harassment. These guidelines were formulated since the then civil and penal
laws in India did not adequately provide for specific protection of women from
sexual harassment in workplace and that enactment of such legislation would
take considerable time.

Dowry deaths:- According to the dowry prohibition act, 1961"dowry " means
any property or valuable security given or agreed to be given either directly or
indirectly-By one party to a marriage to the other party to the marriage; or By the
parents of either party to a marriage or by any other person. Though the dowry
Prohibition Act, 1961 has banned the practice of dowry but in reality all that law
does is to recognize that the problemn exists. It is virtually unheard of for a
husband or his family to be sued for insisting on taking a dowry. As a modest
estimate, the figure of deaths in India due to non payment or partial payment of
dowry could be placed around 5,000 for one year. “The increase in the incidence
of dowry offences is evident from the fact that 1,912 cases of dowry deaths in
1987 there were 4,215 cases in 1989,4,836 in 1990,5,157 in 1991,4,962 in
1992,5,817 in 1993,and 4,935 in 1994."The number of cases of cruelty by the
husband and in-laws was reported to be 25,946in 1994 asagainst 11,603 in 1983,

The dowry prohibition Act 1961 was amended in 1984,1985 and
1986.Dowry deaths constitute a special category of death that was for the first
time defined in a section introduced into the Indian Penal Code(IPC). In
1986,Section304(B) stipulates that death of a woman within seven years of her
marriage by burns or bodily injury with evidence of cruelty or harassment by her
husband or his relatives in connection with a demand for dowry is 'dowry death’
and punishable with imprisonment for not less than seven years.

Women's rights are human rights:- Women's rights are human rights and
violation of women'srights is the violation of womenrights. Thisisaslogananda
belief, which reflects the unity of women in terms of the situation around the
world. This idea focuses on two things. One that in discussion of all issues from
poverty to development and from health and education to empowerment and
peace, reference to women is necessary. All such discussion must have a gender
perspective as they affect both men and women, thought women are affected
much more severely. Two, that there are specific gender issues, like violence
against women that require specific attention of one and all and need to be given
a space. The United Nations defines human rights as those rights, which are
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inherent in our nature and without which we cannot live as human beaings. They
are rights which enable people to fully develop and utilize their innate qualities,
such as intelligence and talents and to satisfy deeper needs such as spirituality.
Human rights are the foundations for a quality of life in which each individual's
inherent dignity and worth will receive due respect and protection.

Human right is a dynamic concept and endeavors to adopt itself to the
needs of the day. For this reason, the definition and understanding of the term
depend much on the condition and opinions prevailing in the given society at a
given time and it attains new dimension with the march of history. Since the
socio-economic environment with which the question of human rights is
intrinsically keep changing, so do the form and content of human rights. Hence,
what constitute human rights cannot be spelt out in absolute terms for all times
and all situations.

The "Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women" adopted by United Nations in 1967 was one of the earliest and most far
reaching achievements in regard to women's status, According to this convention
‘discrimination against women' is a violation on the basis of sex of human rights
and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, and civil or
any other field (Article1).The article is based on the principle of equality between
men and women. This convention, which came into force on 3 September 1981,
has as of 31 may 1996, been ratified by 152 U.N. member states including India.

One of the glaring example of viclation of hurman rights isthe judgment of
the Rajasthan high court in late 80's ,in the case of practice of 'sati’, where Roop
Kanwar, was burnt alive along with her deceased husband. No doubt, the culprits
had been immediately arrested as an eyewash, but ultimately all of them were
acquitted on the grounds that “there had been no eye witness” despite the
gruesome and cold-blooded murder taking place openly in the public. The
subsequent judgment that favoured the culprits stated that, “There must be
respect for people's sentiments”, i.e., the sentiments of those who believed in
their religious rights. This was one of the worst precedents for even cold-blooded
murder being justifies in the name of religion and culture, denying a worman even
herfundamental right to survive in this world.

Incidents of dowry deaths and other forms of damestic violence have
increased over the last few years despite the amendments in dowry, rape and
laws to curb these violence. Sexual harassment, within the family, society and
workplace continue unabated. Violence and its perpetuation are often related to
conflicts of caste, class, ethnicity, communalism, fundamentalism and terrorism,
which cumulatively have a negative impact on women.

Other forms of violence are trafficking in women and girls and custodial
violence perpetuated by law enforcing agencies. There are other more latent and
unquantifiable aspects of aggression namely emotional viclence and other
forms of cruelty namely foeticide, infanticide denial of food to girl child.
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The denial of control over one's body is yet another example of the
gender violation. Most of the women are still denied freedom to control their
own fertility because of ignorance, religious prohibition or husband's desire. The
serious fallout of this denial is the impact it has on her health and life expectancy.
Denial of sexual and reproductive rights-including free choice with regard to
pregnancy and child bearing, combined with widespread discrimination and
violence against women, amount to massive violation of human rights.

India has an elaborate system of laws to protect the rights of women.
There have been many obstacles to the realization of women's human rights in
India is elsewhere. It is observed that both religion and cultural patterns are
deeply rooted in the tradition of its communities, and confine women largely to
the home or to 'invisible activities'. This has an important impact on social and
legal status of women in India. These obstacles are extremely controversial
subjects or reforms. Examining them often directly challenges the traditional
roles of women in society, and may prove particularly uncomfortable for those
who benefit from women's subordination. The religious sanction and traditional
cultural values safeguards the interests of patriarchy which operates through
family norms, state policies and laws to keep women in avulnerable position.

The government is unable to enforce the laws especially in area where
culture is deeply rooted. In reality, there is as 'visible gap' between the law as it
stands and the law as it operates, which is regularly marked by incidents of
overwhelming injustice .the inequities that occur in its daily works is a gap that
should be closed, if equal justice for all is to become a reality in a country
governed by rule oflaw.

Women's oppression today, then has to be seen in a whaolistic
perspective, according to which “what links sati with dowry deaths, female
foeticide, sexual harassment, sexual crimes is the fact of woman being regarded
as non entity, a non-person” with no identity except that bestowed on her as
some man's daughter, sister, wife, mother etc .These very forms of oppression of
women are rotten fruits delivered by the vicious and decadent tree of Indian
patriarchy”.A UN resolution designated November 25th as International Day for
the Elimination of Vielence against Women.

Conclusion:- This ever widening spectrum of violence against women,
especially dowry has come to symbolise the ultimate devaluation of women
particularly in the context of the virulent culture of consumerism and
materialism that is consuming all our lives. The violence in domestic spheres is
occurring within the four wall of the home. So, it is not an easy task to identify
violence and punish the culprit until and unless the victim herself did not open
har mouth. The law too has failed to stem this rising tide of violence. The reasons
are multiple and complex. They think that it s their personal matter. But thing is
that “personal is political”. One should fight against the oppression that they are
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facing as well as against the oppression of women in general, It is only through
the painful struggle in the personal lives that one can emerge strong enough to
fight oppression at a wider level. Male power and male-dominated institutions
are the main institutions which oppress the women. Women are the victims of
patriarchy. One should break the silence to come out from the viclence. The
language and metaphor of justice it seems to be a fatal casualty in this gendered
battle for rights and empowerment.
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Diversity categories the great majority of the countries in the world, and that
with the end of the cold war and bipolar international order , identitarian claims
of ethnic. Cultural and religious groups are becoming stronger, are well-known
facts. Such developments, which sometimes lead to conflictual situations and
tragedies, seriously challenge the States, which respond to it through different
policies, which range from assimilationism and integrationism, to differentialism.
The latter, not always intentionally conceived, involves indirect exclusion,
implicit in social, economic, cultural and institutional practices, as well as active
exclusion, which may go as far asapartheid and genocide.’

How can egalitarian multiculturalism be prevented from becoming
hierarchical? How must it be prevented from turning authoritarian? How may its
liberal content be retained? How can a multicultural society formulate its laws
that recognize cultures but prohibit the moral devaluation of individuals and
restriction of their autonomy? How can it do so when multiculturalism also
requires that proper respect be accorded to those social practices that combine
traditional wisdom with oppression of individuals? Can we reconcile the conflict
between future generations and the autonomy of individuals living now? It is
true that individuals need larger narratives within which to fit their own life-
plans, with the help of which to tell life-stories. It is equally true that such
narratives are provided by collective identities. Given this, do individuals still
have the options of choosing which features are part of the collective dimension
of their identities? These are some of the dilemmas that have been faced by
state's policy towards multiculturalism.

Many modern states have survived on certain conceptual constructions
of their polities. India is not an exception in this regard, although in every case
these constructions are organized in a specific way. they include notions of
nation-state, separation of religion and state, rule of law and the understanding
that the states are the sole legitimate actors in the international arena. It has
reduced vast masses particularly those bounded in as creative identities to
silence. Where the understanding of the state has run into troubled waters with
the self understanding of communities, the state, by privileging its
understanding, has attempted to suppress the expression of communities if it
has not succeeded in subordinating them. The institution of civil society has been
actively mobilized to watch over expressions of identities that do not time up
with the reasons of the state.
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At the same time, under the name of equality of rights, most of these
states have taken overboard a specific identity or set of identities as normal
although the formal expressions of the state may not acknowledge the same.
Therefore, when communities make a clam our for a space for themselves in a
polity, they might confront not merely the state but also the identity cushioned
underthe state.

Multiculturalism relativisms the nation and does not subscribe that the
nation is a state. It sees the state as made of many nations or communities or
conceives the nation as made of myriads of communities and identities where
the former is in constant dialogue with the latter. It was poor wisdom to sanitize
the public fromthe expression of identities and communities.

Contrary to the earlier theories on the declining importance of ethnicity,
it is argued that the contemporary processes of modernization and globalization
are actively contributing to the growing importance of ethnicity and the
increased significance of communitarian ties.” What is frequently under-
theorised in this type of analysis is the role of the state and the capabilities of
social policy to intervene in this process so as to reduce the potential for conflict.

In India, identities have asserted themselves in-spite of attempting to de-
legitimize them for reasons of the nation-state. Infact, the nation has tried to
shove off these identities from being contenders claiming equality with itself, to
thatofthe electoral arena. Worst still it has named them asinterest groups.

Against co-option and displacement, identities and communities have
launched struggles for recognition. In reality, certain communities have resorted
eventoarmed struggle to assert theirautonomous identity.

As a matter of fact, quite often, culture and tradition cannot be seriously
appreciated when the nation-state attempts to encapsulate them and drive
themn to take up oppositional forms or highly pauperized expressions such as
being interest groups. Given that cultures and communities are plural and
differentiated, if the nation state becomes cozy with any one of them, it
immediately leads to the accusation that the state was communal. Indian state
has often come under such accusation.

Inacountry like India, a multicultural approach will reorder issues like the
Uniform Civil Code, the insurgent movements in the north-east, the Kashmir
gquestion, the Hindutva movement, the conversion controversy etc. which the
nation state has not been able to engage with any degree of satisfaction.
Multiculturalism is a policy of nation-state in relation to its cultural minorities. A
multicultural state would recognize at least limited rights of self-determination
for minorities within a state. Thus, policies towards federal units and regions, the
contours of concerns expressed in backward class and dalit movements are likely
to witness major transformations. Similarly, the conflict between religious
communities may undergo a change of focus.
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Multiculturalism As Framework Of State Policy

In India, the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992 not only shook the
secular foundations of the country, but also brought into sharp focus the larger
issues of whether or not people belonging and deeply committed to different
religious faiths can live together. This revived debates on secularism, minority
rights and multiculturalism, which within socio-political theory mostly revolved
around the relationship between state and various religious communities.

The mainissues and theoretical debates, which a verge from them, are as
follows:

» Firstissue isthe Indian governments' official policy of secularism.

# The second issue pertains to the accusations leveled till recently by the
Hindu right on the Indian government of indulging in pseudo-secularism
i.e., pampering the Muslim community and leaving untouched their
personal laws (while interfering and amending personal laws of Hindu
community). The Hindu right has also been demanding the
implementation of the Uniform Civil Code.

# The third issue is of personal laws and its implications for gender
relations. This is a very important issue on which a lot of debate is going
on in the left, secular and feminist circles. Related to it is the question of
reforms in personal laws from within communities or with state
intervention- an issue, which leads to reviewing of the complex
relationship between state, citizenship and communities.
Itisapparentthat the doctrine of secularism has been subjected to unfair

criticism both by communitarian theorists as well as the Hindu right. One needs
to understand the circumstances, which shaped the government's policies on
secularism. First the formation of the Indian nation state was an outcome of the
partition of the subcontinent into India and Pakistan. Second, a sizeable
proportion of the Muslim population, mostly from the poorer sections, chose to
stay back in India. Third, the Hindu community had for centuries suffered from
caste and gender-based discriminations and injustice and reform of these
practices was in the agenda of the nationalist leaders even during the struggle
against British colonial rule.

Given these circumstances, it is evident that secularism had to be
implemented in a certain manner. On the question of reforms brought out within
Hindu religion, given the caste and gender discriminations rampant within the
majority community for centuries, it became imperative on the nationalist
leaders to bring out reforms in those areas which denied basic human dignity and
self esteem such as denial of temple entry to the untouchable castes, early
marriage of fermale children, pollution rules impinging on lower castes and
women etc. so it is highly unfair to cricise the Indian state for not remaining
neutral. Neutrality on the part of state, does not identify the outcome, that is, the
outcome of its interventions should not be identical for both groups.
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The issue of reform in personal laws has generated a lot of controversies
in India. Personal laws are unfortunately utilized for marking out group
boundaries and any move for reforms are perceived as threats to a community's
identity. Women become the unfortunate victims of the process as personal laws
of most religions discriminate against women.

The turning point in the debate on gender justice was the famous Shah
Bano case of 1985 in which the Supreme Courtinalandmark judgment granted a
small maintenance allowance to Shah Bano- a 73 year old divorcee, The apex
court ruled that criminal laws override personal laws and are applicable to all,
including Muslim women. The judgment created a big political furor and to
assuage the feelings of large section of Muslim community, the then Rajiv Gandhi
government enacted a legislation- The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on
Divorce) Bill, 1986- to explicitly exclude Muslim women from the purview of the
Criminal Procedure Code, to which all citizens otherwise have recourse.

The controversy around the judgment and the public as well as the
parliamentary debate tended to focus on the conflict between the right of the
religious minority to cultural autonomy and to a separate civil code as an
important guarantee of its identity on the one hand, and the claims of the state
legitimized through representative institutions to articulate the common good
onthe other.

The critics ignored the important question of women's rights, which
remained confined to feminists and the leftists-parties. The Muslim leadership
focused on the legal issues that linked woemen and family to Islamic legal identity
and defended the definition of the Muslim community as a legal entity. The
government defended the legislation on the ground that it confirmed to the
wishes of the Muslim community and should therefore be conceded irrespective
of the opinion of other communities or society, atlarge.

In the past it was wars between nation-states that were the cause of
destruction and displacement of populations. Today it is ethnic conflicts that
have their roots within the nation-state that are yielding the same result.’ The
guestion which arise is as follows: Why is there such unwillingness on the part of
large sections of the minority community to the idea of internal reforms and
what are the ways out of this impasse? What should be the preferred mode of
initiation of change, that is, internal reforms from within the community or
reforms through state interventions? That if communities were to self governing,
what will prevent them from trying to be self-legislating patriarchies : and from
continuing to hand power to mullahs, priests, pundits and other chosen
interpreters?

There were many different reasons for these conflicts. In some cases, it
was the desire to access socially and economically valued goods, and to share
political power, while in other cases the very basis of the formation of the nation-
state and the ordering of its boundaries was being questioned.’ The presence of
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unwillingness is because their commitment is, to a large extent, governed by the
highly defensive function that ethnic groups find it particularly difficult to make
a substantial and sustained criticism of ethnic doctrine, leaving them susceptible
forexploitation by the absolutist movements, Either way, communities that were
in @ minority were seeking recognition and some degree of self-determination.
They were asserting difference and on that basis seeking some sort of
accommodation and autonomy, They could recognize claims for political
participation and equal civil and political liberties but other forms of
accommodation seemed unacceptable. This was primarily because the nation-
state had been conceived as a political community with a shared history and
culture. Giving up this sense of common identity seemed therefore, to be a
challenge to the existence and survival of the nation-state.

Many seculars are skeptical on the issue of minority communities
initiating reforms from within and bringing about those reforms through debate
and a democratic process. This is because it is first, not clear how such self-
governing democratic institutions will emerge spontaneously from within
minority communities. Second, historical experience shows that often,
conservative forces take charge of group leadership especially if there are
perceived threat to the community.

It is not just a question of reform of personal laws from within the
community or of reforms through state intervention. The issue is of
acknowledging the presence of multiple patriarchies and therefore an issue of
the inalienable rights of ethnicities cutting across religions, castes, class, regions,
sects etc.

Cultural identity was bought in on the ground that the state can never be
completely neutral. Even though the liberal state claims to be neutral between
different conceptions, it has certain laws/policies relating to such issues as
language, marriage, suicide, euthanasia- issues on which it invariably reflects the
views of the dominant majority. Other communities are expected to confirm to
the prevailing norms even when their cultural self-understanding differs from
this. But what is important is that it places these minority communities at a
disadvantage. The dominant culture that prevails in the public arena also at times
actsasaninhibiting force, keeping the minorities out of the public domain.’

Recognition of community differences and accommodating aspirations
of diverse ethnicities/identities in the framework of nation state have come to be
seen as important aspect of a genuine democratic polity. The classical notion of
liberal democracy, though respected, cultural differences recognized them only
as a matter of individual rights. However, this recognition of individual rights did
not produce social among the members of different communities. Communities
which had been victims of social discrimination in the past continued
disadvantaged, and were unable to compete with the rest of the society. It was in
recognition of this fact that 'state’ began to take the question of equality among
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the historically evolved cultural groups and religious communities seriously.
Multiculturalism came to be viewed as a possible way of dealing with the
problem of equality among groups and communities. As a framework of state
policy it recognized cultural differences and community identities as politically
significant realities and advocated for their participation in the functioning of
political processascollective agents.

In the third world societies like India, where the post-colonial states have
been pursuing the path of modernization and development, the question of
community identity has been brought to the centre stage by recent political
debates and social movements. The homogenizing tendencies that are
unleashed by modern technologies and the market could also dis-empower
certain groups and communities, further marginalizing their position in the local
and the national power structure.

The policy issue boils down to question: under what conditions can
nation adopt which kind of policies with the least harm resulting to the most
people? Does multiculturalism necessarily result in a nation characterized by
hostile camps populated by people who despise one another?

Further, why is state financing for minority cultural activities a staple for
the multicultural programme? One answer is that earmarked money generates
rents which can be appropriated by cultural entrepreneurs. Some cultural
entrepreneurs will be content to live off the income that can be derived from
writing grant applications for organizations, lobbying on their behalf and
administering programme grants. Others with greater ambitions will court
visibility and build up an organizational nucleus as a way of launching themselves
into a wider sphere as ethno-cultural politicians. Either way, there are direct
beneficiaries of the multicultural pork-barrel.

A politics of recognition by state would not only give public recognition to
different identities but also try to ensure the conditions in which people could be
true to their nature and their vision of the good. Indian state therefore provides
the condition in which people and groups can pursue authenticity. Both the
politics of equal rights and the politics of difference uphold non-discriminative
policies although non-discrimination would be interpreted differently in each
casa.

But in Indian nation-state, if certain minority culture in a society does not
share the liberal belief in equal rights and neutral procedures, the imposition of
these values on them would amount to cultural discrimination even though
equal rights were granted. This may seem a reasonable position to adopt but by
working with a simplified notion of cultural difference and excluding discussion
of socio-economic dimensions of identity formation, the way could be opened up
for new farms of cultural discrimination by states and for creation of minorities
within minorities.

In India, where cultural difference has often been equated with religious
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difference, prioritsing the goal of cultural survival could have led to more dubious
implications for groups which perceive themselves as part of the cultural
religious majority and their relationship with minority groups and fractions
within them. Moreover, it simplifies the contentious issue of defining cultural
difference inasociety.

Politics Of Multicultural Groups:- Multiculturalism acknowledges the
freedom of all members of society to preserve, enhance and share their cultural
heritage. Each cultural group within a polity constitute as source of value for its
members, and that the value of different groups are incommensurable. On this
view, a society with a single set of rules applying to all its members is bound to be
oppressive to cultural minorities, because the rules will simply reflect the culture
of the minority. Thus, results into politics by various communities to ensure
members are able to control public policies affecting them, either by having
political power devolved on them or by being granted some kind of special status
in relation to the process by which policies are formulated. Thus political
disagreements stem from differing ideas among citizens about the direction to
be taken infuture by their society.

The character of the national political culture has not been the area of
major dispute and it is not envisaged that multicultural policies would
necessitate serious changes in it, Disputes have generally been about granting
greater recognition to the contribution of minerity group and the issue of how to
ensure equal respect forthe minority cultures.

Moreover, in a constitutional state the neutrality and inclusiveness of
official interpretations of the national culture, has always been challenged by
those who feel, that their self-understanding and identity have been excluded. In
India, liberal values have aiso been challenged by cultural groups through non-
liberal interpretations of the national culture. Certain groups advance the theory
that in the absence of a framework of liberal democratic institutions and respect
for basic human rights, a politics of difference could be used to generate
repression rather than respect for minorities.

Another criticism forwarded by them has been that in India, the myth of
an original, indigenous, authentic culture which has evolved seamlessly inspite
of challenges by cultural groups, has been very insidious by granting cultural
minorities recognition in the public sphere because the discourse of
multiculturalism has worked with a particular model of a cultural community as
integrated by shared beliefs and practices, perhaps language, or religion or
ethnicity and multicultural policies could strengthen separate identities rather
than bringing people together.

Another challenge has been drawn on the distinction to criticize the
arrangement made in the Indian constitution regarding the rights of minority
religious communities.They oppose the policy of equal rights and non-

Shodh Shree / April-lune 2013 ISSN 2277-5587



a4 Dr. Shikha Sharma

discrimination which is embedded in the constitution as also attempts to limit
religion to the private sphere and argue that such secularism is not only
inappropriate for Indian society but has proved disastrous in practice and given
the non-dogmatic and non-institutionalized character of Indian religions the
attempt to keep religion out of the public sphere is not likely to be successful.
Certain groups fear that it may also lead to attempts by the majority religion to
dominate minorities,

They see threats to tolerance coming from the nation-state, from
modernity and from westernized Indians who wish to impose alien values on the
society. It is possible that in that situation giving cultural or religious communities
political recognition may have the opposite effect to recreating the tolerance.
They have therefore advocated recognition for communities, and
decentralization of powers to them. They should be free to evolve theirown rules
regarding the autonomy of members,

Suggestions:-

The challenge for multiculturalism policy is not only to recognize and
celebrate diversity but also to make sure that it is creating an inclusive society,
one without barriers, that is defined by constantly evolving intercultural
relationships not by a “we-they"” dichotomy.”

While talking about suggestions for dealing with the whole politics of
diversity arising out of the complex interrelationship between the state, religious
communities and multiple cultures, it can be that the new common laws would
have to move in three directions: encourage religious diversity, establish
inalienable rights for all ethnic groups, as well as finding ways of dealing with the
diversities of patriarchies.

If the common laws are to be based on an understanding of multiple
patriarchies, then they should be formulated on the basis of a dual principle. The
firstis a principle of access toinalienable rights that are same for all communities
and have the same horizon.

The second s differing particularistic legislations, responding to diverse
patriarchal arrangements, all of which would neither apply nor be needed by
communities/ ethnic groups. These laws are to function through a context
sensitive jurisprudence.

Again, a more radical, and indigenous, notion of tolerance which would
make it unnecessary for people to need to justify their right to be different and
their reasons for doing things differently provided the group is able to explain
itself adequately initsown chosen forum.

Different cultural or religious groups should be left free to define their
own modes of operation and values. Groups could provide a forum for
democratic struggles and the state should not intervene here to enforce whatare
centrally considered to be progressive values.
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Granting greater autonomy to communities within a loosely ordered
state may go against the principles of the nation state and sovereignty but it will
serve to limit the possibilities for homogenization from without while leaving
scope fordemocratization from within.

Conclusion:- The problem of India thus is one of an indigenous concept of
multiculturalism in terms of segregation versus the modern state based on a
principle of integration. Attitudes towards the cultural aspirations of
communities in India have ranged from condemning them as being “irrational”,
“anti-national” and “communalist” in nature to celebrating them as the essential
soul of the Indian culture and civilization. |dentities and cultural differences are
however not always “pre-given” and "“pre-mordial” in nature. They also develop
and change over a period of time. As a nation-state develops and transforms
itself into a modern society, the ethnic identities instead of getting weaker could
infact become stronger and sharper? In the changing political-economic
environment, some groups may discover or “construct” identities for themselves
that might appear to be primordial and pre-modern in nature. It is in this non-
technological and historical perspective that we need to understand community
identities and cultural difference in contemporary India. Thus, the basic idea of
multiculturalism isadvocating most successful form of integration which occurs
when new comers retain a sense of their heritage and culture while also
becoming involved in the larger society.”
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Women's involvement in politics in the modern era started in the late 18th and
early 20th centuries. Although British imperialism profoundly influenced the
political engagement of both elite and non elite women during this period, its
impact on the character and purposes of their engagement was very different.
Mon elite women fought against the British colonialists. Elite women were mainly
involved in the Indian renaissance the social reform movement of the 1Sth
century. The main goals were to do away with what were to elite women the
most offensive of traditional Indian practices through the abolition of female
infanticide, sati, child marriage and laws prohibiting widows to remarry. The
emphasis was not an equality but, rather, on the separateness and
complimentarily of the roles of women and men in society, The movement was
anattemptto make women better mothers and wives.

The entry of Mrs. Annie Besant into Indian politics in 1914 galvanized new
and increased national consciousness in both men and women. In 1874 she had
written that women should be represented in the law making process because
theyare expected toadhere to law’.

Mrs. Annie Besant and Shrimati Sarojini Naidu appeared before the joint
select committee on the Government of India Bill 1919 and Mrs. Herabai and
Mrs. Mitthiabai Tata, Women's India Association spokespersons presented a
memorandum, arguing for women's franchise.”

The result of all this was the enfranchisement of women by each
provincial legislative council, starting with the Madras residency in 1921, on the
same termsas men.

Whenthe women India Association complied a list of wamen in publie life
{1927), it included five members of legislative councils (all nominated), 32
municipal councilors (six elected) and four members of Taluk Boards (all
nominated), 32 Honorary magistrates and justices of peace (all nominated) 32
women and 4 members of the University senate (all elected)’. Women were
proceed of their achievements, and there were no complaints because so many
women had been nominated most of those nominated were prominent
members of social organizations and their names had been presented to the
respective governments by the organizations themselves.

Mahatma Gandhi, who vehemently supported their inclusion at each
level, accelerated the active participation of women in the freedom struggle. In
yound India, Gandhi underlined the keynote of women in freedom movement
and Swaraj he said : “The women of India should have a much share in winning
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swaraj as men. Probably in this peaceful struggle women can outdistance man in
many mile. We know that she is any day superiorto men in her religious devotion
silent and dignified suffering in the badge of her sex. And now that the
government had dragged the women into the line of fire, | hope that the women
all over India will take up the challenge and organize themselves™”,

Women according to him, were as integral part of the movement as non-
violence. According to him, “If non violence is the law of our being, the future is
with women. If the women of India across, no one” could slop the country's
march to freedom.

The constitution of India that was adopted in 1950 guarantees equal
opportunity for participation in polities to both men and women. Women were
given this right equally with men in recognition of and as a follow up to the
massive role played by them in the freedom struggle.

The preamble to the constitution of India resolves to secure to all its
citizens justice, social and economic and political liberty of thought expression,
belief, faith and workshop; equality of status and opportunity and to promote
among them all fraternity, assuring the dignity of all individuals and unity of
nation.

With the advent of democracy in India, women and India had the means
to develop their power. When one reflects upon the presence of women
representatives in the corridors of power, on can't ignore the fact that we had a
women Prime Minister who had Olympian position in her nations political
system.

Inaugurating International Women's Year, Mrs. Indira Gandhi called
women 'the largest minority’ Women may not be numerically 2 minority but as
Tara Ali Bag has pointed out, they acquired the features of a minority

community by the three recognised dimensions of inequality of class
{economic situation) status (social position) and political power”,

Leadership and performance of women chief ministers is evaluated on
the basis of them providing with political stability, law and order, social welfare,
corruption free administration, employment generation, control over
bureaucracy, eradication of illiteracy and poverty, gquality education, access to
good health services, Industrial and cultural development, social security,
transport and communication, energy sector, water conservation, sustainable
development, food security, financial development, planning, dealing with the
opposition.

Relationship with the governor and the prominent leaders of the state
and relations with the centre and the party high commands of their respective
political parties’.

Political Stability and different women CM's and their roles. Miss
Mayawati — She had 2 different tenures. lst tenure she had a coalition
government. But presently she is running a full majority government and this
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government is politically stable. Sheila Dixit ji is having great political stabely
sense that 3 tenures. As the second woman chief minister of Delhi, she has
completed herfulltermin both assemblies.

Or. Jayalalitha in her political journey when Shri M.G. Ramachandran died
in December 24, 1987 without declaring her political successor. Conseguently,
the AIADMEK party splitted and Jayalalitha's led political faction secured 27 seats
in the assembly elections, and this she became the First woman leader of the
state. During her regime, thus she could restore political stability in the state
political.

Mrs. Rabari Devi emerged as the first women Chief Minister of Bihar. It
was a great political crisis for her during her regime. She overall successful in
mainstreaming political politics.”

Role of woman in Indian politics is presently on hold because of the
delayed decision regarding. Women reservation bill which is yet to be presented
in Lok Sabha. But, | surely believe that since the very start of human civilization till
present day. Women's role is gradually marking it'simportance in politics.
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Liberalism visualized a sacial order, an economic and political system which
provided every individual with a decent standard & life. It stood for the reign of
law as against the reign of discretion and proclaimed that freedom of thought,
speech and association are vital for the growth of an individual. The liberal view
of Indian society found its fullest expression in James Mills classic “History of
British India, first published in 1818, Mill set himself the task of ascertaining
India's true state in the “scale of civilization”. For Mill the criterion of utility was
the measure of social progress. Liberty of thought is closely connected with
freedom of Religion. Since the liberals regarded religion as a personal affair of the
individual, one's religion according to the liberal view was the concrete
expression of a personal attitude to life, to one'skind, to nature, world, God etc,

We owe to liberals the first protest against the "economic drain” to which
the country was subjected under British rule. Swadeshi, was a liberal expedient
which later formed the chief plank of the Gandhian programme. Liberals
believed in socialism and were opposed to revolutions and communism. They
wanted state control over economic matters. Their economic vision aimed at
finding a solution of the problem of Indian poverty. They wanted state control
over economic matters. Their economic vision aimed at finding a solution of the
problem of Indian poverty which the unfair policy of the British Governmeant it
had accentuated. Increasing contact with the more advanced economic and
political thought of the west created favourable conditions for the rise of
liberalism inIndia.

In the realm of civil society of liberals, man is not free when he s
controlled by other men but only when he is controlled by principles and rules
which whole society should obey. One cannot be called free if one does not avail
liberty to exchange thoughts. Social liberalism of liberals demanded freedom to
exchange thoughts, freedom of speech, freedom to oppose whatever was evil or
against humanism.

Forthe first thirty years of its existence the liberal party i.e. congress was
controlled by people who belonged to upper middle class. Dada Bhai Naroji, S.N.
Banerjee, M.G. Ranade, D.E. Wacha, Gokhale they all were highly educated and
westernized, who stood for social reform and representative government. These
leaders of early congress were full of admiration for British history and culture
and tried to get rid of the evils of society through the lights of the west.

Insocial sphere, liberalism supported a national system of free education
and wanted the recognition of the talent of an individual. In the field of society
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and religion, liberal tendency can be dated in India from the age of Upanishads
and Buddhism. During the British period Indian liberals position mirrored the
celonial mind. They undertook the task of reforming the society and its religious
practices by keeping in mind the core principles of Hindu traditions but at the
same time, though influenced by western modernity, they tried to adjust to the
colonial constructs of Indian tradition. During the nineteenth century, India
witnessed a disintegrating society surrounded by evils like sati, widow hood,
child marriage, untouchability, purdah and many others. Liberals took the task of
ameliorating the Indian society of its evils, some of which were deep rooted in
Indian traditions. They made humanistic pleas to enlighten the society. Their
contact with Christianity and western free trade thinking made them more
liberal and moderate. Although liberals looked towards the British government
for support and direction and post Enlightenment rationality shaped their mind
but they didn't forget their Indian |dentity. There was inherent compulsion in the
liberal thought to construct a modernity that would be located within Indian
culture and religion.

Raja Ram Mohan Roy inaugurated various social movements which
constituted the whole of national activity at that time. He tried to rescue people
from superstition and obscurantism. To restore its hoary faith to the motherland
and to purify society of its evils, Ram Mohan established Brahma Samaj in 1828.
This samaj worked as a lever of liberal thought in 19th ecentury India. It
represented a comingling of Eastern and western thought, which fertilized by
logical necessity, all contemporary social and political activity, it trained our early
leaders on corporate activity and it became the central laboratory of all social
reforms in the country. It nourished the nationalist sentiment and paved the way
for the later demand for political reformsalso.

Promotion of English education was another contribution of Raja to the
growth of liberalism in India. In the sphere of social reform Raja Ram Mohan Roy
created a platform which Indian Liberals were to follow in later India. Raja
believed that social freedom is equally important as political liberty. His greatest
contribution in the field of social reforms came in the form of Act of abolition of
Sati which declared Sati system as illegal. Raja had a clear impression of the
contemporary England.

Just like Brahmo Samaj movement, Prarthna samaj (1867) also favourad
monotheism, denounced idclatry, priestly domination and caste distinctions.
Though its founder president was Atmaram Pandurang but real spirit behind it
was Mahadev Govind Ranade, another great liberal star of the “Liberal Galaxy”.
“The peculiar feature of the movement in (Bombay) presidency, Ranade pointed
out, was that its goal was not to break with the past and cease all connection with
our society.’

Hindu college also became the nursery of liberalism in India. The students
of this college encouraged expansion of English education and wanted to use itas
atool to eradicate the evils of the country. They believed that if their countrymen
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are properly educated then only they can participate in the administration of
their nation. They favoured free and compulsory education and desired that
technical and scientific education should be imparted to the citizens of India and
recommended the translation of English books into the vernacular. Though, the
India of the nineteenth century was more concerned with religious reform but
the Indian liberals throughout maintained a secular outlook. The liberals were
against all kind of restraints on an individual in society - Ranade said, “the work of
Reform is really the work of Liberation - Liberation from the restraints imposed
upon an essentially superior religion, law and polity, institutions and customs, by
our surrender to the “Pressure of mere brute force for selfish advancement.”

Another great contribution of the liberals to the Indian society was the

Indianisation of services. They felt that exclusion of Indians from the services had
created “moral poverty” and through the Indianisation of the services, Indians
could be put on equal footing with the British officials. They were against the
negative functions of the state and wanted that state should undertake social
reform, fix the age of marriage, promote education, and eradicate poverty and
inequality from the society. Telang, Ranade, Bhandarkar, Gokhale all worked for
social reforms as much as for political liberty of the Indian people. They ad mitted
the necessity of social reforms but as a practical statesman, they knew that a
socially backward society was an obstruction in the political advance of a nation.
Since the days of Rajaji, these liberal leaders addressed themselves to the task of
social reform.
Economic Vision Of The Indian Liberals:- With the advent of British rule
the general economic condition of the masses deteriorated. English education
helped Indians in understanding the ideal of economic liberty and how the
Indians could reckan the fact that British rule was destroying India economically.
When the congress originated, there was rise in the spirit of economic
nationalism. Liberal leaders of India took it their responsibility to enlighten the
Indian masses of the destroying character of the British rule and to awaken the
paople tothe fact that British rule ruined the Indian economy to its core.

Maroji was the first liberal to bring into light the main Economic problem
of India “Poverty” through his famous book Poverty and Un-British rule in India™".
He demanded the annual estimates of per capita income for British India and
argued that unless complete infoarmation was made available every year, it was
totally useless to say that India was prospering. According to Narogji, the main
cause of Indian poverty was the exhaustion of the precious wealth his greatest
contribution in the economic field was his drain theory. In the opinion of 1.5, Mill
“it was an exhausting drain upon the resources of the country: It was an
extraction of the life blood from the vein of national industry which no
subsequent introduction of nourishment is furnished to restore.””

M.G. Ranade, was another liberal leader who was against any kind of
absolutism and held that traditional assumptions of economic theory were true
only for England. He observed, “"The nations economic education is of far maore
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importance than the present gain of its individual members, as represented by
the quantity of wealth measured by its value in exchange”.” These liberals were
great economists who believed that state was responsible to undertake those
functions which were related to public welfare. All the liberal economists
believed that Indian poverty had increased under the British rule and to make
India prosperous they suggested a well planned development of agriculture,
industry and commerce. All the Liberal leaders touched different aspects of the
British ruination of Indian economy,

Sir Dinshaw wacha criticised the currency and railway policies of the
British government and suggested measures for the betterment of the economic
condition of the masses. Liberal leaders wanted that Indians should be made
consonant with statistics and economics-R.C. Dutt held the view that politics and
economic phenomenon were interdependent and that the social and economic
equilibrium was necessary for a smooth political development. He analysed the
causes of acute poverty of the Indians and reflected on the point that the sources
of the national wealth inIndia had been narrowed under the British rule.

Liberals combined economics, politics, history and law in their system of
economic thinking. They suggested a number of fruitful measures to eradicate
the germs of poverty from the Indian scil and outlined a scheme of complete
overhauling of the economic structure of Indian society. Gokhale's speeches on
budget were a masterpiece of his wisdom. His study of financial control in India
was his greatest contribution. He stressed that Indian revenue should be spent
within India and not outside India and he advocated provincial autonomy so that
more money might be spent on the welfare of the people. He criticised the
growing expenditure on the army whose burden was carried by poor tax payers.
He emphasised the need for a systematic public expenditure that could
contribute to the amelioration of the economic conditions of the country.

Liberals pleaded for the economic liberty of the India and laid emphasis
on the importance of India in international economy. Liberal leaders welcomed
the spirit of internationalism but they warned against the dependence on foreign
aid and foreign experts. They wanted that people should be trained in the skills
which are necessary for the economic development of the country, and at the
same time asked Indians to develop national consciousness. There dream was
socialism where there is end of exploitation of man by man and there is equal
distribution of resources.
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Now it is well established that the economy of the chalcolithic people's was
based on subsistence agriculture, stock raising and hunting fishing. They reared
cattle, sheep, goat, buffalo pig etc. There is no doubt that fish formed an
important part of the diet of the chalcolithic pecple as is evident from fish bones
and fish hooks. Hunting also was equally important and the people had
developed a weakness for venison, Wild pig too occurs., The domesticated
animals were slaughtered for food but whether their milk was consumed or not,
may not be said properly.

The palynological researches from salt lakes of Lunkaransar, Sambhar,
Didwana in Rajasthan and a few soil samples from early Harappan levels of
Kalibangan indicate that the time span of 3000 BC to 1800 BC, was the period of
maximum wetness and it was that time when early Harappan and also mature
Harappan cultures flourished in the part of Rajasthan, Haryana, western Uttar
Pradesh and some parts of Gujarat also. This period of wetness may be attributed
to high rainfall and presence of the floral and faunal diversity. North east
Rajasthan was no exception of this climate factor. During the early Harappan
period the vegetation consist of Acacia (Babul), Tectona grandis (Teak), Dalbergia
(Sisham), Anogeissus sp. (Dhak) which is attested by the charcoal samples
leading to the presumption that besides using the timber of these trees for
construction purposes, it was also use for agricultural implements (Lal et al.
2003). Availability of copper celts indicates that these were used for woodcutting
and offence. The wet climate is also attested by the faunal remains of Rhinoceros
unicornis (rhinoceros), Bubalus bubalis (bison), Elephas maximus (elephant),
Chitra indica gray (river turtle), canis familiars linn (dog), Equus heminus
pallas{Ass), Cervus duvauceli [Deer), Cervus unicolor (Barasingha), Axis axis
(spotted deer), Sus scrofa (Domestig pig), Bos indicus (Cattle), Capra hircus
algagus (Neel gai), telestoi fish etc. a large number of cattle bones from early
Harappan sites and other chalcolithic sites suggests the raising of live stock
dependent on wide stretches of pasture lands of that region. Ganeshwar-
Jodhpura cultural sites were not exception of this. Probably fowls were also
domesticated and fish eaten.

In this ecological scenario, the subsistence pattern consisted rising of
livestock coupled with agriculture, although we have no any evidence of
agriculture from Ganeshwar or Jodhpura, due to excavation on a limited scale.
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Definitely bullocks were used for agricultural practices. The occasional flooding
of the Kansawati and Sahibi which brought rich and alluvial soil added to the
productivity and fertility of the soil.

According to the excavators of the sites, they argued that hunting was the
primary form of subsistence due to the large quantity of arrowheads found
{Kumar 1985: 5-15). The excavation reports claims evidence for cut marks on the
bones of cattle, fish, fowl, sheep, goat and wild animals, with additional evidence
of charring suggesting some form of cooking. It has also been noted that bone
marrow extraction is also evident from the faunal remains at Ganeshwar (IAR
1983-84: 72). The presence of cut marks on these bones and their charred
condition indicates that cattle played a vital role in the food economy of the
region since Mesolithic period. Smaller domestic animals like sheep and goat
also contributed to the food economy. Besides dietary use, all these animals
might have been used in agricultural operations, obtaining dairy products etc.
Their presence strongly suggests an agriculture based subsistence economy
which was supported by pastoralism. The occurrence and paintings of aguatic
animals like fish indicates exploitation of riverine animal resources during
chalcolithic period. The overall faunal evidence has helped show that during that
time in particular the Sahibi and Kansawati River and its tributaries contained
sufficient water to help support animal husbandry and stock rearing at many
settlements.

It is also significant to note that the reports also include information
about structural features that include mud platforms with partitions storage pits
and house floors with post holes, although we haven't any infermation about
their sizes. A deposit of burnt material appears to be an indication of fire at
various level of occupation (|AR 1983-84: 71-72). Storage pits suggest the
existence of a certain amount of surplus of grain. A large number of mortar and
pestle, saddle querns, and other grinding stones suggest that there was, in fact
agricultural subsistence strategiesin place.

Inthe 1980s, an Indo-French Archaeclogical Expedition (IAR 1983-84:95-
98) was conducted for study the archaeological sites in relation to their
archaeological setting, and particularly to study the ancient drainage system and
to locate ancient artificial irrigation systems if any, especially during the proto-
historic period when a supply of water was required to grow winter crops. The
area investigated was situated along apportion of the Chautang palaso-channel
and in neighbouring regions in the districts of Hisar, Bhiwani, Mahendragarh,
Rohatak allin Haryana and of Churu, Jhunjhunu and Ganganagar all in the state of
Rajasthan. This team consisted of R.S. Bisht, M.A. Courty, H.P. Francfort, P.
Gentelle, K.P. Gupta, V. Roux, and A.K. Sharma, J.R. Batra, A.K. Sinha, Puran singh
and Shivanath Singh also assisted this team. The work was devoted to a general
overview of the area, including a visit to the already well known sites like
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Kalibangan, Banawali, Siswal, Mithathal, Agroha, Ganeshwar, Jodhpura,
Didwana, Pacli and Rakhigarhi. In 1983, investigations were carried out in the
Kantli and Dohan valley. The Dohan and the Kantli ariginated in the Aravalli hills
near Neemkathana to flow respectively in north-north-eastern and north-north-
western directions through a rugged landscape forms of the stabilized sand
dunes which might have been under the cover of semi-deserted forest. The thick
mantle of water starved sandy soil over the entire catchments area and the poor
rainfall which might have not been. Appreciably higher over the last five
thousand years fairly demonstrated that those were not perennial rivers playing
any significant role. The archaeclogical finds collected from certain areas in
either system are definitive pointers towards the presence of viable settlement
patterns during proto-historic times. R.C. Agrawala located about 42 prehistoric
sites in the Kantli. But the survey conducted by K.N. Dikshit as well as by this
expedition demonstrated that the lower reaches of the Kantli beyond Sunariand
Dohan are not teaming with the copper age or lron Age or early historical sites. As
far as continuation of these rivers further northwards so as to meet a river of the
Ghaggar system is concerned, it appears that its possibility is remote and bleak.
Information was also collected about the history of the dune formation and
evolution in relation to the river systern and human settlements in the area. Sixty
nine well and nine sections were also examined and soil samples were also taken
for various analyses. During the analyses, following points emerged in the
preliminary attempt:

~ The natural drainage systemofthe area dried up during early Holocene.

# Dried phase followed during which dunes were formed and the river
palaeo-channel was progressively field up by aeolin deposits and
monsoon flooding.

~ The major alleviation phase was over before the Pre-Harappan period;
sites n. 144, 197 for instance, are lying upon 8-10 meter of deposits of
filling the palaso-channel.

» MNo import alleviation occurred since this period except locally by
monsoon floodsinthe Bhadra depressions.

# Soils of different fertility were cultivated by the population of various
periods from proto-historic times.

More than 200 sites belonging to different periods were visited during
this expedition. Proto-historic sites were found mostly to the north of the
explored area but not in the Kantli and Dohan valleys or in neighbouring sands.
They included Pre-Harappan to late Harappan and PGW cultures. Their
distributional pattern show that they were certainly located along the branches
of irrigation canals as they were in lines not necessarily following the palaeo-
channel of Chautang. During this expedition, fourteen villages were visited
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amaong one Malkhaira, tehsil Bhadra and district Ganganagar in Rajasthan was
selected for an in depth inquiry. Data were also collected about traditional
agricultural practices on soil of various fertility in areas irrigated and non-
irrigated. Thisreport also suggests that during the Pre-Harappan time there were
agricultural subsistence was practiced inthis area.

Allthe evidences in the form of storage space, grinding stones, and saddle
guerns, in addition to the favourable conditions for agriculture based on the
climate indices and the suggestion of irrigation canals, all index the possibility of
agriculture as a formof subsistence.
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Women in India now participate in all activities such as education, sports,
politics, media, art and culture, service sectors, science and technology, etc.
Indira Gandhi, who served as Prime Minister of India for an aggregate period of
fifteen years is the world's longest serving woman Prime Minister.

The Constitution of India guarantees to all Indian women equality (Article
14), no discrimination by the State (Article 15(1)), equality of opportunity (Article
16), equal pay for equal work (Article 39(d)). In addition, it allows special
provisions to be made by the State in favour of women and children (Article
15(3)), renounces practices derogatory to the dignity of women (Article 51(A)
{e)), and also allows for provisions to be made by the State for securing just and
humane conditions of work and for maternity relief.

In 1990s, grants from foreign donor agencies enabled the formation of
new women-oriented NGOs, Self-help groups and NGOs such as Self Employed
Women's Association (SEWA) have played a major role in women's rightsin India.
Many women have emerged as leaders of local movements. Forexample, Medha
Patkar of the Narmada Bachao Andolan.

The Government of India declared 2001 as the Year of Women's
Empowerment (Swashakti). The National Policy For the Empowerment of
Women came was passed in 2001,

In 2010 March 9, one day after International Women's day, Rajyasabha

passed Women's Reservation Bill, ensuring 33% reservation to women in
Parliamentand state legislative bodies.
Women in Educational Field:- Though it is gradually rising, the female literacy
rate in India is lower than the male literacy rate. Compared to boys, far fewer girls
are enrolled in the schools, many of them dropout. According to national sample
survey data of 1997, only the states of Kerala and Mizoram have approved
universal female literacy rates.

Under Non- Formal Educational Pragamme (NFE), about 40% of the
centers in states and 10% of the centers in UTs {Union Territories) are exclusively
reserved for females. As of 2000, about 0.3 million NFE centers were catering to
about 7.42 million children, out of which about 0.12 million were exclusively for
girls.
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According to a 1998 report by U.5. Department of Commerce, the chief
barrier to female education in India are having inadequate school facilities such
as sanitary facilities, shortage of female teachers.
Workforce participation:- Inurban India Women have impressive number in
the workforce. As an example at software industry 30% of the workforce is
female. In rural India, agriculture and allied industrial sectors employ as much as
89.5% of the total female labour. In overall farm production, women's average
contribution is estimated at 55% to 66% of the total labour. According to a 1991
World Bank report, women accounted for 94% of total employment in dairy
productionin India.

One of the most famous female business success storiesis the Shri Mahila
Griha Udyog Lijjat Papad. In 2006, Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, who started Biocon -
one of India's first biotech companies, was rated India's richest woman. Lalita
Gupte and Kalpana Morparia (both were the only businesswomen in India who
made the list of the Forbes World's Most Powerful Women), run India's second-
largest bank, ICICI Bank.

Land and Property right:- In 1986, the Supreme Court of India ruled that
Shah Bano, an old divorced Muslim woman was eligible for maintenance money.
The Union Government subsequently passed the Muslim Women's (Protection
of Rights Upon Divorce) Act.

Dowry:- In 1961, the Government of India passed the Dowry Prohibition Act,
making the dowry demands in wedding arrangements illegal. In 1985, the Dowry
Prohibition (maintenance of lists of presents to the bride and bridegroom) rules
were framed. According to these rules, a signed list of presents given at the time
ofthe marriage to the bride and the bridegroom should be maintained.

A 1997 reportclaimed that at least 5,000 wormen die each year because of
dowry deaths, and at least a dozen die each day in 'kitchen fires' thought to be
intentional.

Child Marriage:- Although child marriage was outlawed in 1860, it is still a
commeon practice. According to UNICEF's “State of the World's Children-2009"
report, 47% of India's women aged 20-24 were married before the legal age of
18, with56%inruralareas.

Female infanticides and selective abortions:- All medical tests that can
be used to determine the sex of the child have been banned in India, due to
incidents of these tests being used to get rid of unwanted female children before
birth. Female infanticide (killing of girl infants) is still prevalent in some rural
areas. The abuse of the dowry tradition has been one of the main reasons for sex-
selective abortionsand female infanticidesin India.

Domestic violence:- The incidents of domestic violence are higher among the
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lower Socio-Economic Classes (SECs). The Protection of Women from Domestic
Viclence Act, 2005 came into force on October 26, 2006.

MNotable Indian Women:- Singers and vocalists such as M.5. Subbulakshmi,
Gangubai Hangal, Lata Mangeshkar and Asha Bhosle, and actresses such as
Aishwarya Rai, are widely revered in India. Anjolie Ela Menon is one of the
famous painters.

Sports: - Some of the famous female sportspersons in Indian include . T. Usha,
J.J. Shobha (athletics), Kunjarani Devi (weightlifting), Diana Edulji (cricket), Saina
MNehwal (badminton) , Koneru Hampi (chess) and Sania Mirza (tennis). Karnam
Malleswari (weightlifter), is the only Indian woman to have won an Olympic
medal (Bronze medal in 2000).

Politics:- Through the Panchayat Raj institutions, over a million women have
actively entered political life in India. As per the 73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendment Acts, all local elected bodies reserve one-third of their seats for
women. Although the percentages of women in various levels of political activity
has risen considerably, women are still under-represented in governance and
decision making positions.

Literature:- Many well known women writers are in Indian literature as poets
and story writers. Sarojini Naidu, Kamala surayya, Shobha De, Arundhati roy,
Anita Desai are some of them. Sarojini Naidu is called the nightingale of India.
Arundhati Roy was awarded the Booker Prize (Man Booker Prize) for her novel
The God of Small things.

Measures should be take for women's advancement:- After
independence various committees are constituted to upgrade the women
status, such as National Committee on women's Education (1958), National
Council of Women's Education [1959), Hansa Mehta Committee (1962), Acharya
Ramamurti Committee (1990) and Women Education and National Education
Policy (1986) The National Commission for women (1990).

These Committees suggest that care should be taken to see but no step s
taken which will tend to perpetuate or intensify the existing difference and there
should be not need in such a society to differentiate curricula on the basis of sex.

The constitution not only grants equality to women but also empowers
the state to adopt measures of positive discrimination in favour of women.
Within the framework of a democratic polity, our laws developmental policies,
plans and programs have aimed at women's advancement in different spheres.
From the fifth five year plan (1974-78) onwards has been a marked shift in the
approachtowomen's issues from welfare to development.

In recent years the empowerment of women has been recognized as the
central issues in determining the status of women. In order to secure equal rights
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of women, the ratification of the Convention on Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination on Against Women (CEDAW) in 1993 is followed.

The women's movement and a wide- spread network of non-
Government Organizations which have strong grass-roots presence and deep
insight into women's concerns have contributed in inspiring initiatives for the
empowerment of women.

However, there still exists a wide gap between the goals enunciated in the
Constitution Legislation, policies and plans. This has been analyzed extensively in
the report of the committee on the status of women in India, “Towards equality,
1974 and highlighted in the Million of perspective plan for women, 1988-2000,
the Shramshakti Report 1988 and the platform for action, five year assessment.”

The access of women particularly of those belonging to weaker sections
including Scheduled Caste/ Scheduled Tribes / Other Backward Classes and
minorities, majority of whom are in rural area to education, health and
productive resources is inadequate. Therefore they remain largely marginalized,
poorand socially excluded.

Legal-Judicial System should be made more responsive in cases of
domestic violence and personal assault. Existing laws reviewed to ensure that
Justice is quick and the punishment met out to the culprits is commensuratad
with the severity of the offence, The policy would aim to encourage changes in
personal laws related to ownership of property and inheritance by evolving
consensus inorder to make them gender just-

It is evident that there is a need for reforming policies for access to
employment and equality of employment strategies will be designed to enhance
the capacity of women and empower them to meet the negative social and
economic impacts, which may flow from the globalization process.

The important role played by women in electronics, information
technology and food processing and textile has been crucial to the development
of these sectors. They should be given support in terms of labour legislation,
social security and other support services to participate in various industrial
sectors,

The most impaortant thing is that women at present can not work in night
shift. Suitable measures should be taken to enable women so work on the night
shift in facilities. This should be accompanied with support service for security,
transportation ete.

Equal access to education for women and girls will be ensured special
measures should be taken to eliminate discrimination, universalize education,
eradicate illiteracy. Reducing the gender gap in secondary and higher education
should be a focus area. Sectoral time targets in existing policies should be
achieved with a special focus on girls and women, particularly those belonging to
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weaker section including the Scheduled Castes / Scheduled Tribes/ Other
Backward Classes/ Minorities. Geneder sensitive curricula would be developed
atall levels of education system in order to address sex stereotyping asone of the
causes of genderdiscrimination.

Programs should be strengthened to bring about a greater involvement
of women in science and technology. 5o special measure should be taken for
their training in areas where they have special skills like Communication and
Information Technology.

In recognition of the diversity of women's situation, specially
disadvantaged groups. Measures should be undertaken to provide them special
assistance. A special emphasis will also be laid on trafficking in women and girls.

Thus for upgrading the women the existing legislative structure will be
reviewed to implement the policy. In brief following other measures should be
promoted to implement the legislation effectively-

~ Strictenforcement of all relevant legal provisions and speedy redressal of
grievances will be ensured with a special focus on violence and gender
related atrocities,

» Measures to prevent and punish sexual harassment at the place of work,
protection for women workers in the organized / unorganized sector and
strict enforcement of relevant laws such as Equal Remuneration Act and
minimum wages Act should be undertaken.

~- Women's cells in police stations, mahila courts, legal aid centres and
Nyaya Panchayats will be strengthened and expanded to eliminate
violence.

» Widespread dissemination of information on all aspects of legal rights,
human rights and other entitlements of women, through specially
designed legal literacy programmes and rights information programmes
should be done.

~ Promoting societal awareness to gender issues and women's human
rights.

- Review of curriculum and educational material to include gender
education and human rights issues.

~ Removal of all references derogatory to the dignity of women.

» Use of difference forms of mass media to communicate social messages
relating to women's equality and empowerment.
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The problem of gender-based violence is getting worse. National Crime Record
Bureau statistics show crimes against women increased by 7.1 percent
nationwide since 2010, There has been a rise in the number of incidents of rape
recorded too. In 2011, 24,206 incidents were recorded, a rise of 9 percent from
the previous year. More than half of the victims are between 18 and 30 years of
age.

Figures indicate that 10.6 percent of total victims of rape were girls less
than 14 years ofage, while 19 percent were teens between the ages of 14 and 18.
Alarmingly in almost 94,2 percent of cases offenders were known to the victims
and those involved included family members, relatives, and neighbours.

Under the IPC (Indian Penal Code) crimes against women include rape,
kidnapping and abduction, homicide for dowry, torture, molestation, sexual
harassment, and the importation of girls.

Kidnapping and abductions are up by 19 percent and trafficking rose by
122 percent in the same period. Crimes that include the Indian term "eve-
teasing” or harassment and heckling and sexual innuendoes against women in
public places including streets, public transport, cinema halls, along with the
rape of minors and women in tribal and villages often go unreported and
unrecorded.

According to records, Madhya Pradesh, a state with a large population of
tribes, has recorded 3406 rape cases, the highest number of incidents in the
country in 2011.India’s profile as an emerging modern nation hastaken a beating
by the recent rape case, as widespread gender-based viclence has been exposed.

Archaic laws:- Legal experts point out that many rapes go unreported. Due to
"family honour" many complaint files are withdrawn and in many cases the
police do not give a fair hearing. Medical evidence is often unrecorded making it
easy for offenders to pass scot free under prevailing laws.

Qutside of legal rooms it is not uncommeon in India's interior villages and
hamlets for local kangaroo courts to advise the woman to marry her rapist to
"preserve her honour". In some cases, rape can be used to settle caste issues and
local disputes.

The maximum sentence for a rapist found guilty remains unclear under
prevailing laws. The maximum sentence includes seven years of life
imprisonment, or up to ten years. For those guilty of gang-rape, rape of a
pregnant woman and related offenses the maximum for the guilty is 10 years.

Even as lawmakers argue merits of the death sentence for rapists would
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bring down the number of rapes in the country, there are those who warn that it

may lead to men killing women after rape to avoid death penalty. Protesters are
demanding that the government amend itsarchaic rape laws.

A culture of patriarchy:- While any reform or affirmative action is welcome
according to analysts India's problem with rape has to do with deep rooted
traditions of patriarchy, misogyny and repressive attitudes that prevail across
classes.

The writer Rahul Roy in the blog Kafila explains, "Masculinities provide an
ideological basis for impunity to be legitimised and practiced. And crime against
women comes that much easier because to be truly masculine men have to carry
both a fearand hatred of the feminine close to their heart."

While the reasons for rape in villages and tribal areas are attributed to
caste, honour, family wars and repressive attitudes, India's big cities are also
grappling with more women entering the public space, thanks to education or
jobs and the influx of migrants from villages who come seeking work.

The conflict of accepting women entering bars or dressing in non
traditional Indian clothing, making independent choices, and refusing male
attention are all seen as threats and provocation that need to be contained in big
citiesin India, says Asavari Singh, a gender and media studies professional.

Activists argue that the rising number of women parliamentarians and
the presence of many high profile women in India's political parties and public
offices will remain only cosmetic if effective laws and mindsets are not altered to
safeguard ordinary women.

Gender insensitivity:- Gender insensitivity has badly taken its roots in the
state of Haryana. The spurt in crime against women in Haryana has almost
earned it the sobriquet of being” the rape state of India.” Statistics reveal that a
total of 686 rapes were committed in the state of Haryana in 2012.

The bizarre dictates of Khap Panchayats and the lack of political will to
tame Khap Panchyats has led to a sharp rise in crime against women. The famous
Shruti kidnap case of Punjab, those who were assigned to task to crack the case,
displayed insensitivity of the highest order towards the kidnapped girl. Her
kidnapping was unabashedly reduced to a mere case of elopement and the
photographs of her marriage to the prime accused were released to the press.
This was in direct contravention of apex courts' directives. This blew the
reputation of the victim and their parents to pieces. But, who cares? Gender
insensitivity is so high and prevalent in our society that girls' who eloped with
their lovers find it hard to make a new beginning in their lives after the courts sent
their imprisonment to their lovers. As perthe report, there are more than 70 girls
in two shelter homes- Nari Niketan, Jalandhar, and care centre, Amritsar who
have been deserted by their families, relatives and society after the court sent
their loversto jails.

The beating up of a girl by the policemen in full public view in Tarn Taran
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reflects the beastly attitude of police towards fair sex. Intoxicated with power
and feudal tendencies, the Khaki displayed its brutal face towards fair sex. The
bizarre statement made by a cabinet Minister of Raipur with regard to Kankar
{Chhattisgarh) rape case in which he held the stars of the rape victims responsible
fortheir plight is both irresponsible and highly insensitive. Parliamentarians have
finally shown seriousness in tackling crime against women. They have urged the
government to add 166A in the IPC to make rape cognizable, non-bailable and
punishable crime. The other points that were seriously considered by them
were: - imparting moral education; ragging as an offence, Vetting of films/TV
programmes by | & B Ministry and completion of trial in rape cases within two
months of filing the charge sheet in a fast track court. Though the bill concerning
sexual harassment of women at workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and
Redressal) has been passed by the parliament, yet a lot needs to be done to stop
crime against women. Though it is welcome initiative and both the government
and parliament deserve appreciation for it, there are a few loopholes in the bill
that need to be plugged. The anti-rape law passed by the parliament is too a step
in the right direction; though reservations against a few provisions on this law
have beenvoiced by parliamentarians.

The setting aside of Rs. 1,000 crore in the Union Budget as 'Nirbhaya
Fund' in the backdrop of a tragic rape and subsequent death of a paramedic in
capital for the security of fair sexis a highly appreciable move .Genderequalityis
a myth in Indian society. Girls' are not being considered at par with boys. Son-
fixation is a reality in our society; and this evil fixation has led to victimization of
girl children. The skewed sex ratio is a sad pointer to this hard fact. They are
aborted inthe womb: and if they survive, they are made to undergo a plethora of
hardships ranging from manual labour to sexual abuse. They are being
discriminated against both culturally and linguistically. They are being nicknamed
as” Autri [bad), Nakushi (unwanted), Churail (witch) ete. In English language too
'agovernor'is a honourable word but' governess' is a detestable word.

Sexuality is one of the most sensitive instincts of the human nature. This
infactisa highly constructive instinct of the human race. It will have both positive
and negative effects an the psychological and physioclogical life of the human
beings. Many acts of the human beings and the causes of several physical and
psychological ailments can be attributed to this instinct. If the upbringing of the
individual takes place in a proper and thoughtful manner, the instinct of sex can
prove a boon for the welfare and contentment of the person. But if the
upbringing is in an atmosphere of lechery, lasciviousness and excesses, there is
every probability that the instinet of sexuality might become the cause of many
physical and psychological aberrations that can become definite cause of
ultimate destruction of the person in this life and Hereafter. It is not proper to
think that the instinct of sexuality manifests itself only after puberty. The instinct
will be present in every individual since birth; however, it remains dormant for
quite some time. Even then, it manifests itself at different times during the
childhood in a subtle way. Sometimes small children fondle their genitals and feel
pleasure. This creates in them a sort of emotion. They feel the pleasure when the
parents caress and kiss them. They feel attracted towards beautiful persons and
things, and sometimes they expressthese feelingsin words too. At the age of two
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orthree years the

Children start distinguishing between boys and girls and look at one
another's private parts with deep interest. When they grow up a little, they are
attracted to beautiful pictures. They look at them with surprise. Sometimes they
might utter bad words. They start showing inclination towards the opposite sex.
They try to have the attention of the persons of the opposite gender, Sometimes,
they even ask the parents questions concerning sex. They try to eavesdrop over
the whisperings of the parents. They like to sit with friends in a quiet corner and
exchange secrets. All these go to prove that the children have within them the
latent instinct of sex that tries to find expression in their actions. Without proper
guidance and knowledge, the instinct keeps driving the children, They won't
know what they want. Their only attention is to derive pleasure from any source.
But they don't know how to get this pleasure. Till the age of ten to twelve years
the children continue in this state of suspense. From the age of twelve to fifteen,
the instinct of sexuality dawns on them with speed. Responsible parents will not
be oblivious of this instinct of their children. They cannot continue without
devising a strategy to properly handle the matter.

Sex education is one of the most difficult and delicate aspects of the
education of children. Slightest mistake or neglect on the part of the parents
might push the children into the abyss of destruction. The parents should focus
their attention towards the fact that prior to puberty the children won't have the
faculty of procreation. Therefore God has kept the instinct of sex latent in them. It
is in the best interest of the children that their instinct of sexuality does not have a
premature awakening. If this happens prematurely, the child will suffer many
types of social stigmas and physical ailments.

The parents must abstain from everything that might provoke the sex
instinct in the children. They must provide to them such healthy environment
that their minds don't get diverted towards premature expression of sex instinct.
The thoughtful parents can themselves decide what is desirable for the children
and what is not. But here we are mentioning a few of the things that the parents
would like to keep in their minds. They should discreetly ensure that the children
don't touch their private parts, they don't look at pictures of models in the
magazines, listen to love ditties and watch romantic movies, praise good looks
and beauty of others, stare at beautiful faces and exposed limbs of others,
intently listen to bawdy jokes or courtship of the parents or other elders.. . These
and many other attractions might cause a flutter in the sex instinct of the child.
The parents should not allow children of five to six years of age to live
unattended. They might sometimes play with each other's private parts and
emotions might awaken in them. The childran should not be allowed to lie in
their beds when they are awake. Have separate beds for children of the age of six
years, If the children sleep on the same bed, their bodies might rub against each
other and give rise to the sex instinct. The parents should not make children of
five to six years of age sleep with them in the same bed. This should be
particularly so in the case of a child of the opposite sex. Even the mother should
not rub her body with the body of her six —year- old daughter.
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Reforms needed:- The Indian government has appointed a three-member
panel of legal experts to review the rape laws. Delhi, the capital city, has been
called by many asthe "rape capital of India".

The government has promised to step up and take vigilant and preventive
measures including: night patrols, supervision and checks on public and private
bus drivers and their assistants, and the banning of vehicles with tinted windows
or curtains. Although Women may be victims of any of the general crimes such as
'Murder', 'Robbery', 'Cheating', etc, only the crimes which are directed
specifically against Women are characterised as 'Crimes Against Women'.
Various new legislations have been brought and amendments have been made in
existing laws with a view to handle these crimes effectively. These are broadly
classified under two categories.

(A) The Crimes under the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
» Rape (Sec. 3761PC).
- Kidnapping & Abduction for specified purposes(Sec. 363-373 |PC).
~ Homicide for Dowry, Dowry Deaths or their attempts (Sec.302/304-B
IPC).
Torture - both mantal and physical (Sec. 498-A |PC).
Molestation (Sec. 354 IPC).
Sexual Harassment (Sec. 509 IPC).
Importation of girls (upto 21 years of age) (Sec. 366-BIPC).

Y ¥ WX

(B) The Crimes under the Special & Local Laws (SLL)

Although all laws are not gender specific, the provisions of law affecting
women significantly have been reviewed periodically and amendments carried
out to keep pace with the emerging requirements. The gender specific laws for
which crime statistics are recorded throughout the country are:-

# |Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956.

» DowryProhibition Act, 1961,

~ IndecentRepresentation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986.
~ Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987,

Reported Incidents of crime (Incidence...2,13,585)

A total of 2,13,585 incidents of crime against women (both under IPC and
SLL) were reported in the country during 2010 as compared to 2,03,804 during
2009 recording an increase of 4.8% during 2010. These crimes have continuously
increased during 2006- 2010 with 1, 64,765 cases in 2006, 1,85,312 casesin2007,
1,95,856 cases in 2008,2,03,804 cases in 2009 and 2,13,585 cases in 2010.
Andhra Pradesh, accounting for nearly 7.1% of the country’s population, has
accounted for 12.8% of total crimes against women in the country by reporting
27,244 cases. West Bengal with 7.6% share of country's population has
accounted for nearly 12.2% of total crime against women by reporting 26,125
casesin2010.
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Crime head-wise analysis (IPC) Rape (Sec. 376 IPC) (Incidence...22,172
Rates...1.9)

An increasing trend in cases of rape has been observed during2006 -
2008, A mixed trend in the incidence of rape has been observed during 2008 -
2010. These cases reported an increase of 7.2% in 2007over 2006, an increase of
3.5% in2008 over 2007, a decline of 0.3% in2009 over 2008 and an increase
of3.6% in 2010 over 2009. Madhya Pradesh has reported the highest number of
Rape cases (3,135) accounting for 14.1% of total such cases reported in the
country. However, Mizoram has reported the highest crime rate 9.1 as compared
to National average of 1.9.Rape cases have been further categorised as Incest
Rape and other Rape cases,

Incest Rape (Incidence...288)

Incest rape cases have decreased by 10.3% from 321 cases in 2009 to 288
cases in 2010 as compared to 3.6% increase in overall Rape cases. Maharashtra
(44) has accounted for the highest (15.3%) of the total such cases reported in the
country,

There were 22,193 victims of Rape out of 22,172 reported rape cases in
the country. 8.9%(1,975) of the total victims of Rape were girls under 14 years of
age, while 16.1%/( 3,570) were teen aged girls (14-18years). 57.4% (12,749) were
women in the age-group 18-30 years. 3,763victims {17.0%) were in the age-
group of 30-50 years while 0.6% (136) were over 50 years of age. The details are
given in Table-5.3.0ffenders were known to the victims in as many as 21,566
(97.3%) cases. Parents fclose family members were involved inl.3% (288 out of
21,566) of these cases, neighbours were involved in 36.2% cases (7,816 out of
21,566) and relatives were involved in 6.2% (1,3440ut of 21,566) cases. The State
JUT /City-wise details are presented inTable-5.4.

Kidnapping & Abduction (Sec. 363-373IPC) (Incidence...29,795 Rate...2.5)

These cases have reported an increase of 15.7% as compared to previous
year (25,741), Uttar Pradesh (5,468) has accounted for 18.4% of the total cases at
the National level. Delhi Uthas reported the highest rate at 9.5as compared to
the National average of 2.5.

Dowry Deaths (Sec. 302, 304B IPC) (Incidence...8,391 Rate...0.7)

These cases have increased by 0.1%over the previous year (8,383). 26.4%
of the total such cases reported in the country were reported from Uttar Pradesh
(2,217) alone followed by Bihar (1,257) (15.0%). The highest rate of crime (1.3)

was reported from Bihar as compared to the National average of 0.7.

Torture (Cruelty by Husband & Relatives) (Sec. 498-A IPC) (Incidence...94,041
Rate...7.9)

Torture’ cases in the country have increased by 5.0% over the previous
year (89,546). 18.9% of these were reported from West Bengal (17,796). The
highest rate of26.0 was reported from Tripura as compared to the National rate
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at7.g,

Molestation [Sec. 354 IPC) (Incidence...40,613 Rate...3.4)

Incidents of Molestation in the country have increased by 4.9% over the
previous year (38,711). Madhya Pradesh has reported the highest incidence
(6,646) amounting to 16.4%of total such cases. Tripura has reported the highest
rate (10.4) as compared to the National average of 3.4.

Sexual Harassment (Sec. 509 IPC) (Incidence...9,961 Rate...0.8)

The number of such cases has decreased by 9.5% over the previous year
(11,009). Andhra Pradesh has reported45.8% of cases (4,562) followed by
Maharashtra 11.8% (2,524). Andhra Pradesh has reported the highest crime rate
5.4 ascompared to the National average of0.8.

Importation of Girls (Sec. 366-B IPC) (Incidence...36)

A decrease of 25.0% has been observed in such cases as 36 cases were
reported during the year 2010 as compared to 48 cases in the previous year
{2009). Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal have reported 8 cases each accounting
for two-third of total such cases at the National level.
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Gross national happiness (GNH) is concerned with the indicators that measure
guality of life or social progress in more helistic and psychological terms than only
the economic indicator of gross domestic product (GDP). The term “gross national
happiness” was coined in 1972 by Bhutan's fourth Dragon King, Jigme Singye
Wangchuck, who has opened Bhutan to the age of modernization soon after the
demise of his father, ligme Dorji Wangchuk. He used this phrase to signal his
commitment to building an economy that would serve Bhutan's unique culture
based on Buddhist spiritual values, At first offered as a casual, offhand remark, the
concept was taken seriously, as the Centre for Bhutan Studies, under the leadership
of Karma Ura, developed a sophisticated survey instrument to measure the
population's general level of well-being (Gross National Happiness). Like many
psychological and social indicators, GNH is somewhat easier to state than to
define with mathematical precision. Nonetheless, it serves as a unifying vision
for Bhutan's five-year planning process and all the derived planning documents
that guide the economic and development plans of the country. GNH, like the
Genuine Progress Indicator, refers to the concept of a quantitative measurement of
well-being and happiness. The two measures are both motivated by the notion
that subjective measures like well-being are more relevant and important than
more objective measures like consumption. It is not measured directly, but only
the factors which are believed to lead to it.

According to Daniel Kahneman, a Princeton University psychologist,
happiness can be measured using the day reconstruction method, which consists in
recollecting memories of the previous working day by writing a short diary
(Templeton, Sarah-Kate, December 5, 2004). A second-generation GNH concept,
treating happiness as a socioeconomic development metric, was proposed in
2006 by Med Jones, the President of International Institute of Management. The
metric measures socioeconomic development by tracking seven development
areas including the nation's mental and emotional health (iim-edu.org). GNH
value is proposed to be an index function of the total average per capita of the
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following measures:
~ Economic Wellness: Indicated via direct survey and statistical
measuremeant of economic metrics such as consumer debt, average
income to consumer price index ratio and income distribution

~ Environmental Wellness: Indicated via direct survey and statistical
measurement of environmental metrics such as pollution, noise and
traffic.

» Physical Wellness: Indicated wvia statistical measurement of physical
health metrics such as severe ilinesses.

~ Mental Wellness: Indicated via direct survey and statistical measurement
of mental health metrics such as usage of antidepressants and rise or
decline of psychotherapy patients.

» Workplace Wellness: Indicated via direct survey and statistical
measurement of |labor metrics such as jobless claims, job change,
workplace complaints and lawsuits.

= Social Wellness: Indicated via direct survey and statistical measurement
of social metrics such as discrimination, safety, divorce rates, complaints
of domestic conflicts and family lawsuits, public lawsuits, crime rates.

» Political Wellness: Indicated via direct survey and statistical
measurement of political metrics such as the quality of local democracy,
individual freedom, and foreign conflicts.

Adam Kramer, a psychologist from the University of Oregon, has developed
a behavioral model of 'Grass National Happiness' based on the use of positive
and negative words in social network status updates, resulting in a quantitative
GNH metric (http://doi.acm.org).

Gross National Happiness (GNH) is a guantitative measure of the
happiness of the residents of a nation. Although happiness is by its nature very
difficult to measure, some people think that it could be an excellent complement
to more objective measures like a nation's Gross National Product. The concept
of Gross National Happiness is rooted in the spiritual values of Buddhism, which
place a heavy value on happiness and contentment. Advocates of the use of this
measurement as a development indicator believe that material development
can be accompanied by a state of happiness for most of a nation's citizens if the
development is well managed and happiness is an important value to the
government. A similar concept is the United Nations Human Development Index,
which takes issues like health care and education into account when calculating
the overall health of a nation.

There are four main foci to Gross National Happiness. One of the most
important in heavily forested Bhutan is the maintenance of a pristine and healthy
environment that is in a state of balance. Use of the environment should ideally
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be sustainable and harmonious; some people liken the entire country to a form
of park, since the Bhutanese environment is zealously guarded. (wisegeek.com).

Nowadays, the headquarter of the GNH is in a little town in Sao Paulg,
Brazil, called Porangaba. There, the official ambassador for thisindicatorin Brazil,
Susan Andrews, researches about this new concept and how it can reach people.
Brazil is becoming international reference in this new paradigm for well being for
everyone. The main idea is that the governments could use this indicator to find
out if the basic necessities of the population are being attended and then
formulate public politics. Since then, only three townships have adopted this as
an indicator: Campinas (SP), Bento Goncalves (RG) and Rajadinha (DF).
(http://www.youthinkgreen.org).

Dimensions Of Gross National Happiness Index:- Measuring the Gross
National Happiness Index is a complex process as it includes 33 indicators that
come from nine different core domains. The domains within GNH are the
components of happiness in Bhutan and each one is equally weighted in the
index.

According to the Center for Bhutan Studies, the nine domainsof GNH are:
~ Psychological wellbeing:- It is concerned with the balancing of the mind
and body towards every activity in the daily life of the person. The
individual conducts his/her every work with confidence and with full
efficiency (e.g. taking account of karma in daily life where considering
karma lessthandaily is viewed as 'deprived’).

~ Ecology:- It deals with the knowledge of the surroundings and
environment in which the man lives and works. It enforces the balanced
relationship between man and environment (e.g. knowing names and
species of local plants and animals where not knowing them is viewed as
'deprived')

» Health:- It is physical and mental well-being of the individual (e.g.
number of healthy days in the past 30 days where lessthan 26isviewed as
'deprived')

» Education:- It referred to the knowledge of society and about the

relationships. (e.g. historical literacy (knowledge on local legend and folk
stories) where lessthan 'good knowledge' is viewed as 'deprived’)

» Culture:- Knowledge of our customs, traditions, morals, rituals and value
their importance in life. (e.g. teaching children importance of
impartiality, Part of 'Value Transmission Index’ where seeing it asany less
than 'veryimportant' isviewed as 'deprived’)

~ Living Standards:- The simple living and high thinking is strengthening.
(e.g. difficulty in contributing to the community festivals where any level
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of difficulty experienced isviewed as 'deprived')

~ Time Use:- Giving importance and value to every activity in life and
devoting due time for these. (e.g. sleep hours where any less than 8 is
viewed as 'deprived')

» Community Vitality:- Adjustment and co-operation with the society and
community. (e.g. neighbours helping each other in the community
where any response less than 'always' is viewed as 'deprived’)

» Good Governance:- Taking care of rights and duties of the citizen and
providing due facilities to the public. (e.g. performance of central
government in reducing income gap where any performance rating less
than 'excellent’ is viewed as a failure). (Wynne, Gareth, 2011)

Fig. 1: Nine Dimensions of Gross Mational Happiness Index.

In order to make measuring the GNH less complicated these nine
domains are often included in the four larger pillars of GNH as laid out by the
Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bhutan to the United Nations in New York.
The pillars are 1) Sustainable and Equitable Socio-Economic Development, 2)
Conservation of the Environment, 3) Preservation and Promotion of Culture and
4) Good Governance. Each of these pillars includes the nine domains - for
example the 7th domain, community vitality, would fall into the 3rd pillar,
Preservationand Promotion of Culture.

Happiness As A Developmental Goal:- According to the Center for Bhutan
Studies, the Gross MNational Happiness Index “implies that sustainable
development should take a haolistic approach towards notions of progress and
give equal importance to non-economic aspects of wellbeing” (GNH Index). In
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order to do this, the GNH consists of a number index that is derived from the
ranking of 33 indicators that are a part of nine different domains in a society. The
domains include factors such as psychological wellbeing, health and education
{Brinev, Amanda, 2011).

Happiness varies across individuals and cultures (Lu L., Gilmour R., Kao 5.
F, et al,, 2001), despite being an ultimate goal for individuals in all human
societies. This concept is embedded in most religions and cultures, but in
contemporary times, the pursuit of happiness has been translated into an
unwavering pursuit of economic growth (McDonald R., 2005). The concept of
health and well-being has been the subject of discussion for a long time, and
numerous studies have been conducted on this subject (Helliwell J. F, 2010). In
recent years, psychologists and social scientists have made strides in research on
subjective well-being, and some of the major achievements have been the
development of models and measurement of subjective well-being (Diener, E. D.,
Chan, M. Y., 2011). Despite much progress, it has been highlighted that thereis a
need for more studies on the subject of health and happiness (Bekhet, A. K.;
Zauszniewski, J. A. and Nakhla, W. E,, 2008). Further, despite the increasing
amount of literature on health and well-being, happiness as a national goal has
notalways been pursued.

The fourth king of Bhutan, His Majesty ligme Singye Wangchuk, in 1974,
realizing the mismatch inthe trajectory of growth-oriented market economics as
a developmental philosophy, formulated the concept of GNH. To this end,
development should serve the total well-being of the people and economic
development is only the means to achieve it (Choden, T.; Kusago, T. and Shirai, K.,
2007). In Bhutan, happiness is considered as a public good, and it is the
responsibility of the government to create an enabling environment for the
pursuit of GNH, asenshrined in the constitution (Ura, K., 2008).

GNH in Bhutan is based on four principles, ie, sustainable and equitable
economic development, conservation of the environment, preservation and
promotion of culture, and good governance. The Centre for Bhutan Studies, as
mandated by the Royal Government of Bhutan, has developed a GNH index
under nine domains.

Sustainable development is defined as “development that meets the
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs,” encompasses social, economic, and environmental
dimensions (Von Schirnding Y., and Mulhelland, C., 2002). The values generated
from these important concepts can be used for active promaotion of health and
pursuit of happiness. Environmental preservation is one of the foundations of
GMNH, and in Bhutan, the constitution mandates that a minimum of 60% of land
area must have forest coverage. Ecological degradation, ecological knowledge,
and afforestation variables are measured under the environmental diversity
domain.
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For sustainable and healthy development promoting happiness of the
nation, all four dimensions of the GNH needs to be addressed in a balanced and
integrated manner, and measured periodically as a developmental yardstick.
Only thencan health, happiness, and development flourish harmoniously.

Role Of Education In Gross National Happiness Index (GNHI):-
Education means knowledge which les to liberation from ignorance and paves
the way for happiness in life. The fundamental purpose of education is to
transfigure the human personality into a pattern of perfection through a
systematic process of development of the hody, the enrichment of mind, the
sublimation of the emotions and the illumination of the spirit. Without
education, a man is s0 circumstanced that he knows not how to make the best of
himself. The concept of GNH has often been explained by its four pillars: Good
governance, sustainable socio-economic development, cultural preservation
and environmental conservation. More recently, the four pillars have been
furtherclassified into nine domains in ordertocreate a broader understanding of
GNH and to reflect the holistic range of GNH values. The domains represent each
of the components of well-being of the Bhutanese people, which refers to
fulfilling conditions of a 'good life' according to the values and principles laid
down by the concept of GNH. Interestingly, despite emphasizing happiness over
materialism, over the past two decades life expectancy has doubled in the
country and universal education has become the norm. The educational
approach is, however, influenced by the GNH philosophy. The role of education
as an instrument of gross happiness needs to be widely recognized. Education is
regarded as the most powerful instrument for emancipation and empowerment
of those who needs to understand the concept of the gross happiness index. The
roots of role of education in gross happiness index lies in our schools. In schools,
in addition to math and science, children are taught how to produce food
sustainably, how to protect the environment and how to meditate in order to
make their life happy. The idea of this education is to prepare children to be good
people, not just economic players (Hanley, Paul, 2013). The education helps the
individual to enable him to make adjustments inall situations and circumstances.

Conclusion:- With many of the world's countries about as unhappy as they can
get because of their sagging GDP figures, the tiny nation of Bhutanis going in the
opposite direction. Officials there have come up with a different indicator, called
gross national happiness (GNH). At first blush, GNH seems a bit like the Five Day
Weekend — a tongue-in-cheek commentary on the pursuit of wealth common
among developed nations. However, the Bhutanese are quite earnest about
implementing GNH as their key economic indicator (Clark, losh, 2009). Despite
the popularity of the Gross National Happiness Index in Bhutan, it has received
considerable criticism from other areas. One of the largest criticisms of GNH s
that the domains and indicators are relatively subjective. Critics claim that
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because of the subjectivity of the indicators it is too difficult to get an accurate
guantitative measurement on happiness. They also say that due to the
subjectivity, governments may be able to change GNH results in a way that best
suits their interests. In spite of these criticisms however, it is important to note
that GNH is a different and important way to simply look at economic and social
progress around the world. Thus, it can be said inthe end that we should enforce
gross national happinessindex in school education.

References:-

1.

10.

Shodh Shree / April-June 2013

Bekhet, A. K.; Zouszniewski, ). A. and Nakhla, W E. (2008). Hoppiness: theoretical ond
empirical considerations. Nurs Forum. Vol 43(1):12-23. {Published M. Ed. Thesis),
Retrieved from http:/fwww.nchi nlm.nih.gov/oubmed/18269440 on 25/06/2010,
Retrieved from http/fwww. ncbinim. nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3155859/ on
27/02/2013.

Brinev. Amanda (2011). Overview of the Gross Notional Hoppiness Index. Retrieved from
http://www.geography.about.com/od/culturalgeography/o/Gross-National-
Happiness. htm on 04/03/2013.

Choden, T, Kusogo, T. ond Shirai, K (2007). Gross Notionol Happiness and Moterial
Welfare in Bhuton and Jopan. Retrieved from http:/fwww.bhutanstudies.org.bt
JpubFiles/GNH-MaterialWelfare-part1.pdf on 02 November, 2010, Retrieved from
http: A www.nchinim, nih, gov/pme/articles/PAC3155859/ on 27/02/2013,

Clark, Josh (2009). Is Gross National Happiness more important than the GDP? Retrieved
from http ffwww money. howstuffworks. com/gross-nationol-happiness.htm on
23/10/2010.

Diener, £. D, Chan, M. ¥. (2011). Hoppy people live longer. subjective well-being
contributes to health and longevity. Applied Psychology: Health and Well-Being. Vol,
3(1):1-43. Retrieved from http/fwww.nebi nlm.nih.gov/pmefarticles/PMC3155859/
on 27/02/2013

doi.acm.org. An Unobtrusive Behaviorol Mode! of ‘Gross National Hoppiness', Retrieved
from http://www. doi.acm.org/10.1145/1753326.1753369. Retrieved from
http:/fwww.en wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_national_hoppiness on 21/01/2013,

Gross National Hoppiness., The Centre for Bhutan 5Studies. Retrieved from
http:/fwww. grossnotionolhappiness.com on 24/03/2011. Retrieved from
http:Afwww.en wikipedia org/wiki/Gross_national_happiness on 21/01/2013.

Hanley, Poul (2013). Gross National Happiness grades well-being. The Star Phoenix.
Retrieved from http:/fwww.thestgrphoenix. com/health/Gross+Naotionol+
Happiness+grades-+well+being/7763920/tory.html on 03/03/2013.

Helliwell, 1. F. {2010). Well-being, Sociaol Capital and Public Policy: whot’s new ? Notional
Bureau of Economic Research (NBER). Working Paper No W11807, Cambridge, WMA:
NBER. Retrieved from http./fwww.ncbi nim.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3155858/ on
27/02/2013,

iim-edu.org. Gross National Hoppiness (GNH) - Gross National Happiness Poficy and The
American Pursuit of Unhoppiness- Med Jones, IV, retrieved from htto/fwww iim-

ISSN 2277-5587

Dr. Ranjana Bhan & Dr. Sanjeev Kumar 127

11,

12,

13,

14,

15,

1s.

17

18.

Shodh Shree [/ April-June 2013

edu.org/fgrossnationalhappiness/ on 11/07/2012. Retrieved from http:
Jfwww en.wikipedio.org/wiki/Gross_national_happiness on 21/01/2013,

Lu, L.; Gilmour B.; Kao 5. £ et al, (2001). Two ways to achieve happiness: when the East
meets the West. Pers Individ DIf, Vol. 30(7): 1161-1174. Retrieved from
http:/fwww.nchinim. nih. gov/pme/articies/PMC3155839/ on 27/02/2013,

MeDonald R. {2005). Towards g new conceptualization of Gross National Hoppiness and
its foundations. lournol of Bhutan Studies. Vol 12 (23) pp. 46. Retrieved from
http:ffwww.nchi nlm. nih. gov/pmc/articles/PMC3155859 on 27/02/2013,

Templeton, Sarah-Kote {December 5, 2004). Hoppiness is the new economics. London:
Timesonline. Retrieved from http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0, 2087-
1388623.00.html on 08/01/2007. Retrieved from http/fwww.enwikipedia.org/
wiki/Gross_national_happinesson 21/01,/2013.

Ura, K. (2008). Explanation of GNH I[ndex. Retrieved from http://
www. grossnationalhoppiness.comy/gnhindex/intruductionGNH. aspx on 25th January,
2009, Retrieved from http/fvwww. nchi.nim.nib.gov/ pme/articles/PMC3155859/ on
27/02/2013,

Von Schirnding ¥, and Mulholland, C (2002). Health in the Context of Sustainable
Development: An Introductory Document, Oslo; World Health Organization, 2002,
Retrieved from http.//www. bvsde paho.org/bvsacd/ssataller/heasustdev pdf on June
12, 2011, Retrieved from htto://www.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3155859/ on
27/02/2013.

wisegeek.com. What is Gross Notionol Hoppiness? Retrieved from
httg:/fwww wisegeek com/what-is-gross-national-happiness. htrm on 03/03/2013.
Wynne, Gareth (2011). Gross National Hoppiness - the economic and social benefits of
happy citizens, Retrieved from http./fwww.innovationunit.org/blog/201106/gross-
notional-hoppiness-economic-and-sociol-benefits-happy-citizens on 17/02/2013,
youthinkgreen.org. Gross Notional Happiness. Retrieved from http://
www.youthinkgreen.org/group-brasil-01/2012/05/14/gross-natiohal-happiness/ on
07/03/2013.

ISSN 2277-5587



Effectiveness Of Computer -Assisted SEORE S

Instruction (CAI) On The {%ﬁ.
Acadamicachivement Of Class Ix '& j

Students In English shodbahreag@gmelLcom
Dr. Nivedita

Assist.Prof.,Deptt. of Education, CDLU,Sirsa (Haryana)

Ranjeet Singh

Assist.Prof.Shah Satnam Ji PG College of Education, Sirsa (Haryana)

We are living in a changing world. Whole world is undergoing a revolution,
Technology is revolutionizing our field of education by altering its structure
despite of institutional walls, developing new ways to access information and
salve problems. History of the use of technology in education takes us to the
stage when the subject matter became valuable in the form of printing material
and textbooks. It was soon supplemented by the use of teaching aids like
blackboard, specimen, pictures, charts, models, maps and figures, etc.

Computer-assisted Instruction:- “Computer-assisted instruction” (CAl) refers to
instruction or remediation presented on a computer. Many educational
computer programs are available online and from computer stores and textbook
companies, They enhance teacher instruction in several ways. Computer
programs are Interactive and can illustrate a concept through attractive
animation, sound, and demonstration. Computers provide immediate feedback,
letting students know whether their answer is correct. If the answer is not
correct, the program shows students how to correctly answer the gquestion.
Computers offer a different type of activity and a change of pace from teacher-
led or group instruction. There are many advantages of CAl. These are : No
Annoyance , Graphics Facility , Interactive Graphics , Enrichment of courses,
Active participation, Accurate data, Immediate feedback etc.

Rationale Of The Study:- It is a highly disturbing trend that standards of
teaching and learning English have definitely fallen in the country. It is, therefore,
important that the effective methods of teaching the language are tried out to
raise the standards of teaching and learning in the country. The use of
instructional media like teaching machines, films, television and computers is
almost nil in India.ln subject like English, Computers play a significant role.
Computer provides a standardized approach of presenting infarmation to
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students. By using Computer a teacher can taught prose, poetry and grammar
quickly and systematically to clarify in an effective manner. So the present study
isanattemptinthisdirection.

Statement Of The Problem:-
“Effectiveness of Computer-Assisted Instruction (CAl) on the academic
achievernent of classixstudentsin English”

Operational Definitions Of Terms Used:-

» [Effectiveness:- Effectiveness of the computer assisted instruction in
teaching of English refers to the achievement or realization of objectives
ofteaching English.

~» Computer Assisted Instruction:- Computer-Assisted Instruction may be
defined as a method of instruction in which there is a purposeful
interaction between a learner and computer device for helping the
individual learner to achieve the desired instructional objectives with his
own pace and abilities at hiscommand.

~ Acadamic Achievement:- Academic achievement can be defined as
excellence in all academic disciplines, in class as well as extra-curricular
activities. It includes excellence in sporting behavior ,confidence
communication skills, punctuality, Arts and Culture etc,

Objectives:-
# To study the difference in the achievement of students taught English
through computer and conventional method.
~ To study the difference in the achievement of male students taught
English through computerand conventional method.
# To study the difference in the achievement of female students taught
English through computerand conventional method.

Hypotheses:-
# There is no significant difference in the achievement of students of
English taught through computerand conventional method.
~ There is no significant difference in the achievement of male students of
Englishtaughtthrough computerand conventional method.
#» There is no significant difference in the achievement of female students
of English taught through computerand conventional method.

Method Used In Present Study:- The nature of the study clearly indicates
that the present investigation is based on the classroom teaching involving both
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the teacher and the students. The experimental method was most suitable for
the present research and was adopted by the investigator. VARIABLES
Independent Variable: for the experimental group, the independent variable
was 'computer assisted instruction' (cai) where as for the control group; the
independent variable was 'traditional method,’

Dependent Variable: Dependent variable was academic achievement. The
scores abtained by the pupilsin the post-test,

Sample And Procedure Of The Study:- In the present study, a sample of 60
students studying in class IX of Govt. Sen. Sec. School, Kuttabadh was selected
by random sampling procedure. On the basis of scores obtained in pre
achievement test, the whole sample is divided into two groups i.e. Experimental
& Controlled group of 30 students each. During the experiment, a few selected
topics from English of class IX were taught to both the groups' i.e. experimental
group (30tudents) & controlied group (30students). The experimental group was
taught by CAl i.e. through computer & the controlled group was taught through
traditional method i.e. lecture method separately. After the experimental
treatment, a post-test (achievement test) was administered to both the groups.

Design Of The Study:- The present study is experimental in nature. For this
purpose, pre-test post- test, experimental -control group design is framed.

Group Independentvariable Post-Test

Teaching through ET

Experimental
Computer

Control Teaching through CT,

A sample of 60 students of class IX was taken
(60 students )

Pre-test
] | J
Controlled group Experimental method
(30 students) (30 students)
Teaching through Teaching through

Conventional method

' .

Post Test Post Test
Tools To Be Used:- Power Point Slides And Questionnaire Were Made By The
Researcher,
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Statistical Techniques To Be Used:- Appropriate descriptive statistics like
mean, median, mode, 't' test & standard deviations were used.

Delimitations Of The Study:-
» The study isdelimited to one govt. Sen. Sec, school of Kuttabadh , District
Sirsa.
» The study is confined to one variable of performance i.e. academic
achievement.
» Fewtopicsof English were taken.
The study is delimited toclassX.
# The present study is consists of two parallel groups of 30 students each.

N

Performance of Students Prior to Intervention:-

Group N | Mean |S5tandard| C.R.value Remarks
Deviation| ort-value

Experimental 15.40 | 1.06 37 Insignificant at both
Group 0.05 & 0.01 level
Controlled 1523 | 119

Group

Table-1 of t-test of Pre-Test scores of Experimental & Controlled Group.

Degree of Freedom : N1+#N2-2 = 30+30-2 = 60-2= 58

Tabular value of t at 0.05 level=2.00, at 0.01 level= 2.66

Interpretation:- As shown in table (4.1), the calculated value of 't' for both the
groups is less than the tabular value of 't'i.e. 2.00 and 2.66 at both 0.05 and 0.01
levels of significance respectively. This implies that the initial behaviour of the
two groups was same before the intervention.

Analysis And Interpretation:-
Hypothesis 1. There is no significant difference in the achievement of students
of English taught through computer and conventional method.
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Group Method N Standard| C.R. Remarks
Deviation| value

Experimental | CAl 21.47|156 |2645 ﬂg‘;;'ﬁﬂ"f'”t

Group 03 |3 ""
0.05 & 0.01
leve|

Controlled | Convention 16. 1.17

Group al Method 30

Table-2 of t-test of post-test scores of student of Experimental group (CAl) &
Control Group (Conventional Method).

Degree of Freedom=N1+N2-2=30+30-2=58

Tabularvalue of t at0.05 level=2.00,at0.01 level=2.66

Interpretation:- Table-2 reveals that the mean score of students taught through
computer is 21.03 whereas the mean score of students taught through
conventional method 16.30.The difference of the means is 4,73 which is in the
favour of the students taught English through CAl. The C.R. value ,26.45 is
significant at both level of significance. So hypothesis no. 1 is rejected at this base
which is showing no significant difference in the achievement of students of
English taught through computer and Conventional Method. This implies that
there is significant difference in the performance of students taught the concepts
of English through computer and conventional method. Thus we can conclude
that teaching English through computer is better than teaching English through
conventional method.

Hypothesis 2. There is no significant difference in the achievement of male
studentsof English taught through computer and conventional method.

Group Method M Standard| C . R .| Remarks

Deviation| value

Experimental | CAl 20.14.7| 170 17.75 significant

Group g3 |3 at both 0.05
£0.01 level

Controlled | Convention 16, 1.26

Group al Method 20
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Table-3 of t-test of post-test scores of male students of Experimental group
(CAl) & Control Group (Conventional Methad).
Degree of Freedom=N1+N2-2=15+15-2=28
Tabular value of t at0.05 level= 2.05,at 0.01 level=2.76

Table-3 reveals that the mean score of students taught through computer
is 20.93 whereas the mean score of students taught through conventional
method is 16.20.The differance of the means is 4.73 which is in the favour of the
students taught English through CAl. The C.R. value , 17.75 is significant at both
level of significance. So hypothesis no.2 is rejected at this base which is showing
no significant difference in the achievement of male students of English taught
through computer and Conventional Method. This implies that there is
significant difference inthe performance of male students taught the concepts of
English through computer and conventional method. Thus we can conclude that
teaching English through computer is better than teaching English through
conventional method.
Hypothesis 3. There is no significant difference in the achieverment of female
students of English taught through computerand conventional method.

Group Method N Standard|C . R .| Remarks

Deviation| value

Experimental | CAl 21.14.7 145 19.07 significant at

Group 13 |3 both 0.05 &
0.01level

Controlled | Convention 16. 1.12

Group al Method 40

Table-4 of t-test of post-test scores of female students of Experimental group
(CAl) & Control Group (Conventional Method).

Degree of Freedom=N1+N2-2=15+15-2=28

Tabularvalue of t at0.05 level=2.05,at0.01level=2.76

The calculated value of 't' is 19.07. This value is much higher than the tabular
value of 't' i.e. 2.05 and 2.76 at both 0.05 and 0.01 levels of significance
respectively. This implies that there is significant difference in the performance
of female students taught the concepts of English through computer and
conventional method. Hence, hypothesisno. 3 isalso rejected.

Main Findings Of The Study:- The main findings of the study on the basis of
analysisand interpretation of data are given below:
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» Teaching English through Computer is better than teaching English

through Conventional Method because the mean score of students
taught through Computer is higher than the mean score of students
taught through Conventional Method and significant at both level of
significance.

Achievement of male students taught English through Computeris better
than the achieverment of male students taught English through
Conventional Method because the mean score of male students taught
English through computer is higher than the mean score of male students
taught English through Conventional Method and significant at both level
of significance.

Achievement of female students taught English through Computer is
better than the achievement of female students taught English through
Conventional Method because the mean score of female students taught
English through computer is higher than the mean score of female
students taught English through Conventional Method and significant at
both level of significance.

Educational Implications:- The present study has its implications for teachers,
students, teacher education & for curriculum development & designing of
instructional material. There are some implications of the CAl which is given

below

-~
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By using computer assisted instructions, the students remain active
throughoutinthe teaching learning process.

It is helpful in achieving educational objectives.

Helpful for curriculum development.

Itcreates interestinthe teachinglearning process.

It is very helpful in difficult subjects like science, physics and math etc.
because power point presentationclear the concepteasily.

Itisa overcome on the traditional methods of teaching.

It helps the teacher and the learner to cover up more syllabus in less
time.

CAlis more useful forteaching the idiomsand phrases of English.
Itisveryimportant for teachers to improve their teachingand learn about
new techniques of teaching because teacher is the base of teaching
learning process.

It makes the teaching learning process easy, effective, and
comprehensive.

It helps in giving proper training for different skills i.e. listening reading
and speaking.

Learning through such package increases the curiosity and capabilities of
the students.
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The teaching through this kind of CAl effects more senses of the students
and they make use of the learnt concepts in higher education or in life
where

necessary.

Suggestions For The Further Study:- Based on finding & conclusions of the
present study and taking into considerations its delimitations, the following
suggestionsare made for the further research in this area:

The present study was conducted on high school students. Further

F
studies may be conducted on primary school students.

~ The present study was related to the achievement of the students.
Further studies may be conducted on more variables like creativity, self-
concept, motivation & socio-economic status etc.

# The study has been undertaken to find the effect of methods of teaching
on learning the concepts of English. Similar studies may be conducted by
taking concepts of different disciplines like environment science, social
science, math, geography etc.

» The present study was conducted on high school students. Further
studies may be conducted on degree college students.

#» This study was delimited to one Govt. Sen. Sec. School in rural area. The
similar studies may be conducted inthe urban area.
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A Study of Values of Existing Secondary
Teachers and Student-Teachers
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The term 'value' does not have a simple unitary meaning like dancing or playing,
which refers to particular type of activity. From etymological point of view, value
signifies that quality of an individual or thing which makes that individual or thing
important, respectable and useful. This guality may be internal or external or
both. The term 'value' expresses the significance-great or small, which a man
ascribes to matters related to particular activity or experience or to his life in
general and thus provides him guidance for his behaviour. Values do not exist as
objects in space and time, but are established by judgments —by judging things,
gualities, events or actions from a personal point of view. The idealists believe,
“the objective of living and learning is to develop the natural man into the ideal
man.” According to them, values substantially exist and man values them
because they are realities and part of the fabric of cosmos. They, however, add
that while the values exist in themselves, the act of valuing them is an individual
experience. They believe that the student realizes values and value has existence
in hisinterests and desires (Taneja, 1984).

Unlike the idealists, the pragmatists hold that values are not pre-existent,
fixed or eternal. Pragmatists' values are not absolute in themselves, but are
valuable in a relative way to the situation requiring a choice and to the future
situation that might hypothetically exist as the result of immediate alternatives
of action. Man creates values according to circumstances and environment. The
naturalists and realists believe that values are found in nature and are discovered
by manwhaois a rational being.

In the broader sense, any thing good or bad is a value (Pepper, 1958) ora
value is anything of interest to a human subject ( Perry, 1954), Men are not
indifferent to the world; they do not stop with a sheer factual view of their
experience. (Kohler, 1938).

Rokeach (1973) defines values as an enduring belief a specific mode of
conduct, or end state of existence, Gorden, Allport (1969) has defined value as “a
belief upon which a man acts by preferences.” Avalue is what is desired or what is
sought. Values may be operationally conceived to one's physical or mental health
as well as to social welfare and adjustment and which are in tune with one's
culture.

Every individual arranges hisvalues in a set pattern by preferring one over
the other, indicates his value preferences. Whenever a person is faced with two
or more competing values, he has to make a decision in the situation. According
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to Steel and Harman (1983), “ Values are organised into heirarchical structures.
The emerging value system has a rank ordering of values along a continuum
which reflects the relative impaortance of thevalues, therefore, each value relates
toasereisofahighervalues”

Since, teacher is the most vital and appropriate person in the entire
formal educational setting for enculeating values in young learners and so, from
this poing of view, it is extremely necessary to ensure that he plays his role as a
model of character and good behaviour and as an epitome of those values which
the society wishes to inculcate in learners. It needs to be kept in mind that a
teacher occupies a position of authority in the eyes of his students and they
always tend to follow him. The teacher earns this position not through his ability
to satisfy his students' learning needs but also on account of his *Assist. Teacher,
K.R.R.|.College, Farrukhabad

Teaching behaviour is considered relevant, yet for acting as a role model
and source of inspiration for his students to make them good human beings and
men of character, his behaviourasateacherisalltoo important.

Kornhauser (1996) stresses that 'knowledge interwoven with values
creates wisdom.' The task is not an easy one, particularly, in face of a general
climate of deterioration prevailing in the society all around. To begin with, one
obvious method would be to create such an ambience in the teacher training
institutions which is conducive to the inculcation of these values among the
prospective teachers. If trainee-teachers are groomed in an institutional setting
and climate which does not facilitate orientation and practice of these values or
does not weigh these values as important ingredients of the entire teacher
preparation programme and of the teaching learning process, not many qualities
of character would be imbibed by the future teachers in the course of their
training, In the same way existing teachers also need to be tackled to be socially
responsible, accountable and future ready facilitators.

Before launching any comprehensive programme to inculcate values
among existing secondary teachers and student-teachers, it is very essential to
know the essential value system held by the existing and would-be teachers. The
present work is an attempt to study and compare the value patterns of existing
secondary teachers and student-teachers. |t is hoped that the findings of the
present study would be helpful to teachers, teacher-educators, educational
planners and administrators.

Objectives:-
» To study the value pattern of Existing Secondary Teachers and Student-
Teachers.
» To compare the different values of Existing Secondary Teachers and
Student-Teachers.

Shodh Shree / April-June 2013 ISSN 2277-5587

Dr. Yashwant Singh 139

Method:- The present work attempts to study and compare the value patterns
of existing secondary teachers and student-teachers. As per the nature of the
study, it requires descriptive analysis of values. Thus, Normative Survey Method
was used in this study.

Sample:- The sample consisted of 25 Existing Secondary Teachers (teaching 6"
to 12" classes) and 25 Student-Teachers. They were randomly selected from Inter
Colleges and Teacher Education Colleges { of Farrukhabad, U.P.) respectively.

Tool:- The assessment of value was done with the help of the 'Study of Values'
scale{ Dr. RajkumarQjha, 1990) based ondescribed value pattern of Spranger.

Statistical Analysis:- Data analysis was done by using 't' test of significan

Result and Disscussion:- The investigation was intended to study the value
pattern of existing secondary teachers and student-teachers. The value scores of

both groups are being presented in the form of rank orders in the following table:
Table-1
Value Pattern in the Form of Rank Order

Group Theoretical |Economic |Aesthetic | Social |Political |Religious
Existing I 2 6 3 4 5
Secondary

Student- 1 2 (&) 3 4 5

As per the table, although a significant variety was observed in the mean
values by the groups i.e. Existing Secondary Teachers and Student-Teachers, yet
both groups strangley gave same rank to value pattern. Both the groups placed
Theoretical value at the top. Economic value was given second preference and
consequently Aesthetic value was preferred least by both the groups.

Interpreting the most preferred Theoretical value by the groups under
study it may be said that being in teaching profession their interests are
empirical, critical and rational. They find the things or situations realistic what
has been taught to them. They take cognitive attitude. Regarding second most
preferred Economic value, it may be said that thinking about life and things has
changed a lot. In modern society individual's prestiege is being judged in terms
of economy. It is the economy of the individual which fixes the individual's place
in the society. The teachers also are no exception in this regard. They have also
become materialistic and economic. That's why, they perceive the things in wide
perspective and rationlise that economic well being plays a vital role in one's life
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long adjustment and help themto lead happy and prosperous life.

Both the groups, i.e. Student-Teachers and Existing Student-Teachers has
ranked social value at third level which shows the teacher's philanthropic aspect.
As they teach their students to be kind, sympathetic and social so they
themselves have socialistic value thatis 'love of people'. Teachers, today, are well
acquainted with the fact that in the present circumstances, power can be
attained through politics. That's why both the groups have ranked politicalo
values higher to Religious and Aesthetic values. Interpreting the least preferrad
Aesthetic value it may be said that the aesthetic attitude is, in a sense,
diametricalloy opposed to the theoretical. As both the groups have ranked
theoretical value at the top rank, so they do not give importance to grace,
symmetry and beauty.
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Table-2
Singnificance of Difference between Means of Student-Teachers and Existing
Secondary Teachers,

Values Student Existing SED t'- Level of significance

Teachers Secondary value at f-48

Teachers
M 5D %] sD at .05 at .01
201 2.68

Theoretical [ 4408 |464 |4696 |6.07 |152 |1.89 - —
Economic | 41,12 |s504 (4636 |B52 [197 |2.65 Significant e
Aesthetic 3558 |&85 [3072 [550 |176 |Z.81 Significant | Significant
Social 4096 | 617 (4428 (483 |1568 |2.13 Significant wamamnann
Pelitical 3548 (492 |3580 (214 |106 | .31 m— | e
Religious 37.44 { 681 (3500 (860 |215 [1.11 e s

Table 2 comprises the summary of mean, standard deviation and 't' value
for the taken six values, i.e. Theoretical, Economic, Social, Political and Religious.
The table indicates that there is a significant difference between means of
Student-Teachers and Existing Secondary Teachers on Economic, Aesthetic and
Social values, Their mean values shows that Existing Secondary Teachers ( ME =
46.36, M5 = 44.28) intend more towards the development of Econonmic and
Social values in comparison to the Student-Teachers (ME = 41.12 and MS =
40.96). But the mean value of Student-Teachers (MA = 35.68) shows that
Student-Teachers are more Aesthetic as compared to Existing Secondary
Teachers (MA= 30.72). The results connotes that Existing Secondary Teachers
prefer Economic value in comparison to Student-Teachers. This means that
Existing Secondary Teachers are more inclined towards economic aspect and are
materialistic. It is, perhaps, due to individual and family demands and social
recognition in the present materialistic society. In the same way, 't' value is
significant at .05 level for Social value where Existing Secondary Teachers were
found having higher social outlook than their counterparts. It is, perhaps, due to
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being experienced, having social relations and their resposnsibilitiies. Existing
Secondary Teachers being older in age have got more opportunities and life
experience.

As per table, Student-Teachers obtained higher mean score on Aesthetic
value than Existing Secondary Teachers. The 't'value is significant at both .05 and
01 levels of confidence, which means that the student-teachers are more
inclined towards aestheticism than the Existing Secondary Teachers. It is,
perhaps, due to having more energy and passion for beauty, balance and
harmony. Being away of ground realities of professional life they tend to make
emotional decision which are baded on the way they feel.

On the basis of the results of the present study the following conclusion
may bedrawn.

# Experience is related to value system and has singnificant impact on

Economic, Social and Aesthetic values.

~ Existing Secondary Teachers were found having significant edge over
Stuent-Teachers on Economic and Social values while Student-Teachers,
on Aesthetic value over their counter-parts.

~ Both, Existing Secondary Teachers and Student-Teachers, ranked values
inthesame order.

Finding of the study have implications for educationists, policy makers,
councellers, student-teachersand so on.
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"Mentally Retardation refers to significantly sub-average general intellectual
functioning resulting in associated with deficits in adaptive behavior and
manifested during the developmental period.”(American Association on
Mentally Retardation's [AAMR].}

Mental retardation is a term for a person who has limitation in mental
functioning and in skills such as communication, taking care of him or herself and
sacial skills. A general, define condition with various symptoms, caused by luck of
development of the brain before birth. These limitations will cause a child to
learn and develop more slowly than a typical child. Child who have retardation
may take longer to learn to speak, to walk, and take care of their personal needs
such as dressing or eating. They are likely to have trouble learning in school. They
will learn but it will take them longer. There may be some things they cannot
learn.

In 1941, “Doll suggested six essential criteria of Mental retardation, these are-

- Social incompetence
Due to mental sub-normality
Which has been developmentally arrested
Which obtains at maturity
Constitutional originand

- Essentially incurable.

The performance and behavior of normal person or even a mentally
retarded person in never depended only on his or herintellectual capacity, butan
many other factors like emotional maturity, education, training and the social
and cultural environment. There are three criteria before a person is considerad
to have Mental retardation, their IQ is below 75, they have significant limits in
two or more adaptive behavioral areas, and the condition is present since
childhood. Down syndrome, fetal alcohol syndrome and Fragile X are the three
most common genetic causes of mental retardation. Mental retardation is
claimed to not be a disease, it is also claimed to not be a type of mental illness,
such asdepression.

Mentally retarded children live in their own world. Their mental status
prevents them from acquiring social skills. This retardation is pervasive and is

¥y Yy
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seen in all societies and cultures in various proportions. There are many different
perspectives on understanding social skill and social competence. Sociological
perspectives stress the importance that cultural and social factors play in our
social lives, ecological perspectives highlight the importance of context and
environment social psychological perspectives. Awareness of self and of others
contributes to our effective social behavior in a number of different ways. Our
self system is made up of our understanding of internal events knowledge about
external events personal and social identities and the extent to which we have
any sense of agency or control over the things that happen to us. The two aspects
of awareness are awareness of internal events and awareness of others,

Statement of the problem:- “Perception of parents on developing social
skills towards Mentally Retarded children.”

Operational definitions:-

» Mental Retardation:- Mental retardation is a term for a person who has
limitation in mental functioning and in skills such as communication,
taking care of him or herself and social skills.

~ Social skills:- social skills are often defined as complex set of skills that
include cormmunication, problem solving and decision making, ascertain,
peer and group interaction and self management.(Haager and Vaughn,
1995)

= Perception:- Here, perception means the understanding or the way of
seeing at of parents towards developing social skills on mentally retarded
children.

Objectives of the study:- To investigate the opinions of the parents on social
skills of mentally retarded children onthe aspect such as:-

~ Categorization of skills,

# Social skillsto be developed,

~ Activities to be developed.

Methodology of the Research

Population:- The population constituted all the parents of mentally retarded
childreninspecial schoel situated in the Faizabad and Ayodhya (Uttar Pradesh).
Sample:- The sample as selected through stratified Random Sampling
procedure. The sample consists of 30 parents having Mild & Moderate mentally
retarded children in Faizabad and Ayodhya (Uttar Pradesh).

Tools

Observation schedule:- The observation schedule was covering the social
activities to be developed and related to the social. The observation schedule
contained three parts. Part- 1 consists of types of skills, Part-2 consists of
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important social skills and Part-3 consists of social skill activities check list.

The parents were asked to fillup the ebservation schedule with necessary
details by putting a tick () mark on the response which was applicable to the
mentally challenged children. Each parent was given a schedule and importance
of the study was explained.

Procedure for data collection:- The study filled in observation schedules
were collected from the parents observation were noted and presented as case
wise.

Data analysis and results:-

Table-1
Order of preference skills on observations of parents
Sl. No. Category of skill Parents observa tion
percentage
1; Personal skills 79
2. Social skills 67
3. Academic skills 55
4, Occupational skills 35

Table-1 shows that the parents of mentally retarded children have given
first preference (79%)for developing of personal skills, second preference(67%)
for developing of social skills, third preference fordeveloping academic skillsand
least importance to developing occupational skills.
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Table-2 shows that parents observations of social skills and their
importance. 85% of the parents have accorded more importance on the skill
'speaking courteously.! The other social skills =behaving in a socially acceptable
manneris 76%, meaningful interaction with others is 75%, improving vocabulary
of the child with 69% and Participations in a social functions independently is
68% and 43% parents of mentally retarded children expressed their least
importance on understanding and following instructions.

Table-3
Level of importance of parents in development of social skills in mentally
retarded children

Sl. No. | Category of social skill Parents
%
1 Smiling in response G8
2. Respecting the privacy and property of others 63
3. Behaving appropriately with the opposite sex 59
4, Greeting others 1
5. Responding to own name 23
B, Participating appropriately at meal time 50
A Playing with peers/ sharing ohjects 48
B Obeying commands 45
9, Engaging useful activities during free time 43
10. Helping others 42
11. Waving goodbye EL
12. Participating in social functions 36
13. ‘Waiting for needs to be fulfilled 34
14. Following instructions 33
15 Being friendly with newcomers 30
16. Dressing and grooming appropriate to the situation 29
17 Sharing things with friends 27
18 Saying please, thank you, sorry, appropriately 25
19. Reaching/goes to the familiar persons 23
20. Asking permission 22

Table-2

Importance of categories of social skills opinion parents
5l. | Category of social skill Parents Rank
No. percentage
1. Meaningful interaction with others 75 m
2 Understanding and following instructions | 43 IX
a, Using public places appropriate 60 Vi
4, Seeking permission 55 vl
5, Improving vacabulary of the child 69 v
6. Behaving in a society acceptable manner | 76 1]
2 Speaking courteously 85 I
8, Marrating incidents 49 Vil
9, Participations in a social functions 68 v

independently
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Table-3 shows that parents have accorded higher leve| of importance on
social skills viz. smiling in response 68%, respecting the privacy and property of
others 63%, behaving appropriately with the opposite sex 59%, greeting others
56%, responding to own name of 53%, Participating appropriately at meal time
50%, Playing with peers/ sharing objects 48%.

Above data shows that parents are more ambitious in their opinion with
regards to the development of social skills. Parents have opined that all the skills
identified can be developed with the percentage ranging 22 to 68, The parents
enthusiastically want to see overall skills development in the mentally retarded
under theircare,
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Finding of the study:- Parents of mentally retarded children give more
importance to development of personal skills, after that parents give second
importance to development of social skills, give third importance to
development of academic skills and give leas importance to development the
occupational skills.

Parents opinion on developing social skills like Speaking courteously,
behaving in a society acceptable manner, meaningful interaction with others,
Improving vocabulary of the child, participations in a social functions
independently but given low preference to Understanding and following
instructions, Narrating incidents, Seeking permission.

Parents of mentally retarded children have accorded higher level of
importance an social skills like smiling in response, respecting the privacy and
property of others, behaving appropriately with the opposite sex, greeting
others, responding to own name, Participating appropriately at meal time
Playing with peers/ sharing objects.

Conclusion:- Parents play a crucial role in the growth and development of their
children, because children spend most of their time with their parents and they
imitate and learn from them. 5o, for the normal development and social
competence, parenting is very important. The teachers have to develop social
skills interaction with co-children parents, elders, teachers and developing
etiguette. In fact, both parents and teachers have to be continuously aware of
the development of social skills. Appropriate social behavior is necessary for any
person to be an acceptable member of the society. Every human being is
expected to follow certain standards of social behavior set by the society
according to the cultural norms and age level of the individual. In case of persons
with mental retardation intensive training is needed to cultivate, appropriate
social behavior .the development of self esteem is extremely important for their
children .so parents and teacher increased motivation should be provide to the
retarded children.
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In this era of cut throat competition, most of the companies are looking for
unconventional ways of marketing and internet has been found to be the best
among them. Internet is an “anytime anywhere"” medium that has given hirth to
entirely new business models and opened completely novel opportunities for
global marketing. Today, almost all business firms use internet to provide
information about the firm, their products and services as it offers a high degree
of interaction and provides customers unprecedented benefits , from
convenience to bargain prices. Technological developments have transformed
the internet into a mainstream business mediurm. With the popularity of online
shopping, someone with an idea for a new retail business no longer has to think
to open a storefront. But that does not mean that there is no longer a need for
retail stores or that all business ideas work well anline. If you are locking to open
a store, you must consider your product, the consumer you are focussing at and
your overall business goals and then decide whether a retail storefront or online
store will work best for your small business.

In India, internet penetration is becoming more widespread because of a
number of reasons like bandwidth becoming readily available, low internet
tariffs, cheaper computer hardware etc. The growing usage of the most
interactive medium, the internet, among Indians provides an opportunity for
undertaking a fundamental research to understand the attitude of Indian
customers towards online shopping.

Reasons For Companies Going For Online Stores Costs:- In general,
opening a business as an online store is much cheaper than a retail store. There is
no rent to pay or other utility bills that are directly related to the store, except for
web hosting and technical support. In case of online stores ,you don't have the
work of decorating the inside and outside of the store and you also need not hire
additional employees. With an online store, your costs are directly related to
your website, shipping and accepting online payments. You have to pay for your
desired domain name and may pay somecne develop your website and e-
commerce platform, which can be expensive, but is less expensive than opening
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a retail storefront.

Marketing:- If you have a retail store then you are confined to the retail space
you have and you don't plan actually very often to change the signs and logos
since all of it can be very expensive. When you work online, changing logos and
signs takes mere minutes and you can quickly and easily change the products that
you sell and the way you present them on your website.

Inventory:- In addition to the price of items that you can sell, you must consider
the number of items which you wish to sell. A retail storefront will perform
better for a business that sells a select amount of products, whereas an online

store may work better for a business that carries an extensive selection.

Benefits Of Online Shopping
Product selection and availability:- Every make and model is at your
fingertips and you don't have to drive miles to find it in case of online buying. The
onlydrawbackisthat youcan't test the product beforehand unlessyoufind itata
retail store near you, but you can read the product reviews, user opinions with
minimal exertion. Most reputable sites make aware the availability of each item.
But retail store islimited to only products it sells at the local level.
Base Price:- Generally, online sellers feature at lower prices because they don't
have the overhead of renting a shop in a strip mall, high electric bills or a staff of
sales people. There are even Web sites that offer 'percent off' discounts if you
enter a code after meeting a minimum purchase requirement, which could save
even more money.
Security:- While some people think that buying stuff online means your credit
information is there for the grabbing, that just isn't true anymore. Most online
retailers use some sort of 128-bit encryption, and are as secure as banking sites.
Sure ,onecansay thatthere is a risk, but no more than buying in a store. Read user
opinions, check their security license, and you'll be fine. Whatever is written for
online security goes for retail security. For the most part, your information will
remain private, butthere's alwaysthe rare case of identity theft at some level.
Convenience:- Compared to a brick and mortar store with fixed hours, online
shopperscanchoose any time 24*7 toget on the web and shop. This is extremely
useful for moms with small children, people that are home-bound, or simply in
timesofinclement weather.
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Price comparisons:- When you enter a store, you most likely have to agree for
whatever price the vendor has placed on a particular item. Whereas in online
shopping - you have the ability to compare prices from hundreds of different
vendors .

Drawbacks Of Online Shopping

Late Delivery:- If one requires a thing immediately than buying from a store isthe
best option asthe delivery time may be longer if one makes an online purchase.
Absence of touch & feel:- One cannot touch and feel the productincase of online
shopping as in case of store purchase, This satisfaction the customer really wants
in case of apparels and cosmetics.

Credit card:- One should have a credit card for online shopping whereas it is not
necessary to have it in case of a store purchase.

Immediate Response:- If you have a query about what you're looking at, you
probably will have to wait at least 24 hours to get a question answered (however,
many sites have "instantchat" enabled that take care of thisissue).

Objectives Of The Study:-

» Tostudythe attitude of the people of different age groups towards online
shopping.

» Tostudy the impact of monthly family income ononline shopping.

# To study the impact of frequency of internet use and time spent per
sessionononline shopping.

= Toknow the factors that actually compel the customerstogoin for online
shopping.

= To elicit the factors that actually restrain the customers to go for online
shopping.

Hypothesis:- Online shopping is not affected by age, monthly family income,
frequency ofinternet useand time spent per internet session.

Research Methodology:- The research method of this study is a survey
research, which collect information from a participant through a questionnaire.
The purpose of this research is to analyse the current and future behaviours of
consumers to help marketing manager in making strategies according to the
feedback from participants . In addition to the collected data, some other data
such as it from official reports of governments or organizations will also be used
to assist complementarities of research.

The respondents were approached and the questionnaires were got filled
by telling them the purpose of the study. Secondary data was collected from the
various books and articles. Before writing the paper various articles and related
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literature pertaining to the current topic were gone through to have a complete

understanding of the topic.

The sample size for the study undertaken is 316 respondents from the
Jaipur region. The data is presented in the various tables below for the analysis.
Chi-square test wasapplied to find the association between the variables.

Results And Interpretations

Table 1: Demographic Data
Sex Frequency Valid percent
Male 237 75
Female 79 25
316 100
| Age Frequency Valid percent
18-20 15 4.7
21-30 185 58.5
31-40 73 23.1
41-50 17 5.5
51-65 26 8.2
316 100
Monthly family income Frequency Valid percent
10,000 4 1.3
10001-20000 64 20.3
20001-30000 74 23.4
30001-40000 118 37.2
40001-50000 28 8.9
Above 50000 28 8.9
316 100
TABLE 2: INTERNET USAGE DATA
Internet usage Frequency Valid percent
Everyday 234 74.1
Once in two days 70 22.1
Once a week 12 3.8
316 100
Time spent per internet Frequency Valid percent
session
<1hr 77 24.4
136 43.0
2 hr> 103 32.6
316 100
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TABLE 3: ONLINE SHOPPING EXPERIENCE AND SATISFACTION

Ever shopped online | Frequency Valid Percent
No | 114 36.1

Yes | 202 63.9

Total | 316 100

Satisfied with online | Frequency Valid Percent
shopping

Mo | 22 10.9

Yes | 180 89.1

Total | 202 100

TABLE 4: ONLINE PURCHASE SATISFACTION Vs ONLINE SHOPPING IN FUTURE

Online shopping in future
No Yes Total
Online No 15 7 22
purchase Yes 7 173 180
satisfaction
Total 22 180 202

Among the respondents who shopped online, 89.1% were satisfied and
more than 95% of the satisfied customers also engaged in online shopping in
future which indicates that online purchase satisfaction is very high among
customers and that is something very good for the e- marketers in India. One

interesting fact that was notice that the consumers purchased more of services
online incomparison to the products.

TABLE 5: FACTORS FACILITATING ONLINE SHOPPING

N=202 | MEAN STD. DEVIATION
Extensive & current | 4,1584 J627
information available
24 x 7 avallability | 4.1386 .7983
Can shop from anywhere | 4.0743 7045
Can engage in other online | 3.7673 .B228
activities while shopping
Home delivery | 3.6683 .BB61
Cheaper price | 3.5644 8216
TABLE 6: FACTORS PREVENTING ONLINE SHOPPING
MN=114 MEAN STD. DEVIATION
Payment insecurity 4.6404 055
Misuse of customer data 4.2982 7518
Absence of touch & feel 3.8947 8241
Mo social interaction 3.7281 8339
Mo credit card 3.5439 9968

The factors facilitating online shopping were measured on a five point

Likert scale , anchored by 1( not at all important) and 5{ extremely important).
The respondents were asked to rate the factors and the study carried out for 102
respondents who shopped online revealed the data of TABLE 5 stating extensive
Shodh Shree [ April-June 2013 IS5M 2277-5587

Dr.Ruchi Jain & Aditi Jain 153

& current information available, followed by 24x7 availability to be the strongest
reasons for people going for online shopping. Surprisingly, in the study , cheaper
price wasthe least important factor facilitating online shopping.

Similarly, factors preventing online shopping were measured on a five
point Likert scale, anchored by 1( not at all important) and 5(extremely
important). The 58 respondents rated the factors and payment insecurity
followed by misuse of customer data were found to be the strongest reasons for
them not going for online shopping. No credit card was found to be the least
important reason for notgoingin foronline purchasing.

Hypothesis Testing
H,: There is association between age and online shopping
Chi- Square Test

Value Df Asymp.Sig .[2-sided)
Pearson Chi - square | 4,253° 4 373
N of valid cases 3216

H2 : There is association between monthly family income and online shopping
Chi- Square Test

Value Df Asymp.Sig.[2 -sided)
| Pearson Chi - square | 44.641° 5 .000
N of valid cases 316

H,: There is association between frequency of internet use and online shopping
Chi- Square Test

Value Df Asymp.Sig.(2 -sided)
Pearson Chi - square | 1.225E 2 000
M of valid cases 316

H,: Time spent per internet session and online shopping are related
Chi-Square Test

Value Df Asymp.Sig.(2 -sided)
Pearson Chi - square | 13,723° 2 .001
M of valid cases 316

Results from the hypothesis testing reveal that there is no association
between age and online shopping.

Results also reveal that family monthly income have an impact on online
shopping and so monthly family income can be used by online marketers for
creating segmentation and promotion strategies.lt was also seen that there was
a significant relation between frequency of internet use and online shopping as
when people use the internet more, they become comfortable. More time spent
per internet session also had an significant association with online shopping. The
reason could be as one uses more of internet, he becomes user friendly.
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So , it can be stated that internet use experience has a significant
association with online shopping.

Conclusion:- It can be concluded from the above study that extensive and
current information available is one of the major reasons for people going for
online shopping followed by 24 x 7 availability of products and information .
Eliciting information from the physical market is a time consuming and costly
affair and also one can not expect to get the information at all the times from the
physical market. Relevant information directed at the needs and interests of the
target audience also propagates people to buy online. Besides, the fear of
payment insecurity and misuse of customer data etc. prevents certain people
from shopping online. The present study also revealed that there is a significant
association of online shopping with monthly income, frequency of internet use
and time spent perinternet session.

Scope For Future Study:- The present study is just a groundwork in this domain
and needs to be further refined. Moreover, a larger sample size can be studied for
better results. More work needs to be done in this area before an absolute set of
recommendations can be made.
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“The next revolution after the software revolution will be in the world of
accountancy with the convergence of IFRS where we would be contributing the
best and largest number of voung Accountants.”

Salman Khurshid, Union Minister for Corporate Affairs

The expansion of any business depends upon the investment and the capital
employed. In order to magnetize the investors, the financial statements actas a
vital tool which represents the company as such. Increasing complexity of
business operations and globalization of capital markets make mandatory of
comprehensive accounting standards. The government has adopted a policy of
enabling disclosure of company accounts in a transparent manner at par with
widely accepted international practices, through a process of convergence with
International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS). IFRS are recognized as the
global financial reporting standards adopted by more than 113 countries
worldwide. It is a set of international accounting and reporting standards that
will help to harmonize company financial information, improve the transparency
of accounting, and ensure that investors receive more accurate and consistent
reports. The ministry of corporate affairs (MCA) has already chalked out a
roadmap for its implementation. The converged IFRS are named as Indian
Accounting Standards (IND-AS).

Objectives of the Study:- The present conceptual paper has been prepared
keeping inview the following objectives:
» To develop an insight about the global financial reporting language i.e.
IFRS.
= To know about the likely beneficiaries of convergence of Indian GAAP
with IFRS.
~ To study the problems and challenges faced by Indian companies in the
processof convergence to IFRS.
» Togive suggestions towards successful implementation of IFRS.

Methodology:- The study is based on literature survey and secondary data.
The required secondary data was collected from the authorized Annual Reports
and official website of ICAl and IFRS, various journals and research papers,
diagnostic study reports and newspaper articles have also been surveyed in
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making this study.
Need for adoption of IFRS in India:-

# Level of Confidence:- The key benefit will be a globally accepted
accounting system that is perceived as transparent, stable and fair to
investors across the world, whether local or foreign.

~ Merger and Acquisition:-By proving transparent and comparable
financial information, |FRS reporting provides animpetus to cross border
acquisition , enables partnership and alliances with foreign entities , and
lowers the cost of integration in post-acquisition periods.

» Risk Evaluation:- IFRS will eliminate barriers to cross border listings and
will be beneficial for the investors who generally ascribe a risk if the
underlying financial infoermation is not prepared in accordance with
international standards.

# lnvestments:- Foreign investment will be attracted to economies where
IFRS- compliant financial statements are the norms.

Beneficiaries of convergence with IFRS:-The forces of globalization prompt
more and more countries to open their doors to foreign investment and as
businesses expand across borders the need arises to recognize the benefits of
having commonly accepted and understood financial reporting standards.
Following are some of the benefits of adopting IFRS -

1. Thelnvestors:- Asthe final accounts will be prepared usinga commaon set
of accounting standards, thus facilitating the investors with the
accounting information which is more reliable, relevant, timely and
comparable across different legal frameworks. IFRS would enhance the
comparability between financial statements of various companies across
the globe.

2. Thelndustries:- Inthe event of convergence with IFRS, the industries will
be benefited because-

(a) it will create confidence in the minds of foreign investors that their
financial statements comply with globally accepted accounting
standards.

(b) It will trim down the cost of compliances by decreasing the burden of
financial reporting.

{c) Itwill simplify the process of preparing the individual and Group financial
statements.

(d) Itwilllowerthe costof raising funds.

{e) Itwillenable faster accessto all major capital markets.

3. The Accounting Professionals:- Although there would be initial teething
problems to the professional, both in practice and in employment but
later they will get benefits as they will be able to serve international
clients and it would also increase their mobility to work in different parts
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ofthe world eitherin industry or practice.

4. The Corporate World:- The Indian corporate reputation and relationship
with international finance community will elevate because of:

(a) achieverment of higher level of consistency between reporting structure
and requirements;

(b) better access to international markets;

{c) improving confidence among the international investors.

The international comparability will also get improve strengthening the
industrial and capital markets inthe country.

5. The Economy:- Convergence with IFRS would result in high-quality
standards of financial reporting, auditing and ethics form the foundations
of the trust that investors place in financial information and therefore
play an integral role in contributing to a country’s economic growth and
financial stability.

Some Key Challenges and issuesinvolved in Implementation of IFRS in India:-

1. Legal and Regulatory Considerations:-In some cases, the legal and regulatory
accounting reguirements in India differ from the IFRS; in such cases, strict
adherence to IFRS inIndia would result invarious legal problems.

2. Impact on Business:-Implication of change in accounting would have a direct
implication on the way businesses are run. For example, it could affect credit
rating, debt covenants, dividend distribution, employee KP| and bonuses,
managerial remunerations, financial-product’'s design, taxes, exit clause of your
investors, contingent consideration {on acquisition).

3. Impact on Financial Results:-It is important to note that conversion to IFRS will
require the retroactive restatement of certain historical periods presented
within a company's first set of IFRS based financial statements. Those restated
periods could show a host of changes to a company's key metrics, bottom-line
performance and financial position.

4. Economic Environment:-The economic environment and trade customs and
practices prevailing in India may not, in a few cases, be conducive for adoption of
an approach prescribed in an IFRS. Far example, in a country whose markets do
not have adequate depth and breadth for reliable determination of fair values, it
may not be advisable to follow a fair value-based approach prescribed in certain
IFRS.

5. User Awareness And Training:-Many people are yet not aware of IFRS, their
complexities and impact. A change in the reporting format will require
awareness of these new norms and systems, training and education, both for the
professional as well the user.

Applicability of IFRS:-According to the Concept Paper on Convergence with IFRS
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in India, issued by ICAI , the IFRS should be applicable to Public Interest Entities
(PIE). PIE has been defined to include:
# Alllisted companies;
All banking companies;
All financial institutions;
All scheduled commercial banks;
Allinsurance companies; and
AllNBFC.

Y% YY Y

Implementation of IFRS in India:-After months of confusion over the
implementation of International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS) in India,
there seems to be some clarity emerging on the issue. In a speech given in New
Delhi at a seminar organised by The Associated Chambers of Commerce and
Industry of India (ASSOCHAM), the Indian Minister for Corporate Affairs and
Power, Dr. M. Verappa Moily, has indicated that the implementation of Indian
Accounting Standards that are compatible with International Financial Reporting
Standards (IFRS) may occur by April 1, 2013,

However, to ensure that Indian companies do not face any undue

hardship till full implementation of IFRS in India, the Commission has recently
proposed an extension of the transitional relief until December 31, 2014, which
would provide India with three more years to become fully eompliant with |FRS.
The proposal is now awaiting final clearance from the European Parliament and
the Council of the European Union. This extension, once finally approved, will be
a big relief for Indian companies. In the absence of such relief, these Indian
companies would have had to prepare two separate sets of financial statements,
which can be quite cumbersome and costly.
Conclusion:-With the rapid liberalization process experienced in India over the
past decade, there is now a huge presence of multinational enterprises in the
country. Furthermore, Indian companies are also investing in foreign markets.
This has generated an interest in Indian GAAFP by all concerned. In this context,
the role of Indian accounting standards, which are becoming closer to IFRS, has
assumed a great significance from the point of view of global financial reporting.

The new accounting standards are considered to be more reliable,
consistent and uniform and are meant to enhance the credibility of businesses by
incorporating more disclosures that lead to good corporate governance. Merely
adopting International Financial Reporting Standards is not enough. Each
interested party, namely Top Management and Directors of the Firms,
Independent Auditors and Accountants and Regulators and Law Makers will have
to come together and work as a team for a smooth IFRS adoption procedure.
Besides other things, the IFRS requires marking assets to market value that is
expected to adversely impact the financial statements of many companies
initially. Corporates need to gear themselves for constant updation and not only
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for the first time adoption. It is true that there are still some obstacles to
overcome but the pressure of globalization is so strong that it should not take
much time to identify methods to overcome on it.
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