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"The woods are lovely, dark and deep,

But | have promises to keep,

And miles to go before | sleep ,

And miles to go before | sleep”
-Robert Frost
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Study of Blast Disease Infestation In Rice Plant
Regarding Different Growth Parameters

Rohini Maheshwari

Lecturer, Government P.G. College, Bundi

food. A crop failure for any reason, poses areal threat of starvation (Te

Beest el of 2007). India plays a dominant role in the production and
consumption of rice as a food. The rice crop is subjected to more than forty
diseases, which are responsible for low yield of rice in the world. The rice blast
diseases caused by Pyriculario oryzoe may appear atany stage of development
of plant, attacking the seed sown, root system, foliage, stalk, leaf sheath,
inflorescence and even the developing grain (Shajia Iram et al 2003). The
above disease on rice and yield losses due to that is equally common in Bundi
district, Rajasthan.

The effects of Pyricularia oryzoe the causal agent of blast disease in rice, on
plant growth, grain yield and grain quality was studied by Spyridon et al
{2009). The disease causes severe losses in yvield {Rajarajeshwari and
Muralidharan 2006).

Materialand Methods:

Assessment and Comparison of Growth Parameters of Healthy and Blast
Infected Rice Plants-

For this purpose susceptible Pusa Basmati - 1121 cultivar of rice (Oryza sativa
L} was selected for the study. The surface sterilized seeds of above cultivars
were sown and seedlings were then transplanted in pots containing sterile
soil under green house conditions. At 10 days after transplantation 20 rice
plants were inoculated with spore suspension of F oryzoe at the concentration
of 10" conidia per ml. 20 plants were kept healthy (uninoculated) that served
as healthy control. The plants were assessed and compared for growth
parameters at maturity. Various growth parameters viz. shoot and root length
(cm), shootand root fresh and dry weight (g), number of tillers and leaves, leaf
area, pumber of trichome, stomatal index, percent pollen viability, length of
ear {cm] and yield in terms of seed weight (g) per plant were studied and
compared in both healthy and blast infected plant samples,

I I undreds of millions of people world-wide depend on rice as a staple

For morphological study the plants were uprooted, washed gently, blotter
dried and observations regarding the above said morphological parameters
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were taken. Fresh weights (shoot and root) were
taken immediately after blotter drying. For dry
weight the rice plant parts were dried in oven at
#40°C for seventy two hours. Number of leaves and
tillers were counted visually and noted. Leaf area
was calculated using graph paper. plant length
[shoot and root) leaf size, ear length were
measured with the help of measuring scale and
seeds were weighed by using electronic
balance.For counting number of stomata and
trichomes per centimeter square, leaves of
comparable size and age were collected both from
Pyriculario oryzae inoculated and uninoculated
(healthy) rice plants. The leaves were fixedin E A,
A. and preserved in 70% ethanol. Leaf pieces of 1
cm © were cut from preserved leaves and
epidermal peels were obtained by Triple acid
treatment method [Ramayya and Vaneja 1979).
Epidermal peels were stained in 1% saffranin and
the stained preparations were observed under
microscope to study stomata and trichome
numbers by means of calibrated ocular and stage
micrometer, Number of trichomes was calculated
by manual counting and Stomatal index was
calculated by using the following formula, given
by Ferris and Taylor (1994].

S
glL= ﬁ x 100

Result And Discussion

Where, 5.1.=5tomatal Index
S=Number of stomata per unitarea.

E = Numbher of epidermal cell in the same
unit area.

The status of stomata and trichomes were
examined on ten microscopic fields and average
value was find out.

At the emergence of flowers, anthers were
collected to test pollen viability in healthy and
fungal (Pyricularia oryzae) infected plants.
Immediately after collection, anthers were
macerated and squeezed on wet glass slides to
take out pollens from anthers. These pollens were
stained with few drops of 1% acetocaramine. The
slides were warmed gently over spirit lamp and
cover slip was placed over the slide having stained
pollen grains. The edges of the cover slip were
sealed with Canada balsam and the slide was
observed under microscope and pollen viability
was tested, as viable pollen had intact wall and
darkly stained and non viable pollen were
shrunken and lightly stained. The counting was
done manually for total number of pollens and
viable pollen. Percent Pollen viability was
calculated using formula given by (Kearns and

Inouyen 1993)

MNo. of Stained Pollen
Total No. of Pollen

% pollen viability = X100

Study of growth parameters of healthy and Pyriculario oryeae infecled plants of Oryza sativa [observations

are mean of 5 replicates).

1 Ydecrease over

5.N. Growth Character Healthy | Nfected | healthy

plant
8.09

Shoot length (cm) 119.83 110,13

Root length (cm) 18.27 16.33 10.61

10,36
11.62

ShootFresh weight({g)
Root Fresh weight (g)

20.16
8.95

18.07
7.88

Shoot dry weight (g) 10.73 8293 16.77

Root dry weight (g) 4.86 3.99 17.90
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No. of leaves

Mo. of tillers

Leaf area cm®

Trichome no./microscopic
field

Stomatal index 27%

Percent Pollen viability B0, 48%

Ear length (cm) 23.6cm 19.2cm

Seed weight per plant(g)

530g | .330g

(yield)

The greater disease level of the infected plants
was found to have a shortening effect, causing a
mean plant height reduction of 8.09%, in infected
plants as compared to the healthy plants. These
results are in agreement with those given by
Torres and Teng (1993). There was reduction in
fresh and dry weights of shoot and root in fungal
infected paddy plant over healthy plant. Though
the number of leaves were same in both the types
of plants but the leaf area was 22.84 percent
reduced in infected plant as compared to healthy
plant. Decrease in fresh weight may be due to the
toxins produced by the fungi, which affected K
uptake and stomata function leading to
uncontrolled transpiration and excessive loss of
water (Aducci et al 1997), However, reduction in
shoot dry weight might be related to increased
rate of respiration, decompartmentalization due
to membrane degradation (Orcutt & Nilsen 2000
as in the infected tomato shoots due to Fusarium
oxysporitm . Bastiaans and Kropff (1993)
reported that the blast disease leads to a
reduction in canopy photosynthesis mainly due to
an adverse effect of lesions on leaf photosynthetic
rate and also due to shading by dead leaf area
resulting from disease induced senescence. This
may be the reason of low weight and reduction of
leaf area in infected plant as compared to healthy
plant. The productive tillers produced by healthy

Shodhshree /f April-fune 2015

plant were more (9) than that of infected plant
(6). Candole et gl (2000) reported that infection
was found to cause reduction in the number of
productive tillers per plant. Number of trichomes
was less in infected plants as compared to healthy
ones. A high frequency of trichome may prevent
mycelial penetration and infection imparting
resistant to rice plant, as observed by Shailk
(1985). The trichomes may act as physical
barriers to the penetration of pathogen in the
mesophyll. Same findings were also reported by
Mastin and glover (2007), Stomatal
abnormalities in infected plant in relation to a
normal stoma were noticed. The number of
stomata on the infected leaves decreased
significantly. Stomatal index in healthy plant leaf
was found to be 16%more than that of infected
leaf. The results obtained in present work
coincided with that of previously observed, In
powdery mildew disease 12.5% smaller stomatal
index per unit leaf area was reported in
susceptible cultivars as compared to resistant
ones by Soumen etal (2011]. Similar relationship
was established in stomatal index in downy
mildew susceptible grapevine by Alnoso et al
(2011). This reduction in stomatal index may be
attributed to the reduction in the number of
stomata and epidermal cells due to the effect of
leaf blast lesions on leaf surface which causes
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disruption of leafl surface and senescence of
diseased leaf part. In the present study, to
visualize the effect of blast on pollen grain
development, pollen viability was tested. There
was marked difference in percentage viable
pollen grain in healthy and fungal infected plant.
The results showed that £ oryzae invasion
induced considerable disturbance in the pollen
metabolism leading to decreased viability. Pollen
and seed development is directly related to grain
production, The stress factors during the pollen
development and shedding could negatively
affect plant reproduction and yield. This may be
due to alteration in the activity of enzymes taking
part in various pathways and basic metabolism,
that play a specific role in stress responses. The
above results were in accordance with the
findings of Georgieva and Rodeva (2009), while
studying- the pollen response to Botrytis cinerea
infection on tomato. In the presentinvestigation it
was found that blast disease caused a
considerable loss in yield which was calculated in
terms of seed weight. Koutroubas et af (2009)
found reduction in grain yield due to reduced
accumulation and less remobilization of the pre
anthesis assimilates in grain of rice in blast
disease conditions. Okhovat et al (1989, 199()
also observed the same results,

As the disease led in the reduction of leafl area,
there might be reduction in photosynthetic rate,
causing less production of growth promoting
metabolites which in turn might resulted in
reduction of various morphological growth
parameters. The above results matched the
results of Sesma and Osbourn [2004), Dinkar and
Muralidharan (2007) and Srinivas et al [2008).
Our results emphasize the important effects of
blast disease on rice growth and productivity
under infected conditions. Plants grown under
diseased conditions showed reduced plant height
and grain yield compared to healthy ones.

The above study thus gives advance knowledge of
disease infestations in the plant. It was further
concluded that increased focus should be placed
on considering the dynamics of plantgrowth.
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E-commerce - A Revolution in Indian Economy

Dr. Minakshi Kumawat
Pune (Maharashtra)

“The e-commerce industry is a force that no investor can afford to ignore."
Cushia Sherlock

ccording to Harvard Law School, The broadest definition of E-

commerce is "the conduct of transactions by electronic means.” E-

commerce means buying and selling of goods and services over
internet. Through the assistance of the flexibility provided by computer and
the option of the Network, E-commerce evolves with traditional business
sector. [tincludes the use of information and communication technology (ICT)
and electronics fund transfer (EFT) in making the commercial relation
between consumer and organisation, organisation and organisation, and
consumer and consumer. The electronic data interchange has also grown with
the growing use of internet and so has Aourished e-commerce with internet
bazaar. This electronic data interchange and use of infoermation and
technology business on internet is called E-commerce, which is most effective
and efficient way of coordinating business. International Journal of E
commerce also states that the E-commerce refers to sharing business
information, maintaining business relationships and conducting business
transactions by means of telecommunications networks.
E-commerce has very wide range of applications relating to online banking,
news group, social networking, video conferencing, instant messaging,
electronic tickets, automated online and many others. It will be more logical if
we say that use of information and technology transaction over internet is
called E-commerce.

Seeing the growing trend and effect of E-commerce on economy, our
government also decided to promote the E-Commerce by liberalising rules and
policies. According to Dainik Bhaskar 20 march 2015, chairman of Securities
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) Mr. UK. Sinha announced the liberty under the
rule of IPO for E - Commerce industry. Mr. Sinha said in the press conference that
SEBI may clear its ground on these issue in coming three to four months, This
will again be astep forward on the path of E-commerce liberalisation,
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With the advent of the Internet, the term E-
commerce began to include:
* Electronic trading of physical goods and of
intangibles such asinformation,
All the stepsinvolved in trade, such as on-line

marketing, ordering payment and support
fordelivery.

The electronic provision of services such as
after sales supportor on-line legal advice.

Growinguse of Internetand E-commerce:-

The scenaric before 2010 is totally different
related to e commerce in [ndia. After 2010 people
are mare conscious about online shopping. online
payments. Now they accept and explore shopping
trend from traditional way of shopping. Between
2005 and 2010 there were very few companies
which were in this E- field and people were also
not used to of this trend, even most of the
population was not connected with internet,
After 2010 internet came in the reach of common
people, online shopping and payment lacility
became available on phone. With this the area of
onlineshoppingis spreading more and more.

One of the major factor affecting the rapid growth
of E-commerce in India is the fast growing use of
Internet. Up to the year 2010, E-commerce was
not a popular topic of discussion and attention, in
India. This was the time when companies like
Myntra, ebay, Flipkart, infibeam had started
rising high. After 2010 India has seen very high
growth on E-commerce. Now the market is
growing with even faster velocity. Companies like
Flipkart which is India's leading internet
commerce site, has hit the heights, Snapdeal in
addition to Amazon enline are usually believed to
follow match soon. Now e-commerce in India is
evolved in terms of magnitude This industry is
additionally experiencing speedy enhancement
throughout the grade of service proposed by
organizations, using the introduction connected
with similar day distribution and premium
service provides.

Mow with the time this e-commerce sector has
seen unprecedented growth in 2014 This growth
was driven by fast adoption of smart technology,
increasing use of devices such as internet access
via broadband, 3G 4G, tablets, smart phonesete.

INTERNET USERS IN INDIA
{ IN MILLION)

m Urban m Rural

JUN-13
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As per this statistical information sourced by
Internet And Mobile Association of India [AMAL),
internet user of urban Indian population in Dec.
2014 was estimated to be 190 million whereas in
rural areas it was 112 million. It is projected that
by June 2015 it will be 216 million in urban
population and 138 million in rural population. A.
Huge jump from 2012 to 2015 of 54.1%
considering urban population and 72.46% jump
inrural population from 2012 to 2015,

In expensive smart phones and availability of
mobile internet has contributed to the growth of
e-commerce inareas where fixed internetis out of
reach. Itis predicted that the number of mobile
internet user in India will reach 213 million by
June 2015. The growing use of internet is
resulting from the increased use of online
services. As per The Financial Express, new Delhi
PTI, “India to have Z2nd largest online user base
after China in 2016". This will push US to second
position but China who has the largest internet
user base, will continue to be at first position
with 700 million internet users by 2016.

E-commerce and Legal Environment in India:-

In India E-commerce has a tremendous growth
potential considering the large population in
middle and higher class. However a lot of
legitimate, technical as well as regulatory issues
have slowed down its growth. Presently a very
few firms in India are familiar with legal and
technological aspect in e commerce laws,
Lawyers in India must upgrade their expertise as
well as knowledge in the fast growing legal
environment So, the business is not simple as it
may seem and also involves a lot of legal aspects
such as cyber laws and E-commerce laws,

Cyber law is the law which is governing cyber
space. This has extremely vast expression along
with computer, networl, software, storage
devices, e-mails, websites and even electronic
devices including cell phones, ATM etc. In Modern
world, any country's strength exists in the
strength of its Cyber law. Even though we do not
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have a dedicated e commerce law in our country,
the information technology act (1T Act 2000) is
the only cyber law of India, which is regulating
business and transactions. As per T Act 2000, the
e -commerce website operating in India are
internet intermediaries and they are required to
comply with cyber law. The primary aim of this
Information Technology Act 2000 is to provide
the recognition to e- commerce. It came into
recognition on 17 October 2000 and consisted of
94 sections segregated into 13 chapters. On 23
December 2008 the Information Technology Act
has been amended in parliament as Information
Technology Amended Act 2008, [IT Act 2008). IT
Act 2008, provided the extra focus on information
security as a new version of Information
Technology Act.2000.

E-commerce and cybercrimes:-

India is witnessing a digital revolution with
internet becoming an integral part of its
population and availability of internet on mobile
devices. People make e-frauds such as Phishing
and identity theft. Online identity theft and
phishing means stealing someone's banking
information and using it to order goods or
transferring money into wrong account, is the
main fraud committed in e-consumers,;

According to one of the study, Cybercrime in [ndia
is increasing rapidly. It is expected to increase at
107 % CAGR, from 2014 and reach to 300,000 in
2015. The statistics according to the ASSOCHAM -
Mahindra S5G Report 2015, Nearly 13301 Cyber
Crime situations were listed during 2011. The
numbers increased simply by nearly 50 % within
the next year, reaching 22, 601, Interestingly, in
2014 the quantity of situations listed under Cyber
Crime laws and regulations increased simply by
over 100%to 1,49 254,

So, cyber law should be very effective and strong
but the reality is that e criminals are rarely caught
may be because of changing e-mails, hackers
using different computers in different part of the
world.
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Social and Economic Impact of E-Commerce
inlIndia:-

Mow a days, in this world a large number of e-
commerce websites are available that people can
buy items through. Everything from the bool,
clothing, furniture, groceries and many more are
now available to buy online using websites.
Other than buying goods, people can get services
like doctor's appointment, vehicle servicing,
house renovating plans, travel booking, barbers
appointment, and many other services. As e-
commerce continues to grow fast, it could have
significant impact on the social and economic
structure of economy.

Economic Effect:-

Some of the major economic impacts are as

below:-

»  According to the present scenario particularly

in India business has Lo follow the rule of
“adapt or die "relating to e commerce. It is
hard to accept that without e-commerce
the survival of any business is difficult.
E commerce provides the unique facility to
small businessman or a person who
doesn't have much to invest, So with this
fantastic platform, marginal people can
alsogain to the maximum possible extent.
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149254

2014 2015

E-governance initiatives increases access
to information and thereby reducing
corruption.

With the increase in mobile banking the
transaction cost reduces and gives the
positive effecton banking business,
E-marketing reduces the overheads of the
middle men, on the goods and services
which ultimately results in to cost benefits
to the buyer.

Itis fast and easy.

In the remote areas E-learning enhancing
the access of education institution,

Social Impact:-

Some of the major social impacts are as below;-

#  E-commerce may offer the social justice
with regards to the balance of opportunities,
wealth, and education to the marginal
people of the country,
E-commerce also gives the positive impact
on giant Corporates and small business
equally, It provide the equal opportunity to
everyone to explore themselves,
Family contacts are now become closer but
on other hand it increase the virtual
contact of people and as a result of this
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people are now de-socialise in personal
contact.

This kind of activities includes psychological
and physical health-related issues. A
research suggests that as this type of work
(and social) activity expands, businesses
and government will have to consider
broad-based means to offset health hazards
with new policies and treatments.

Advantages of E-commerce:-
The author has highlighted numerous advantages
in the above study. These advantages can be
consolidated, but not limited to, in below bullet
points:-
r Assessable 24/7,
Cheaper to set up.
Large profit margin.
Eliminates travel time and expenses
Less overheads so lower cost
Conguer geographical constraint
Create new customer with searchengine
Track down product or services more
rapidly
Provide comparison facility
Convenientshopping
Provide abundant information
Lowrisk
Need less management

Shopping at your home comfort and home
delivery

Disadvantages:-
+ Riskoffraud
Lack of personal touch
Frivacy problem
Sometimes shipping cost involved,
Difficult to earn customers trust.
Lack of face to face interaction,
Conclusion:-
E-commerce has undoubtedly becoming an

essential part of the society. Itis the great way for
business and consumers to interact beyond the
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geographical boundaries. The traditional model
of business is undergoing a sea change to reduce
the prominence of physical infrastructure of big
cities as an essential condition for the smooth
functioning of business. It is actually a
progression and growing as an important tool to
ensure comprehensive growth.

Emergence of international shipping options
creates the opportunity te reach online
consumers around the globe. Emerging
economies with a rapidly growing internet
penetration offers an attractive option for the
retailers to expand. China with the world's largest
online population provides a great opportunity
for the retailers. The concept of virtual companies
is taking concrete shape and will usher into an era
of boundary less world. The micro, small, and
medium size companies will get the advantages of
low cost operations, and opportunity to market
the products globally on the click of a mouse.
Meglected remote villages and states will get a
chance to grow economically, socially and also
contribute to empowerment of women, and all
classes of society. E-commerce has the scope Lo
lead Indiainto an Economicsuperpower.

In general, today’s businesses must always strive
to create the next best thing that consumers will
want because consumers continue to desire their
products, services etc., to continuously be better,
faster, and cheaper. E-commerce is continuously
progressing and is becoming more and more
important to businesses as technology continues
to advance and is something that should be taken
advantage of and implemented.

From the inception of the Internet and e-
commerce, the possibilities have become endless
for both businesses and consumers. It is creating
more opportunities of profit and advancements
for businesses, while creating more options for
consumers, However, just like anything else, e-
commerce has its disadvantages including
consumer uncertainties, but there is nothing that
cannot be resolved or avoided by good decision-
making and business practices.
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A Study on Attributes and Buying Behaviors ﬂ‘n‘%
of College Going Girls towards Jeans l{fﬁii}
‘\3& ‘:jr

Dr. Sabra Qureshi
Assistant Professor, Maulana Azad University, Jodhpur shodubeoeymail.com

onsumer behaviour can be defined as the decision-making process and
physical activity. Buying behaviour involves study of how people buy,
what they buy, when they buy and why they buy."

These self-images, are very closely associated with personality individuals
tend to buy apparels and services and patronize retailers whose images or
personalities relate in some meaningful way to their own self-images.
Apparels have symbolic for individuals, who evaluate them on the basis of
their consistency with their personal pictures or images of themselves, There
are many factors such as cultural, social, personal and psychological that
influences the consumers to make choice about the apparel they buy. This
initiated a need to lknow the consumers perception regarding branded and
non branded apparel.”

Girl's jeans was chosen as the product for the study because it was keptin
mind that this product has been and is among the fastest growing industry on
national and international standards,/markets. The product is rather already
very popular. It is a routine shopping product. Every company feels that the
market for jeans will keep going, and ata growing pace. The product is popular
everywhere and anywhere in India. The main customers are the youths, Most
of the young persons or the ones who are studying or newly employed
generally have a crush over jeans. It is this segment which generally feels like
'rebelling' and 'independent’. As such the educated youth is the most aware
about different brands of jeans available in the market. Denim jeans can be
looked atasserving a purpose; whether thatis functional or aesthetic.

|eans have extrinsic as well as intrinsic value, in that they are considered to
fulfil a purpose outside of the product itself; that of durability, longevity of
wear and utilitarian function. But jeans are admired and work for their
intrinsic value as well; flattering fit and right color, as part of the whole
ensemble that a person enjoys wearing, providing positive aesthetic
experiences. Jeans also have an admiration quality; this may be sought by
individuals who choose to wear designer jeans to show off the status
association that comes with wearing a high priced pair of jeans with the
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designer label emblazoned across the back.”

The main objectives of the study were:

» To study the various attributes which
influence girls to buy jeans
To determine the latest trends in jeans which
are available in the market for girls
To analyze the most preferred brands of jeans
To study the impact of sales promotion tools
in the buying behaviour of girls

Methodology:-

Locale of study: The locale of the study was

|aipur.

Selection of method: For the collection of data,

the survey method was adopted by visiting malls
and showrooms, Questionnaire was prepared

Result and Discussion:

Table No.1: Family type

and information was collected from college going
girlsof Jaipur.

Selection of sample: One hundred girls under
the age category of 18-23 vears were approached
to obtain the information in filling of the
questionnaire. The samples were randomiy
selected.

Data collection: The primary data was collected
by gathering information through questionnaire
and secondary data were collected from bools,
journals, magazines and internet.

Analysis of data: Te data rom questionnaire was
transferred to the coding sheet by assigning
numerals to the responses, This facilitates
tabulation and analysis of data which reflect the
percentage of data.

(n=100)

Family type

Frequency Percentage (%)

1. Muclear

a6 36

2. |oint

1 44

From the above data it can be analyzed that 56%
of respondents belong to nuclear family and 44%
respondents belongs to joint family. Henceforth, it

Table No.2: Monthly income of family

can be concluded that the size of family has a
direct impact on consumption pattern of clothing
ofthe family.

(n=100)

S.No.

Monthly income of family (in rupees)

Frequency Percentage (%)

Up to 15000/-

0 0

15001-20,000/-

8 8

20001-25000/-

18 18

25001 /--above

74 74

The above table reveals that majority(74%) of
the respondent has monthly income above
25,001, followed by 18% with income bracket of
T20,001-25,000 and the remaining 8% earned

Table No.3: Most preferred kind of jeans by girls

between T15001-20,000. Therefore, it can be
concluded that family income plays an important
role to buy the product.

(n=100)

Most preferred kind of jeans

Frequency Percentage(%)

Branded

63 63

Non-Branded

37 37
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From the above table it can be concluded that
634% of the girls preferred branded jeans in
comparison to 37% of girls to non-branded jeans,

Thus, it can be concluded that teday girls
preferred branded jeans because of the style, fits
and comfort in comparison to non branded jeans

Table No. 4: Preference towards Shopping Style

(n=100)

Preferences

Frequency

Percentage(%)

1.

Mall

44

44

2

Branded showrooms

47

47

3.

Local Market

9

9

Froim the above table, it can be inferred that 47%
girls go to the branded showroom for shopping,
445%, girls visit malls, and 9% girls go to the local
market for purchase ofjeans. Itcan be concluded

Table No. 5: Branded jeans Means to You

that girls are more prompt for branded
showrooms than malls and local market, so that
they may get aquality product at one place.

(n=100}

Branded means

Frequency

Percentage(%)

1

Status symbaol

25

25

2.

Quality assurance

o7

57

3.

Value of money

12

12

4‘I

Waste of money

6

5]

From the above table it can be revealed that for
537% of girls branded means quality assurance,
followed by 25% girls for them branded means
status symbol, for 12% branded means value of

Table No. 6: Media Influences to Buy |eans

money and for remaining (6%) girls branded
means waste of money. So it can be concluded that
quality assurance plays the major role in brand
for the girls for the durability of the product.

(n=100)

Different media

Frequency Percentage (%)

Television

39

Radio

3

MNewspaper

15

Magazine

43

From the above table it can be interpreted that
43% of the girls are influenced by magazine
followed by 39% through television, 15% through
newspaper and rest 3% by radic. Therefore it can
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be concluded that most of the girls are highly
influenced by magazine for the purchase of jeans
because television provides them range of the
product to see.
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Table No. 7: Factors Which Motivates Girls to Purchase Jeans

(n=100)

Factors which Motivates Girls to Buy Jeans

Frequency Percentage (%)

Comfort

41 41

Style

39 39

Design

13 13

Price

7 7

In the conducted research, 44% respondents
prefer comfort as the factor which motivates
them to buy jeans where as 39% respondents

revealed that they consider style as their criteria

Table No. 8: Money Spend an Average Per Pair of Jeans

for buying jeans, followed by 11% respondents
who preferred design as a factor which motivates
them to buy jeans and for rest 6% price is themain

factor which influenced them.

(n=100)

Money Spend on Average Per Pair of jeans

Frequency Percentage (%)

1. T 1000-1500

17 17

T 1500-2000

34 34

35 35

2
3 T 2000-2500
4

< 2500-3500

14 14

From the above table, it can be revealed that
majority(35%) of girls spends ¥2000-2500,
followed by 34% who spends T 1000-1500,
whereas 17% of girls spends ¥ 1000-1500, 14%

‘Table No. 9: Preference Regarding fit of Jeans

spends ¥ 2500-3500 on an average for per pair of
jeans. With this survey it can be concluded that
the family income has direct effect on buying of
branded jeans.

(n=100)

Preferences Regarding the Fit of Jeans

Frequency Percentage(%)

Straight Fit Jeans

36 36

Bell Bottom

5 5

Slim Fit

24 24

Boot Cut Jeans

4 4

Comfort Fit

31 31

From the above table it can be interpreted that the
36% of respondents preferred straight fit jeans,
31% preferred comfort jeans while 24%
preferred slim fit jeans, 5% preferred bell bottom

Shodhshree /f April-fune 2015

and rest 4% ol the respondent preferred boot cut
jeans. Therefore, it can be concluded that most of
the girls preferred straight fit jeans because now a
daysitislatestin fashion,
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Table No. 10: Preference Regarding Colour of Jeans

(n=100)

5

0. Preference Regarding the Colour of jeans

Frequency Percentage (%)

Blue

30 30

Black

35 35

O 9

Grey

2

. N
1.
2
3. Military green
4.
5

Other (specify)

4 4

Theresult related to above data indicates that the
50% of the respondents preferred blue colour
jeans, 35% preferred black colour, 9% preferred
military green colour and 2% of the respondents
preferred grey colour jeans and remaining 4% of

Table No. 11: Preferences Regarding Embellishments on Jeans

girls chose any colour according  to their own
choice. This survey reveals that most of the girls
preferred blue colour over other colours because
ofits originality of blue colour.

(n=100)

S No.

Preferences Regarding the Embellishments on Jeans

Frequency Percentage(%)

Applique/Patchwork

55 a5

Embroidery/ Sequins

18 18

23 23

1

2

3 Metal studs/Crystals
4 Painting/Lace

4 4

From the above table it can be elucidated that
majority [55%) of girls preferred appliqué/ patch
work on their jeans followed by 23% preferred
metal studs/crystals, 18% of the girls preferred
embroidery/sequins, remaining 4% of

Table No.12: Preferences Regarding Style

respondents preferred painting/lace on their
jeans. Hence it can be concluded that the girls
preferred variety of surface ornamentation on the
jeans,

(n=100)

S.No.

Preferences Regarding the Style

Frequency Percentage(%)

Very low waist

20 20

Low-Rise

24 22

12 12

Mid-Waist

30 30

1
2
3 High waist
4
5

Designer jeans

16 16

The data from the above table revealed that the 30%
respondents preferred mid-waist for regular wear.
followed by 22% girls which prefemed low-rise
stvle, 20% of respondents preferred very low waist
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jeans, 16% preferred designerjeans, and the rest 12%
preferred high-waist, Hence it can be concluded that
mid waist jeans is latest in trend which is most
preferred by girls,
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Table No.13: Frequency for Purchase of Jeans in Year

(n=100)

Number of times girls purchase jeans

Frequency Percentage(%)

1. Once

9 9

Twice

48 48

27 27

2
3. Thrice
4,

More than thrice

16 16

From the above table it can be inferred that 48% girs
purchased jeans twice in a vear. followed by 27%
girls purchased jeans thrice in a year, 16%
respondents purchased more than thrice in a vear,

Table No.14: Does Sales Promotion Influence Girls for Buying Jeans

And rest 9% pirls purchase jeans once in a vear
Therefore it can be concluded that the girls bought
Jeans more frequently according to the need.

(n=100)

5. No. Sales Promotion Influence Girls

Frequency Percentage(%)

1. Yes

77 77

& Mo

23 23

From the above table it can be elucidated that
77% respondents were influenced by sales
promotion and 23% respondents were not at all
influenced by sales promotion, Thereforeitcan be
concluded that most of the girls influenced by

Table No.15: Sales Promotion Tools Which Influences Girls

sales promotion because it build awareness
among consumers regarding products and it
motivates the existing customers for maximum
purchase,

(n=100)

Sales Promotion Tool

Frequency Percentage(%)

Coupons

15 15

Discounts

68 68

Free-Samples /Free Gifts

13 13

Scratch Card

4 4

From the above table it can be interpreted that
majority(68%] of the respondents were
influenced by discounts, followed by 15% of the
respondents who were influenced by coupons in
sales promotion tools, 13% of the respondents
were influenced by free-samples/free gifts and
rest 4%, of the respondents were influenced by
scratch card. It can be concluded that most of the
girls were influenced by discounts and they
waited with patience for the discount price and
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good schemes for the purchase of branded
garments.

Conclusion:

The consumers preference are changing rapidly
and becoming highly diversified due to money
inflation and increase in per capitaincome. In this
high-tech scientific era most of the consumers
want to get good products, having attractive
schemes with shopping comforts. Trends in the
apparel industry are changing rapidly. The results
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of this study indicate that comfort is the most
important attribute of apparel to women when
making purchasing decisions, withstyle being the
second most important attribute. It can also be
concluded that there is a relationship between
age and style as well as between age and brand.
This will have implications for a manufacturer
who is targeting a specific age group. The insight
gained from this study could help apparel
manufacturers and retailers to understand
consumers' selection criteria when purchasing
apparel,

On the basis of result it can be concluded that
there was a significant difference between all the
factors i.e, social-cultural, family income,
situational, individual and the consumer buying
behaviour of branded, non branded and both type
of jeans.
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ducation is a life-long process, The teachers play an important role in

the process of education. An educational institution performs a

significant function of providing learning experience to lead their
students from darkness ofignorance to the light ofknowledge. Itis well known
fact that the quality and extent of the learner achievement are determined
primarily by teacher's competence, attitude, sensitivity and motivation. The
teacher is required to acquire adequate knowledge, skills, interests and
attitude towards the teaching profession. The teachers work has become
more complicated and technical in view of the new theories of psychology,
philosophy, sociclogy, modern media and materials. The teacher is the
backbone of the educational system, maker of the mankind and architect of
the nation. The educational system of our country is one poised for a leap
forward towards the 217 century and is in the process of a remarkable
transformation.

Teachersand Their Profession:-

The teacher is the mostimportant factor of the teaching-learning process. The
school's most important influence is the teacher. Teachers develop
performance style characteristics to their ways of relating to the world,
perceptually as well as cognitively. A person is, therefore, likely to actin a way
that maximizes the use of his aptitudes. Similarly, teacher’s positive attitude
towards teaching and higher aspiration level determines his positive
perception ofthe environments,

Teacher was compared to a God and treated as a combination of the Trimurti
(Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh) as well as the supreme one. The teacher
occupies a pivotal position in the system of education. Without teacher the
process of education is ineffective. He is the heart of the matter of this process.
Education takes place through the interaction between the teacher and the
taught. The true text book for the pupils is in their teacher. He trains the mind,
cultivates manners and shapes the morals of the members of community at
their most impressionable age. No educational reform is possible without the
teacher. Teacher's function should not be confined in the classroom teaching
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only rather he should be the role model before the
students in all activities in and around the school.

The teacher should realize that it is not only
necessary to be honest but one must make
attempts to make others honest for a better
society. On the other hand the discussion induced
most of the teachers to love honesty which is a
hidden walue for developing positive attitude
towards the profession of teaching. Teaching is an
arrangement and manipulation of a situation in
which a learner tries to overcome the learning
problems , comprises as series ol actions
intended to facilitate learning as teaching is a
multidimensional set of activities. The teachers,
therefore, need to be competent in the content as
well as in the way to deliver that content in order
to facilitate learning. Thus knowing "how' of
teaching is as important as what of teaching,

An effective teacher development design should
have an exhaustive measure of these factors 5o as
to foster necessary skills and attitudes amongst
prospective teachers. The exclusive welght age to
knowledge alone should be dispensed with in
favor of more activity oriented programs which
have direct bearing on actual classroom situation
(UNESCO, 2002).

Teaching profession is a noble profession. The
University Education Commission [1%948)
emphasized the importance of the teacher and his
responsibility. The aim of education is the all
round development of child's personality. This
need of education can be realized only when the
teaching profession is effective. Effective teaching
is the development of total attitude towards
teaching profession.

Definitions of Teacher and Their Profession:-
NCTE (1998]) in quality concerns in Teachel
program. ftis the teacher whao is mainly responsible
for implementation of the eduvcational process at
anystage.”

Dr. 8. Radhakrishnan says that "The teacher's
place insociety is ofvital importance. He acts as the
pivot for the trensmission of intellectual traditions
and technical skills from generation to generation,
and helps to leep the burning lamp for civilization.
He notonly guides the individual, but also to say the
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destiny af the nation.”
Teaching Attitude:-

Teaching Attitude as a concept is concerned with
a teacher’s way of thinking, acting, and behaving
towards his/her profession. The teacher by virtue
of his position and role is one of the most
important agent of a transmission and
enrichment ofculture in today's society. Having to
deal with human material during the most
impressionable period of life, the teacher is
bound to make massive impact on personality,
character, intellectual growth, attitude and values
of future citizens. In view of their crucial role, itis
important for the society to provide the adequate
equipments to enable them to meetl the
challenges of their task and Indian society is no
exception toit,

There is a close relationship between teachers’
professional attitude and their performance.
Attitude is defined as a relational mental state
that directs the behaviors of an individual.
Different individuals have different mental
dispositions such as experiences, beliefs, desires,
hopes, likes and dislikes and intentions their
behavior is collaborative and disciplined.
Teaching is a professional field. Teachers’ beliefs,
experiences and perceptions have deeper
influence upon their teaching practices. Attitude
is a strong component in human personality. In
any profession negative or positive attitude
affects the performance and the degree of
realization of the goals.

Operational Definitions:-
Definition of Teacher and their Profession:

According to Dr. Zakir Hussain- “The feacher is
indeed, thearchitectof our fiiture”

Definition of Attitude: According to Fishbein &
Aznen- Attitude is an important concept that is
often used to understand and predict peoples
reactionstoan Education- “The teacher is the most
important element in any educationashfect or
change and how behaviorcan beinfluenced”

Objective of The Study:-
To find out and compare between Male & Female
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Teachers professional Attitudes working in
Government Secondary Schools,

Hypothesis Of The Study:-

1. There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitudes of Male &
Female Teachers working in Government
Secondary Schools.

. There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards
Teaching Profession of Male & Female
Teachers working in Government Secondary
Schools,

. There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards Class-
room Teaching of Male & Female Teachers
working in GovernmentSecondary Schools,

. There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards Child-
centered Practices of Male & Female Teachers
workingin Government Secondary Schools,

. There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards
Educational Process of Male & Female
Teachers working in Government Secondary
Schools,

. There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards
Pupils of Male & Female Teachers working in
GovernmentSecondary Schools.

. There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards
Teachers of Male & Female Teachers working
in Government Secondary Schools.

Methodology of The Study

Keeping in view the Research Evidence, Dbjects

and Hypothesis, the Research Scholar found it
suitable to go through Descriptive Survey
Method.

Population

The population has been selected from Govt &
Private Secondary School Teachers in Ghaziabad
District.

Sampling

The Research Scholar collected the 60 sample for
the study and during the collection of Data;
Research Scholar will satisfy technigue for listing
al population,

Tool

"Teachers Attitude Inventory” by 5. P. Ahluwalia
(SAGAR) tool will be use for the Study.

The teacher attitude inventory is a ninety item
Likert instrument consisting of six subscales.
Each subscale has fifteen statements that pertain
to a particular aspect of prospective and
practicing teacher's professional attitudes,

The six aspects dealt with in the inventory are
attitude towards Teaching Profession, Class room
teaching, Child centered Practices, Educational
Process, Pupils and Teachers, Out of ninety items
fifty six are in positive declarative form and thirty
four of themare in negative form.

Statistical Technigque:-

The Research Schelar has been used Mean,
Median, Standard Deviation, and t-test as
statistical techniquein  the Study.

Analysis And Inter pretation Of Data;-

Hol. There is no significant difference in
mean scores of Professional Attitudes of Male
& Female Teachers working in Government
Secondary Schools,

Table-1

Gender N

Mean

Degree of
freedom

Male Government
Teachers

30 212.6

Female Government
Teachers

30 2168

58

*Not significant difference at 0.05 level
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Interpretation:

The data given in the table 1 clearly indicate the
professional attitude of teachers between two
contrast groups the Male Govt, Teachers [N=3(0)
score (M=212.6) Mean score point with [35.12)
standard deviation, and the Female Govt.
Teachers (N=30) score (M=216.8) Mean score
with (36.27) standard deviation. The't'-value

(t=0.44) clearly indicates that both the groups
have not significant difference in their
professional attitude.

Ho2 There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards
Teaching Profession of Male & Female
Teachers working in Government Secondary
Schools.

Table-2

Gender

Mean

Degree of

freedom

Male Government
Teachers

30 37

Fermale Government
Teachers

ki 38

*Not significant difference at 0.05 level

Interpretation:

The data given in the Table 2 clearly indicate the
attitude towards Teaching profession of teachers
between two contrast groups the Male Govt
Teachers (N=30) score (M=37) Mean score point
with (7.09) standard deviation, and the Female
GovL Teachers [N=30] score (M=38) Mean score
with (7.63) standard deviation. The "t"-value

(t=0.52) clearly indicates that both the groups
have not significant difference in their
professional attitude towards Teaching
profession.

Ho3 There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards Class-
room teaching of Male & Female Teachers
working in Government Secondary Schools.

Table-3

Gender

Mean

Degree of

freedom

Male Government
Teachers

Female Government

Teachers 30

*Not significant difference at 0,05 level

Interpretation:

The data given in the table 3 dearly indicate the
attitude towards Class-room teaching of teachers
between two contrast groups the Male Govt
Teachers (N=30) score (M=34.5) Mean score
point with (6.99) standard deviation, and the
Female Govt. Teachers (N=31Q) score (M=37)
Mean score with (6.60) standard deviation.
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The't'-value [t=1.42) clearly indicates that both
the groups have not significant difference in their
professional attitude towards Class-room
teaching.

Ho4 There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards Child-
centered Practices of Male & Female Teachers
working in Government Secondary Schools.
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Gender

Male Government

Teachers 50

Female Government

Teachers oy

*Mot significant difference at 0.05 level

Interpretation:

The data given in the table 4 clearly indicate the
attitude towards Child-centered practices of
teachers between two contrast groups the Male
Govt Teachers (N=30) score (M=37) Mean score
point with (6.24) standard deviation, and the
Female Gowt. Teachers [N=30) score [M=38)
Mean score with [6.76) standard deviation,
The't"-value [1=0.60) clearly indicates that both

the groups have not significant difference in their
professional attitude towards Child-centered
practices.

HoS5 There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards
Educational Process of Male & Female
Teachers working in Government Secondary
Schools.

Table.5

Gender

Mean

Male Government

Teachers L a6

Female Government 37

Teachers 20

*Not significant difference at 0.05 level

Interpretation:

The data given in the table 5 clearly indicate the
attitude towards Educational process of teachers
between two contrast groups the Male Govt
Teachers (N=30) score (M=36) Mean score point
with (6.77) standard deviation, and the Female
Govt. Teachers [N=30) score (M=37] Mean score
with [7.63) standard deviation. The't"-value

(£=0.33) clearly indicates that both the groups have
not significant difference in their professional
attitude towards Educational process.

Hob There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards Pupils
of Male & Female Teachers working in
Government Secondary Schools.

Table-&

Gender N

Mean

Degree of
freedom

Male Government 20

Teachers 33

Female Government

Teachers g

*Not significant difference at 0.05 level
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Interpretation:

The data given in the table 6 clearly indicate the
attitude towards Pupils of teachers between two
contrast groups the Male Govt. Teachers [(N=30)
score (M=33) Mean score point with (7.06)
standard deviation, and the Female Govt
Teachers [N=30) score (M=34) Mean score with
(6.59) standard deviation. The't'-value (t=0.57)

clearly indicates that both the groups have not
significant difference in their professional
attitude towards Pupils.

Ho7There is no significant difference in mean
scores of Professional Attitude towards
Teachers of Male & Female Teachers working
in GovernmentSecondary Schools.

Table-7

Gender

Mean

Male Government
Teachers

36

Female Government

Teachers a0

*Not significant difference at 0.05 level

Interpretation:

The data given in the table 7 clearly indicate the
attitude towards Teachers between two contrast
groups the Male Govt. Teachers [N=30) score
[M=36) Mean score point with (8.75) standard
deviation, and the Female Govt. Teachers (N=30)
score (M=34) Mean score with (6.55) standard
deviation. The't'-value (t=1.00) clearly indicates
that both the groups have not significant
difference in their professional attitude towards
Teachers.

Findings

On the basis of the analysis of data presented in
the fore going pages the findings are
systematically arranged here in accordance with
the hypotheses as mentioned below:

Hol "There is no significant difference in
mean scores of Professional Attitudes of Male
& Female Teachers working in Government
Secondary Schools” had been accepted even at
the 0.05 level of significance.

Obtainer's value is less than the table't' value at
0.05 level of significance. Hence the null
hypothesis has been accepted. It means that male
and female teachers working in Gevernment
Secondary Schools not differs significantly in
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relation to their professional attitude.

Ho2"There is no significant difference in
mean scores of Professional Attitude towards
Teaching Profession of Male & Female
Teachers working in Government Secondary
Schools” had been accepted even at the 0.05
level of significance.

Obtainer's value is less than the table't’ value at
0.05 level of significance. Hence the null
hypothesis has been accepted. [t means that male
and female teachers working in Government
Secondary Schools not differs significantly in
relation to their professional attitude towards
teaching profession.

Ho3"There is no significant difference in
mean scores of Professional Attitude towards
Class-room teaching of Male & Female
Teachers working in Government Secondary
Schools” had been accepted even at the 0.05
level of significance.

Obtainer's value is less than the table 't value at 0.05
level of significance. Hence the null hypothesis has
been accepted. It means that male and female
teachers workingin Government Secondary Schools
not differs significantly in relation to their
professional attitude towards Class-room teaching,
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Ho4"There is no significant difference in
mean scores of Professional Attitude towards
Child-centered Practices of Male & Female
Teachers working in Government Secondary
Schools” had been accepted at the 0.05 level of
significance.

Obtainer's value is less than the table't' value at
0.05 level of significance. Hence the null
hypothesis has been accepted. It means that male
and female teachers working in Government
Secondary Schools not differs significantly in
relation to their professional attitude towards
Child-centered practices.

Ho5"There is no significant difference in
mean scores of Professional Attitude towards
Educational Process of Male & Female
Teachers working in Government Secondary
Schools” had been accepted even at the 0.05
level of significance.

Obtainer's value is less than the table't' value at
0.05 level of significance. Hence the null
hypothesis has been accepted. It means that male
and female teachers working in Government
Secondary Schools not differs significantly in
relation to their professional attitude towards
Educational process,

Ho&"There is no significant difference in
mean scores of Professional Attitude towards
Pupils of Male & Female Teachers working in
Government Secondary Schools” had been
accepted even at the 0.05 level of significance.

Obtainer's value is less than the table't’ value at
0.05 level of significance. Hence the null
hvpothesis has been accepted. It means that male
and female teachers working in Government
Secondary Schools not differs significantly in
relation to their professional attitude towards
Fupils.

Ho7"There is no significant difference in
mean scores of Professional Attitude towards
Teachers of Male & Female Teachers working
in Government Secondary Schools” had been
accepted evenat the 0.05 level ofsignificance.

Obtainer's value is less than the table't’ value at
0.05 level of significance, Hence the null
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hypothesis has been accepted. [t means that male
and female teachers working in Government
Secondary Schools not differs significantly in
relation to their professional attitude towards
Teachers.
Conclusion
This study confined to study of Teacher's
professional Attitude at Secondary level. It was
found that there was no significant difference in
Male and Female Government teachers at
secondary level in relation to their Professional
Altitude.
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he year 1789 is a momentous one in modern political history, French

revolution and 1.5, federal constitution marked a new beginning of a

new era Up untill now aristocracy and monarchy were regarded as
guardian of order. But now people wanted to take control of their political lives
out ofthe hands of hereditary on imperial elites. And aftermath of the |1 World
War, the idea of democracy has been so universally popular, that today no
country is ready to admit that they are undemocratic. Everyone claims Lo
democratic be it liberal democracy of the industrial west, people's democracy
in the community party led political system or developing country’s so called
basic or quasi democracy. Even dictators carry their elitist and exclusionist
nature under democratic label.

In present paper the democratic socialization of a specific country "Pakistan”
has been attempted to explore, Pakistan's Quad - i - azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, had a firm faith in democracy. He remarked as early as 1943, that
"democracy is in our blood, itis in our marrows”.

Objective Resolution of 1949 stated Pakistan to be demaocratic but democracy
was never allowed to lourish in Pakistan. Time and again democracy has been
strangled by the periodic imposition of martial law. Even the best of
democratic leadership elected with overwhelming electoral support had
behaved as the worst dictator, For the people of Pakistan therefore, the choice
was not between democracy and dictatorship in the institutional sense, but
between bad governance and good governance, whosoever delivered it
Constitution is the heart of democracy, but for nine year Pakistan could not
formulate a constitution for themselves. Even then there was no stability
Pakistan in its history had three constitution. And even these constitutions,
unconstitutional amendments were done time and again for the sheer profitof
rulers. In Pakistan, the rulers, political parties and leaders and the civil society
groups support democracy at the normative or conceptual level. However,
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there are serious problems with these principals
at the operational level in Pakistan.A conflict
between the professed democratic values and
the operational realities of authoritarianism and
non-sustainable civilian institutions and
processes is the main feature of Pakistani
political experience.

Pakistan’s political history can be decided into
different phases with reference to the dominant
style of governance and political management,

(1) Civilian Political Government-August 1947
October 1958-December 197 1-|uly 1977

{2) Direct Military Rule. October 1958-
Junel962 March 1969-Decl971-July 1977
Dec1985 October 1999-November2 002

[3) Selective Use of Democracy by the Military
(Post Military Rule)-June 1969 March 1969-
March 1985- November 1988

(4) Military's influence from the sidelines on the
Policy Making Under Civilian Governments
December 1988-0October1999

(5) Military's Direct Involvement in Power
Management After the End of Military Rule;
Constitutional and Legal Role for the
Military-November2002-2008

The present paper has been cut down into
following paragraphs to understand the
democralic socialization of Pakistan, Through
these points, the level of Pakistan democracy can
be easily evaluated,

* A democratic country should be secular
whereas Pakistan is under dark clouds of
religious fundamentalism. It states itself as
an islamic state but what constitutes an
islamic state, Pakistan itself could not find
out. Pakistan rode the Islamic tiger for
deviating the concentration of people from
bad governance but now it does not know
how to dismount it, A predominant majority
of Pakistanis agree that the Pakistani
political system must have some

Shodhshree /f April-fune 2015

relationship with Islam. However there are
strong differences on the precise nature of
relationship between Islam and polity.

Pakistan like India, adopted the Government
of India Act,1935with some changes to meet
the requirements of an independent state as
the Interim Constitution, 1947,

The quality of Political leadership go a long way
to shape the nature of political system. [f political
parties don't engage in interest articulation and
respect democracy and constitution norms, then
they adversely affect the government. This is
precisely what is happening in Pakistan. Political
harmony and democratic evolution is facilitated
primarily by pol. parties and leaders. They are
important instruments of interest articulation
and aggregation and serve as vehicles of pol.
Mobilization. But in Pakistan,pol. Parties have
traditionally been weak and unable to perform
their main function in an effective and
meaningful manner.

Palkistan was coping with initial administration and
humanitarian problems,Mohammad Ali [innah the
father of the Nation,died in September, 1948/ This
set in motion the political trends that undermined
the already weak political institutions and
fragmented the political process. Most of post
Jinnah political leaders had regional and local
stature and did not have a nation wide appeal which
regionalized and localized politics.This made it
difficult for the political parties and leaders to
pursue a coherent approach towards the problems
and issues of the early years, They were unable to
develop consensus on the operational norms of the
polity and took almost nine years to frame a
Constitution. By the time the Constitution was
introduced [march23, 1956)a strong tradition of
violation of parliamentary norms was established,
The effective power had shifted to the governor
general/president. He manipulated the divided pol.
forces and decided making or unmaking of
government.
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Demeocracy in Pakistan faced a host of
difficulties which did not let the democratic
principles, institutions and processes
develop firm roots in the polity.Pakistan
started with the parliamentary system of
governance but the legacy of institutional
imbalance and authoritarianism, problems
encountered in the setting up of the new
state,the external security pressures and the
fear of the collapse of the State adversely
affected the prospects of democracy.The
essence of the Parliamentary system is that
the leader of the majority party is invited to
form the government, But, in Pakistan, the
prime minister was usually appointed first,
then he was owned by the majority party.
The struggle for power between Benazir and
Sharif led to a very personalized kind of
politics.Elections are an important
mechanism for functioning of democracy.
But Pakistan did not hold its first national
election until 1970,

~ Armed forces are only on instrumentality to

secure the democratic functions of the state
from external and internal threats but in
Pakistan the bureaucratic military elite
played havoc with national institutions and
hampered the democratic process, Whenever
the army and bureaucratic set up felt that its
power and privilege were being threatened, it
would either dismiss the legislatures or split
the political parties. Ayub Khan's introduced
Presidential constitution was replaced by
another general, Yahya khan, in March
1969, who abrogated Ayub's
1962 constitution and imposed martial law in
Pakistan.Ondec20,197 1General Yahya Khan
had to quit and hand over power to civilian
leader Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.On
july5,1977Military led General Zia_Ul-
Hag,chief of Army Stall dislodged Bhutto and
assumed power. His martial law from 1977 to
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1985 was the longest period of direct military
rule in Pakistan. Later when power came in
the hands of civilian leaders then also the top
commanders monitored the performance of
these govt. and made their views on political
and security matters. The generals were
prepared to stay on the sidelines provided
their professional and corporate interests
were not threatened by the civilian leaders.
Therefore, governance for Benezir
Bhutto(dec198B-o0ct1990),(0ct1993-
novl1996}and Nawaz Sharif(nov1990-
july1993,feb1997-0ct1999),was a delicate
balancing act between the civilian govt and
the top brass ofmilitary.

In Pakistan, Bureaucracy openly play political
role. One blallant example is of Prime
Minister Nazimuddin's removal by Governal
General Gulam Muhammad in 1953. Despite
the fact, Nazimuddin had clear majority.

Democracy demands judiciary to be
independent, free and fair. Butin Paldstan the
situation is polar opposite. Judicial power
began to erode in 1965, when the then
governer general dissolved the constituent
Assembly against constitution norms, but
court declared it lawful. In Pakistan the
judiciary is generally filled with men who
support ruling party. Inconvenient and
interfering judges are quickly getrid of.

Well, these points are enough to prove that
Pakistan is no more thana classicoligarchy.

Democracy is not merely the theory of divine
rights of the majority rather it is a system of
tolerance and co-operation. It implies the
willingness to persuade and to be persuaded.
Vigorous party compelition and regular
rotation of parties, widespread respect for
civil liberties, multiple channel of political
communication are necessary for democracy.
If any of these are missing, then it is not
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democracy rather it is self- adopted version
ofdemocracy ofthe country,

| would conclude with this point that enough
damage has been done to this term. Everyone
uses it according to their own comfort. But
now we should be really particular when we
uses these term. It should be in concrete and
specificexplanation.
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echnology is not neutral in value, It can be used to serve society and it

can also be used to perpetuate biases, exploit society and even help in

its extermination. The misuse of medical technology for sex
determination and female foeticide is one such example. If proofis needed of
how available new technelogy in the hands of mercenary professionals can
have disastrous consequences for society, one has to look no further than the
killing of the female foetus in India.

Women are both worshipped and accorded a highly revered status in our
Indian society. Yet the progressive technological developments cannot hide
one of the worst impending gender crises the society is facing i.e. female
foeticide, which ultimately is resulting into the rapid depletion of women
population. The declining sex ratio could result in a demographic and social
disaster. In such a situation it is the primary duty lo provide proper
information to the general public about the declining sex ratio and its affectsin
India,

Infermation and communication technologies are powerful tools for the
effective dissemination of information or knowledge. Multimedia is one such
tool that combines two or more media, integrated to form an informational or
instructional program. It formulates a world of multisensory, giving "all at
ance experience”. Information is power. Communication technologies are the
means through which the society gains power. Higher the power, higher is the
socio, politico or economic advantage for an individual or a society or any
nation. But having knowledge is not enough, its applicability is more
important The better utilization of knowledge only can lead to development.
Realizing the importance of above aspects, the present study was conducted
with the following specific objectives: to study the existing knowledge and
attitude of rural women on female foeticide, to develop and standardize
multimedia package on female foeticide, to assess the effectiveness of the
developed multimedia package in terms of knowledge gain, and attitudinal
change,
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Methodology:

1. [Identification of existing knowledge and
attitude of rural women

Sri Ganganagar district was selected for the study
as it comes in the list of bottom five districts in
relation to sex ratio. SriGanganagar district consists
of seven panchayat samities viz.,, Karanpur,
SriGanganagar, Sadulshahar, Padampur,
Raisinghnagar, Anupgarh and Suratgarh. Among
these panchavat samities, Sadulshahar has a very
low figure of sex ratio and was thus selected for the
study. Further there is 32 gram panchayats in
Sadulshahar panchayat samiti, from which two
gram panchayats viz. Lalgarh jatan and
Mamadkheda were selected randomly by chit
method, From these two gram panchayats, a
random selection of four villages was done Le. two
villages from each gram panchayat, viz. lalgarh jatan
1 and lalgarh jatan 2 from lalgarh jatan, and
mamadkheda and gadarkheda from mamadkheda.
Thereafter, sixty rural women were selected
purposely from each village, who so ever was
interested, making a total sample of 240
respondents.

A questionnaire comprising of background
information, knowledge and attitude statements
was developed, to ascertain the existing
knowledge and attitude of the rural women.
Background information included information
related to age, education, marital status, family
type, family size, family occupation, type of
housing, landholding, family income, mass
mediaexposure and training.

Aknowledge test and attitude scale was developed,
It was sent to ten experts for evaluation and
accordingly necessary modifications were done.
Knowledge test comprised of 22 statements and
the total range of score was 0-63. The attitude
scale consisted of 18 statements, rated on a five
point scale, namely, strongly agree, agree,
undecided, disagree and strongly disagree with a
score of 5, 4, 3, 2 and 1 for positive statements
and 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 for negative statements.
Reliability and validity were also checked.
Reliability of knowledge test and attitude scale
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was found to be 0.79 and 0.72, respectively,
which was significant, indicating the internal
consistency of the test. Validity of knowledge test
and attitude scale was found to be 0.89 and 0.85,
respectively.

2. Effectiveness of Multimedia Package

A multimedia package on the selected messages
in electronic form i.e. CD-ROM, and in print form
i.e. booklet, pamphlet, leaflet, flashcard, chart
and poster, were developed. The information was
presented in the form of simple messages along
with relevant illustrations/ photographs and
brief introduction for better understandability.
The developed multimedia package on female
foeticide was standardized for its reliability,
validity and field applicability.

Effectiveness of standardized multimedia
package was measured in terms of knowledge
gain and change in attitude. The developed
multimedia package was exposed to the same
240 respondents of SriGanganagar district, in
three days training. Fifteen days after the
training a post-test was done using same
knowledge test and attitude scale. For
ascertaining impact of multimedia package
paired "t" test was used.

Major findings:-

1. Background Information of Rural Women

# More than fifty per cent of the respondents
(52.50%) belonged to lower middle age
group followed with young age group
(34.58%:). 9.58 per cent respondents were
coming under the category of upper middle
age group and only 3.33 per cent respondents
belonged to old age group.

» Majority of the respondents were illiterate
(47.08%), followed with 1B.75 per cent
respondents who were able to read and
write. 17.50 per cent respondents were
educated up to primary level, followed with
respondents having middle school
education (8.75%), high school education
(5.42%) and graduate [2.50%).

* In terms of marital status majority of the
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respondents were married (74.58%). 16.25
per cent respondents were unmarried and
6.67 per cent of the respondents were
widow [6.67%]). 2.50 per cent of the
respondents were divorced/ separated.

Majority of the respondents (65.00%)
belonged to OBC category. 21.25 per cent of
the respondents were 5C/ST and 13.75 per
cent of the respondents belonged to upper
middlecaste.

In relation to family occupation more than
fifty per cent of the respondents had farming
as their main occupation (58.75%), followed
by farm labor (32.92%), artisan/ craftsman
(4.58%) and business/ service (3.75%).

Major number of respondents [79.58%)
belonged to joint family and 20.42 per
cent spondents were having nuclear
Families.

Majority of the respondents (62.92%) had
large family size, followed by medium
family size (21.25%) and small family
size (15.83%).

Majority of the respondents [40.42%)
possessed 5.1 to 10 acres of land, followed
by 22.08 per cent respondents having 2.6
to 5 acres of land. 18.33 per cent
respondents had 1 to 2.5 acres of land,
followed by 13.75 per cent respondents
possessing no land. Only 5.42 per cent
respondents had more than 10 acres of
land.

Majority of the respondentsi.e. 7 (142 per cent
of the respondents had mixed housing.
25.83 per cent of the respondents had
katchha housing and only 3.75 per cent of
the respondents had pucca housing.

In relation to family income, majority of the
respondents (71.25%) were falling in the
middle category of family income, followed
with 17.08 per cent of the respondents
belonging to the lower category of family
income. Oniy 11.67 per centofthe respondents
belonged to the higher category of family
income.
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In terms of mass media exposure majority of
the respondents i.e. 73.33 per cent had
medium exposure to mass media, 15.00
per cent of the respondents had higher
exposure to mass media and only 11.67
per cent of the respondents were having
lower exposure to mass media,

Only 1083 per cent of the respondents had
undergone some sort of training, and the
others i.e 89.17 per cent of the respondents
had never attended any kind of training,

Existing knowledge and Attitude of
Rural Women

Majority of the respondents [69.58%) had
medium level of knowledge with mean per
cent score of 35.92. Further, 18.33 per cent
respondents had low level of knowledge
with mean per cent score of 25.58 and only
12.08 per cent respondents had high level
of knowledge with mean per cent score of
50.30,

Majority of the respondents (51.67%) had
favorable attitude i.e. they did approve of
female foeticide. Further 21.25 per cent of
the respondents had highly favorable
attitude followed with 17.92 per cent of
the respondents having neutral attitude.
Only 9.17 per cent of the respondents had
unfavorable attitude i.e. they did not
approve of female foeticide. No respondents
were found in the category of highly
unfavorable attitude towards female foeticide.

Both existing knowledge and attitude of the
respondents in relation to female foeticide was
found to be low. Traditional outlock towards
life and lack of exposure were the main reasons
behind the low levels of knowledge and
favoringattitude towards female foeticide.

3. Effectiveness of multimedia package on
rural women in terms of knowledge
gain and attitudinal change Knowledge
gain of rural women regarding female
foeticide
In post- test majority of respondents (71.25%)
had medium level of knowledge with mean
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per cent score of 63.56, followed with
17.08 per cent respondents having high
level of knowledge with mean per cent
score of B0.18 and only 11.67 per cent
respondents had low level of knowledge
with mean per cent score of 49,60,

Majority of respondents (75.00%) had
medium knowledge gain with mean per

cent score of 25.66, followed with 17.50
per cent respondents having high
knowledge gain with mean per cent
score of 49.29 and only 7.50 per cent
respondents were falling in the category
of low knowledge gain with mean per
centscore of 15.17,

Table I. Overall Gain in Knowledge of The Respondents

ltems

Mean Percent
Score

Calculated 't" Value

Pre-Test

35.76

Post-Test

64.77

39,88*F

Differential Gain

29.01

** Significant at 0,01 level of significance

Table (1) depicts that there was significant
difference in the pre and post-test scores of the
respondents as calculated "t" value (39.88) was
found to be significant at 1 per cent level of
significance, indicating that there was significant
gain in knowledge after exposure of developed
multimedia package. The initial knowledge of the
respondents was poor as the mean per cent score
during pre- test score was only 35.76, Significant
improvement in the knowledge of respondents
was found as a result of exposure of multimedia
package as the mean per cent score increased to
64.7 7 with gain in knowledge of about 29.01, The
results confirm with the findings of Valdez et.al.
(2002), and Patel and Patel (2006).

Attitudinal change of rural women regarding
female foeticide

* In post-test majority of the respondents

Ll

(39.17%) had favorable attitude towards
female foeticide followed by 2B.75 per cent
of the respondents having a neutral stand.
Further, 23.75 per cent of the respondents
were having unfavorable attitude with
respect to female foeticide and 8.33 per cent
respondents were having favorable attitude
towards female foeticide. No respondents
were found in the category of highly
unfavorable attitude.

Table (1) shows that there was significant
difference in the pre and post-test scores of
the respondents as calculated 't' value
(37.919) was found to be significantat 1 per
cent level of significance indicating
significant positive change in attitude alter
exposure of developed multimedia package.

Table Il. Overall change in attitude of the respondents

ltems

Mean Percent Score

Calculated 't' Value

Pre-Test

33.91

Post-Test

51.68

Differential Gain

17.77

37910

** Significant at 0.01 level of significance
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The initial attitude of the respondents was not so
favorable as their mean per cent score during pre-
test was 33.91, Significant improvement in the
attitude of respondents was found as a result of
exposure of multimedia package as the mean per
cent score increased to 51.68 per cent with
change in attitude of about 17.77. The resultis in
agreement with the finding of Bishnoi (2006).

Conclusion

From the above findings it can be concluded that
majority of the rural women belonged to lower
middle age group, were illiterate, were married,
belonged to OBC category, had farming as their
main occupation, belonged to joint family, had
large family size, possessed 5.1 to 10 acres of land,
had mixed housing, belonged to middle family
income, had medium exposure to mass media and
had never attended any kind of training.

Both existing knowledge and attitude of the
respondents i, rural women was found to be
low, confirming the need of making the rural
women aware about the inhuman practice of
female foeticide.

Thereafter a multimedia package in the form of
electronic media i.e. CD-ROM and print media i.e.
booklet, pamphlets, leaflets, lasheards, chart and
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posters was developed on the selected messages
related to female foeticide.

The developed and standardized media package

was exposed to the rural women and significant

improvement in the knowledge and attitude of
respondents was found as a result of exposure to
multimedia package,
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The Voice of Dalits: A Thematic Study of
“Joothan: An Untouchable’s Life”

Gulab Singh Jatav

Asst. Professor, Government SMS PG College,
Shivpuri (Madhya Pradesh)

he origin of the word 'dalit’ was become from the Sanskrit word 'dal; it

means to crack open, split, grind, and crush etc. This word was

applied for a large group of people who constitute about sixteen
percent of total population of India. It means that sixteen percent population
of Indiawas at a bottom level of social pyramid of India; they worked as ashoe-
maker, road- cleaner, latrine -cleaner, and other neglected hard worker;
notwithstanding, they were compelled to live oo poor life; even they had no
right to use the public ponds and wells, the public roads; the public schools,
the public hospitals and the public playgrounds; even they could not choose a
self-liking occupation for themselves; because, their traditional caste based
occupations were decided by their birthin Indian social system.

After long severe struggle, some social workers like Jotiba Fule, Savitri Bai
Fule, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and some others tried to emancipate laces of the dalits
through their various social reform movements; the dalits were legally
abolished by the Indian constitution from that life of servitude on November
26, 1949, After that, Omprakash Valmiki's "Joothan: An untouchable's Life"
is the first text which resounded the voice of dalits as a well-wisher in
independentIndia.

Because of an influence of social reformers and constitutional rights, they
tried to enroll their children into schools, but upper castes did not like it, and
oppressed their children into schools in many ways. Shri Omprakash Valmiki,
the writer of Joothan is a vivid example of this statement. His father was
worried about the future of his child because he belonged to chuhra caste.
Only one thing was echoing in his mind that the children of shudras like
chuhra, chamar, and jhinwar caste can only sweep roads, clean the cattle
barns, dispose the dead animals, work into fields during harvesting seasons
and perform the hard and neglected labour work for upper caste according to
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varn system of Indian society, But his father was
determined; by hook, by crook he enrolled his
child in a village school. When he went to school,
teachers did not teach him; but the teachers
treated with him just like Dronacharva. In the
place of studying, he had to sweep all the floor of
school and also entire playground. Tyagi's boys
did not sit him in front of black board; so he satin
a corner. One day, he sat on a bench, then Tvagiy
boys beaten him violently, addressed him caste
based abuse like 'abey chuhre ke, and also
complained to the teacher about this incident
immediately. On the basis of their complaint, the
teacher punished him harshly and warned him
for further, and said abey chuhre ke, if you want
to study here continuously, never sit on any
bench. Further, the teacher ordered him to sweep
the whole playground as a punishmentin too hot
days, but was not easy for him because, he was a
small boy; so he started weeping to hear such a
cruel punishment. But it was an order of the
teacher, so he started to sweep the ground.
Fortunately, while he was sweeping the ground,
his father was passing by from there, and he saw
the tears in eves of his child, he became anger;
snatching the broom and blazing his eyes, he
came into school and said loudly: who is such
type a cruel teacher? Who did my child tortured?
All the teachers stepped out, including the
headmaster, who called his father's name and
roared baclk; take him away from here;
otherwise, we shall have to break your bones, His
father was alone, so on his way out, he declared in
aloud voice; | am leaving now, but this chuhre ka
will study right here, and not just him, but there
will be coming more after him. His father's
courage and fortitude left a deep and decisive
mark on his boy's personality. His father tried to
stand to other upper caste people as pradhan of
the village against the headmaster and teachers,
but he failed. Then, he collected the same caste
people and struggled for the educational right of
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their children and he succeeded. The following
lines of “Joothan: An Untouchable’s Life”

supportthe voice of dalits for aneducation:

“The third day | went to the class and sat
down quietly. After a few minutes the
headmaster's loud thundering was heard:
‘Abey Chuhre ke, motherfucker, where are
you hiding ... vour mother ...' | had begun to
shake uncontrollably. A Tyagi boy shouted,
'Master Saheb, there he is, sitting in the
corner.’ The headmaster had pounced on my
neck. The pressure of his fingers was
increasing. As a wolf grabs a lamb by the
neck, he dragged me out of the class and
threw me on the ground. He screamed: ‘Go
sweep the whole playground ... Otherwise |
will shove chillies up your arse and throw
you out of school! Frightened, | picked up
the three-day-old broom [now only a cluster
of] thin sticks. Tears were falling from my
eyes. | started to sweep the compound while
my tears fell. From the doors and windows
of the schoolrooms, the eyes of the teachers
and the boys saw this spectacle. Each pore of
my body was submerged in an abyss of
anguish”

During that period, the living standard of the
dalits was very poor in the country. The dalits
were forced to live outside the village or town or
city so that the people of upper caste could
reserve from the dalits. A high wall and a pond
segregated their bricks houses in the village from
the dalit basti. Men and women of upper caste of
all ages came out and used the edge of the pond
as an apen- air lavatory, They sat to open their
private and secrel parts across the houses of the
dalits in the light of the day. The houses of dalits
were situated the nearest of rubbish-places of
the village. There was muck strewn everywhere.
The strong and unpleasant smell was so
overpowering that one would understand within
a minute, The wandering of pigs and other idle
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animals in narrow lanes, naked children, dogs,
cats and daily fights among them and others
were the environment of dalit basti. The rainy
seasons were very hard for them because their
narrow streets filled up with muddy water mixed
waste material of the people and the animals
Flies and mosquitoes thrived. Bodies of
everyvbody were seen very weak and developed
itchy sores. There was a one well for drinking
water in a village which had no guard wall
around it, so it filled up with various long and
small poisonous and non poisonous worms
during the rainy seasons. They had to drink that
dirty and polluted water because they had no
other choice. They were not allowed to use the
well of upper caste. Their houses were less
heighted, small and made of clay. The roofs of
their houses were so weak that leaked in rainy
seasons. Sometimes during heavy rains: walls
and ceiling of their houses were collapsed; they
had no security like insurance, so they had to
rebuild themselves.

Upper caste people loved with all the animals,
but touching to lower caste by Tvagies was not
possible. They were too frightened by Tyagies
and other upper caste people that they could not
demand their wages. On many times, they had to
satisfy taking joothan "on the place of money or
grain’ which were provided by women of Tyagies
like old chapattis and poories. It is remarkable
here that his father, mother, Omprakash and his
friends encouraged coming out from that critical
situation. Now, the voice of protest against
Tyagies began to emerge in our county. The
dalits began to refuse the wageless labour with
the activities of writer's family. The “Joothan: An
Untouchable's Life” by Omprakash Valmild isan
important literary work in which the incident
happens between his mother and Shukhdev
Singh Tyagi, motivated and also motivate to all
the dalits for protesting such slavery, The
following lines of the “Joothan: An
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Untouchable's Life" are presentin this support:

“When all the people had left after the feast,
my mother said to Shulkhdev Singh Tyagi as
he was crossing the courtyard to come to the
front door; “Chaudhary ji, all of your guests
have eaten and gone please put
something on a leal plate for my children.
They too have waited for this day.”

Shulkhdev Singh Tyagi pointed at the basket
full of dirty leaf plates and said.” you are
taking a basket of joothan. And on top ofthat
youwant food for your children, Don't forget
your place, chuhris, pick up your basket and
getgoing,”

Those words of Shukhdev Singh Tyagi
penetrated my breast like a knife. They
continue to sing me to this day.

That night the mother goddess Durga
entered my mother's eyes. It was the first
time that | saw my mother get so angry. She
emptied the basket right there. She said to
Shukhdev Singh, “pick it up put up inside
your house, feed it to the bridegroom's
guest's tomorrow morning. She gathered
me and my sister, and left like an arrow
Shukhdev Singh had pounced on her to hit
her, but my mother had confronted him like
alioness, without being afraid.

After that day Ma never went back to his
door. And this incident she also stopped
taking their joothan.”

A lot of the dalit’s young boys died in young age
due to the lack of proper medication, their
poverty and problem of untouchability in the
Indian society and their women in large number
had to live as widows from young age. The hindu
tradition did not allow them for remarriage;
indeed, they had to live alone in the village.
Consequently, they had to become the victim of
rape and often, they had to listen many types of
contemptuous reproach and taunts by cruel
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people of hindu society. Once time, writer's elder
brother, Shukhbeer returned from his work. His
body was hot due to fever; he slept on bed for a
weelk, but could not cure and died. His all family
was scatterd, even his father was broken by this
tragedy and his mother was faint for an interval,
His sister in law became widow in voung age,
Everything was intolerable for them. After some
time, his next elder brother became young and
joined a construction company. It is remarkable
that the father of sister in law married with next
brother, Jasbir in the presence of some relatives
and elders of village. All of his family accepted
this, and broken an old tradition. He began a new
tradition which saved not only the lives of myriad
widows, but also lacs of widows. He writes in
“loothan” as follows:

“Unlike the Hindu tradition, we did not see
the widow marriage negatively. In the
presence of relatives and village elders, the
of my widowed sister in law betrothed her
to Jashir, the brother who was the next in
line to Shukhbeer. Everyone in our
community accepted this arrangement.”

Two big malpractices were in vogue in India, viz
borrowing money on high interest from Tyvagies,
and salaaming tradition, by which the dalits were
affected very much.

The rate of interest was so high that one was only
able to pay the amount of interest till whole life
and principle amount remained. Everybody
borrowed money, so nobody could afford the
protest against any injustice, done by them.
Honour and prestige had no meaning for them. At
last, their children had to accept bonded labour
to Tvagies for life long, The father of Omprakash
had borrowed some money to Teja Tyagi on an
occasion of his brother's marriage. Tyagi, Teja
was fond of an epicure, so his lather often offered
him pork and country liquor along with money.
But writer did not like it, by hook by crook they
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paid his loan, as well as he took oath for eluding it
in future. That he mentioned in “Joothan”, is as
follows:

"Pitaji had borrowed money from him once.
He offered Teja Taga country liquor that day,
And porl, sucking at the porkslices, his faces
had recembled a spotted dog. His eyes red
from the drink, looked satanic. His interest
rates were so high that one could spend a
whole life time, paying the interest and the
principle would remain untouched.”

According to the custom of salaam, the
bridegrooms of the dalits had to go for salaaming
door to door of upper caste people, It was very
hard task which was performed to insert the
inferiority complex in the mind of the dalit's
bridegroom. Omprakash Valmiki describes the
story of Hiram's marriage in "Joothan: An
Untouchable's Life". He had seen all the custom of
that marriage closely. One of which was salaam
custom which was unforgettable for him. After
forbidding to go with him for this custom, his
friend, Hiram insisted him, then he had to go with
him. Hiram's mother in law took them door to
door on the time of vida where she worked. Men
and women of upper caste were asking some
questions like: what is your name? What do you
do? When they answered, that we study in class
9", knowing that, those men and women were
commenting about their caste like chuhre ke,
chamar ke study o! Good. He required some
drinking water during that performing custom,
but anybody did not offer me drinking water. He
disappointed very much and felt inferiority.
Seeing that incident, and returning his home, he
asked his father: Why do we perform this trivial
custom? Why do we break this custom? What is
meaning it? Then his father consoled him, and
said, we will break this custom in our house.
According his commitment, his father did not
perform in the marriage of his son, Janesar and
daughter. As he describesin the followinglinesof
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"loothan: An Untouchabe's Life";

Pitaji was listening to me quietly, munshiji,
sending you to school has been success. | too
have understood your point. We will now
break thiscustom.”

Pitaji really broke the custom in our house,
My brother |anesar and his wedding guests
went to Rojopur, near Luxor. Pitaji refused
categorically, saying, "My son will not go
salaaming”. At my sister's wedding too we did
not allow our brother in law to go for salaam.
We told everybody frankly: whosoever wants
to give anything must come here and give it.

At last, caste system derived Indian society. Here
children's destiny was determined by his or her
caste. He explains that the dalits were always kept
on scythe on contemporary social system, At
every level, they were insulted and tried to push
back side in human society. The image of dalits
was worse than animals. But “Joothan: An
Untouchable's Life" is the text which inculcated to

protest against the exploitation, oppressions, and
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self-grievances. Because ofit, laces of dalits began
to ask such a questions to themselves: Why is my
caste only my identity? Why is not my work? It
proves that it raised the voice of dalits for
education, higher living standard, and removing
various malpractices from the society which were
in vogue in Indian society, as well as it tried to
construct an environment of equality,
brotherhood, unity, and justice in Indian saciety,
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andicrafts is one of the key export segments of Indian trade with

significant contributions coming from Uttar Pradesh. However, the

handicrafts sector in India is faced with several problems such as
unorganized marketing and inadequate market information; inadequate
support mechanism for product development; power interruptions and other
infrastructural deficiencies; inadequacy of raw material at appropriate prices;
lack of mechanism for dispersal of technology for enhancing productivity;
final finishing and lack of investment for fulfilling international requirements
and a general poor image of the country as a supplier of quality goods with
consistency,

Indian Market

The story of Indian handicrafts dates back to one of the oldest civilizations of
the world. Representing beauty, dignity, formand style, handicrafts from India
are objects d'art. The sheer versatility of the various materials used to create
handcrafted gift items make them truly unigue. Materials range from wood,
stone, metal, grass, paper mache and glass, to cane bamboo, textiles, clay,
terracotta and ceramic - everything goes into the creation of amasterpiece,

The development of handicrafts in the country has been increasingly export-
driven. Although the share of handicrafts and hand-knotted carpets is just
about 2.5 per cent of overall exports from the country, these sectors account
for very high employment potential, perhaps the highest among all product
sectors, and also value-added component as much as the net foreign exchange
earnings, The total handicrafts exports from India amounted to Rs.5835.97
crorein 1997-98, which increased to Rs.9270.56 crore in 2000-01, registering
an annual growth rate of 14.71 per centin rupee terms and 7.64 per cent in
USD terms. In March 2014, the exports have shown an increase of US$ 234,33
million i.e, the exports increased by 28.37 per cent over the similar month in
2013. The export figure for 2013-14 stood at US$ 3.8 billion. Exports of Indian
handicrafis have grown atarate ofaround 7 per cent since 2001-02°

According to a World Bank Repaort, there are 9-10 million craft workers in
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India including part-timers. The crafts account
for 15-20 per centof the country's manufacturing
workforce, and contribute 8 per cent of GDP in
manufacturing. According to the Sub-group for
Handicrafts: Tenth Plan, handicrafts GDP
contributed about 25 per cent of the GDP of
unregistered manufacturing sector in the
country, and about 7.5 per cent of the total
manufacturing sector GDF The size of the market
for handicrafts in India in 1994-95 was about $4.6
billion, of which exports constituted about 18 per
cent. The annual growth of market in real terms
{1989-95) aggregated 1.6 per cent [domestic)
and 6 per cent (exports).

Marketing problem in Handicraft:

Artisans face several problems in marketing. In
view of shortage of financial resources and small
scale of operation; advertising publicity cannot be
undertaken by artisans. Hence, it is suggested
that the Corporation may increase advertising
and publicity for all the crafts. The Corporation
should save the artisans from the exploitative
clutches of middlemen by purchasing handicrafts
at remunerative prices from artisans by giving
payments promptly.”’Thus, government of
Handicrafts required to, play a vital role in solving
the marketing problems faced by artisans.

Key Marketsand Export Destinations:

Today, owing to the increase in the manufacture
and exportofhandicrafts, Indian handicrafts have
reached every part of the world. Some of the
major export destinations for Indian handicrafts
include the following:

» Indian handicrafts are exported across
geographies with the top 10 markets being
the U5, the UK, the UAE, Germany, France,
LAC, Italy, the Netherlands, Canada and
Australia’

The UAE was the third-largest importer of
Indian handicrafts with imports worth
approximately US$ 348 millionin2013-14.

Indian handicraft exports to LAC, the
Netherlands, Canada and Australia garnered
export shares of 3.92 per cent, 2.91 per cent,
2.29 per cent and 1.87 per cent, respectively,
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in 2013-14. The products exported included
art metalware, woodware, hand printed
textiles and scarves, embroidered and
crocheted goods, shawls, zari and zari goods,
imitation jewellery and miscellaneous
handicrafts such as lace, toys, etc.

# The EU countries {such as the UK, Germany,

France, ltaly and Metherlands), in 2013-14,
accounted for approximately 28.5 per cent of
total handicrafts exported from India. The LIS
was the second highest importer from India
and accounted for approximately 26 per cent
ofthe total exports.
In 2013-14, the export of embroidered and
crocheted goods brought in the most revenue
to the country of about US$ 880.5 million
followed by art metal wares of about US§H
716,08 million.

Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts:

The Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts
(EPCH) is the apex body of the Government of
India and works under the administrative control
of the Ministry of Textiles, Government of India.
EPCH has the distinction of being considered a
'model council', a self-sustaining body that self-
finances all promotional activities

Strengths:

= Rich traditions of excellence in arts and
crafts,
Development of supply-chain with skill
specialisation.
Component level manufacturing, providing it
the efficiency and skill requirements.
Achievable facceptable social standards,
Labour laws conforming to | LO Conventions.
High employment potential,
Highly export-driven, for foreign exchange

accrual.
Weaknesses:

# Unorganized marketing and inadequate
market information.

» Inadequate support mechanism for product
development.
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Power interruptions and other infrastructural
deficiencies.

Inadequacy of raw material at appropriate
prices,

Lack of mechanism for dispersal of
technology for enhancing productivity and
final finishing,

Lack of investment for fulfilling international
requirements.

A general poor image of the country as a
supplier of quality goods with consistency,

Opportunities:

Alarge trained, skilled manpower base.
Existinginternational presence,
Existing social interventions and structure,
Traditional knowledge base,
Growing export market for quality products
and reduction in acceptance of mass-
produced products, especially in Europe and
USA.
Growing environmental concerns.
Growing sophistication and buying power of
Indian consumers’,

Threats:

~ Competitors gaining market share on
strength ofvolume and price.
Competitors edging out Indian exporters on
strength of quality.
Growing environmental concerns in the
country affecting supply of raw material.
International campaigns against child
labour and social standards,
Lack of coordination between institutions
affecting production and exports.
Increased competition among indigenous
suppliers leading to price wars, high
transportation costs.
Excessive reliance on state incentives and
props

Management:

The state should have a clear mandate for the

handicrafts/cottage industries being looked

| 114 Shodhshree / April-June 2015

after by aspecific nodal directorate /department.
A critical review needs to be carried out by a
reputed non-government agency/institution,
even by a foreign expert with or without
assistance from UNDP/World Bank to evaluate
the efficacy of the schemes and the programmes
initiated so far by the state and the Centre for the
growth of handicraflts in the state, for
appropriate lessons to be learnt and strategies to
be formulated.

A clear need is highlighted for a proper synergy
and coordination to be ensured between the
Central and state government agencies and
institutions involved in the development of
handicrafts as much as it is imperative that the
institutional mechanism is infused with the
requisite ethos and elan appropriate to this vital
sector which essentially deals with the
community which has existed on fringes; a
concerted and sustained effort to provide them
support would itself be an important task There
is over 800 staff of the Development
Commissioner [Handicrafts) in the central
region whose strength obviously needs to be
drastically pruned and their deployment
appropriately reoriented ”,
Different developmental schemes, and agencies,
in the purview of the state government involved
in rural development, infrastructure
development, industrial development, etc.
would necessitate proper coordination for the
resources to be correctly targeted according to
an umbrella master plan that may to be put in
place. The State Directorate of Industries should
conducta

survey on occupational hazards/diseases

associated with certain crafts, and follow up for

appropriate technique,/ process/methods to
overcome them.

#  Welfare-oriented programmes in favour of
craftsmen should be taken up by harnessing
schemes in areas like Rural Development,
Education and Health, etc.

#  The issue of craftsmen's housing needs may
belinked to rural housing programmes.
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The programmes and schemes undertaken
by DC(H] are thinly spread. There are a large
number of personnel. Whereas there is a
need for close synergy and coordination not
only between Central and state agencies and
institutions but also among those within the
state/Centre for focused targeting of
beneficiaries and sectors in order to bring
about a gqualitative improvement in the
infrastructure for sustainable growth of
specificproducts”,
Conclusion;

Handicraft is such a product that when a buyer
likes it, heis prepared to pay a price, whichmay be
far in excess of the standard price of the product.
The prime consideration is his liking of the
product, Channel agents, such as middlemen,

retailer or distributor try to capitalize on such
possibilities and earn significant profit almost
wholly at the cost of the craftsmen. Handicraft
product may be categorized on the basis of price,
export on domestic market, ease of maintenance,
ease of storage, utility value or decorative value
and modernity or traditional orientation.
Besides, it is necessary for likeminded
institutions to come together to provide the
strategic direction and action plans to evolve
systems. Procedure and norms related to design,
market, technology, innovation and guality of life
so that product designs, technology and
marketing become integral part of the craft up
gradation and repositioning process.
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Craft is the standard mark of creativity and the
essential differentiator for a country in the
sweeping wines of globalization. Most
importantly, craft has to become a fountainhead
for both industrial design and communication
design, for deriving the differential advantage of

Indian design in the global market place.
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n Individual or organization that's willingness to take risk as well as
the threats to which an organization exposed. A risk profile identifies:

The acceptable level of risk an individual or corporation is prepared to
accept. A corporation's risk profile attempts to determine how the
corporation's willingness to take risk (or aversion to risk) will affect its
overalldecision-maling strategy.
The risks and threats faced by an organization. The risk profile may
include the probability of resulting negative effects, and an outline of the
potential costs and level of disruption for each risk.
Risk profiling, while taking into account the risk assessment is the process of
an appropriate investment strategy. Sound and well thought out design
practices to avoid the risk of exposure to our customers' level of consultant is
able to understand. Have an impact on the decision making process, each of
which has three primary aspects of risk are:
Requires Risk - the client will be required to achieve the goals that the risks
associated with the return -a financial characteristic

Potential Risks - financial feature - it can afford to take vour customer means
theamountofrisk.

Risk Tolerance- a psychological trait - the level ofrisk to the customer prefer,

Assessing the risk profile oftheir customers to keep in mind:

F Your client's risk tolerance, risk capacity and risk necessary to assess
separately.
Customer's risk tolerance, risk capacity and risk necessary to look for
anomalies compare [indings.

The risk-return tradeoffs Explain. Tolerance is a very high risk for a client,
but for example a low risk potential, it is necessary to achieve your goals,
explain the optimal level ofrisk.
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Risk Assessment Required:

#  The software requires a good plan should be
used to determine risk

# To be able to determine risk consultant goals,

The Optimal Portfolio:

A portfolio above this
ciirve & impossibl

K

= Low Risk/Low Return

current and anticipated income and expenses,
and current and prospective customers to
obtain information about assets and liabilities
required to be proficient.

Optimal portiolkes
-T. should lie on this
curve (kmow as

High Risk/High Return ¢pe "Efficient

Frontier")

Medium Risk/Medium Return

Paortfolios below the curveare
not efficlent, because for the
samie risk one could achieve a
greater return.

Risk% [Standard Deviation)

Your Customers need to Risk Assessment are
the Common Mistakes that you should Avoid:
» Instead of blindly relying on historical data,
looking into the future expected returns
Life, health care expenses, etc, insufficient
allowances to longevity
Required risk / return portfolio flows away
from the risk/return, resulting in
rebalancing portfolios with regular intervals
hot
Assess the Potential Risk

¥ The risk of a person's financial planning
capability unexpected [negative)] can
withstand the impact of the events is to what
extent.
The actual returns are often lower than
expected returns and therefore need to be
responsible for the client's plan, given the
factthatis required to determine,

Risk Tolerance Assessment

# Risk tolerance depends largely on one's
emotional balance is a physiological
parameter.

Industry-standard, non-use of psychometric
questionnaires or interview technigues it is
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difficult to assess their client’s risk tolerance
arevalid and reliable to establish fair will find
Joadwaijrs.

# Thus, the psychometric test is a clear
understanding of their client's risk tolerance
isimportant to be inorder.

Include your Customer's Risk Tolerance

Assessment, While Mistakesare Usually:

# Unclear, incorrectly worded questionnaire

#  thelack of explanation about the methodology
to assess the risks entailed in tolerance
An interview is completely dependent on
subjective judgments as
jointly assessing risk tolerance joints instead
assess individual toleranc
a customer's investment trend and that
discrepancies arise between their answers to
guestionnaires ignore

Inconsistencies in Risk Tolerance, Risk needs

and Potential Risks:

# Anundershoot - about 60% of cases, the risk
is consistent with the risk tolerance, the
[desired risk capacity] with an investment
strategy that will achieve the client's goals,

Insimple terms, given the resources available
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to the customer overly ambitious goal.
Cases, requires risk, and 30% of the potential
risks and risk tolerance are more or less in
line.
aovershoot - the remaining 10% of cases, the
risk is lower than the client's goals and risk
tolerance isrequired to achieve.
Requires risk and risk tolerance is a
mismatch of yvour client's problem and you
can guide the final decision should be yours-
but please remember not,
How important to your client's risk is higher
than the risk tolerance- undershoot, where do
youdeal with a situation?
» Takemorerisk
# Investmore
» Easily goals
Undershoot in a different type of risk exposure is
consistent with the need for tolerance, but the
target {s]) (investment strategy is not enough
potential risks) that would be achieved is not
enough certainty,
= Therefore, in the case of a simplified advice,
the client is allowed to solve this problem,
which has three options:

During the period of investment is
committed to additional fundingand / or ie.,
delay time goal to expand the horizons and /
or

aimtoreduce

Failing that, the client fully intended target
underperforming investment can not be
achieved in the time frame that would mean
that you will need to acceptthe fact.
How do you deal with an overshoot? By way
of contrast, far less common overshoot
situation presents the happy choice.
Customer growth to accelerate or add goals,
now spend more will have the option to visit
alessvolatile,

Risk Perception:

» Before concluding, it is appropriate to give
some consideration to the notion of risk.
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Investors, especially new investors usually
exposures, risk and return, and the range of
possible outcomes, including the possibility
and probability of extreme events, especially
the relationship between well are not aware
about.

Investors will make decisions based on their
perception of the risks involved.

Underestimate risk in a growing market
estimated to be more likely in a falling market.
In the past, investors encouraged, be warned
and may later need Lo,

The consultant through education of
investors manages risk and return
expectations thatare critically important,
Risk profiling process of education is directly
real life issues and decisions being considered
to be tied, presents a unique educational
opportunity.

Risk Return Trade Off:

The risk return trade-off does indicate that if the
investor is willing to take high risks 5o
accordingly it expects high returns and vice versa
if the low-risk tool, which returns will be satisfied
with canrelate to. For example, if an investor Bank
FD, who return with low risk medium to render.
But as soon as he secured the funds to invest in
and further increases capital gains bonds that
back as bank deposits, but also the same ratio
increases the risks involved a comparison of.
Thus investors investment their primary
instrument as mutual funds, mutual fund as
professional management, diversification, and
liquidity. That doesn't mean that mutual fund
investments in risk-free. This is because the
money is deposited in that only funds which
investin riskier butalso includes a high risk in the
stock market is invested in, but can expect high
returns.

Conclusion:

General, the greater the risk associated with any
investment, the greater the return required.
Either risk profile - whether used to describe the
willingness to accept risk or an evaluation of the
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risks to which an entity is exposed - can be
expressed in graphical form. Risk is often
measured in terms of risk probability - the
likelihood that a risk will occur and risk impact-a
measure of the consequences (such as project
costs and schedule) if the risk occurs. Investors,
for example, can evaluate the risk to which a
portfolio is exposed and malke buy and sell
decisions based on this risk and their willingness
to acceptrisk Itisalso said that who take high risk
get high return and who take low risk expected
low return [ In financial term)

Risk is the potential of losing something of value.
Values (such as physical health, social status,
emotional well being or financial wealth) can be
gained or lost when taking risk resulting from a
given action, activity and/or inaction, foreseen or
unforeseen. Risk can also be defined as the
intentional interaction with uncertainty.
Uncertainty is a potential, unpredictable,
immeasurable and uncontrollable outcome, risk
is a consequence of action taken in spite of
uncertainty.
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Risk perception is the subjective judgment people

mal¢e about the severity and/or probability of a

risk, and may vary person to person. Any human

endeavor carries some risk, but some are much
riskier than others,
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he great cultural heritage of South India nourished and shaped

through various dynasties that ruled during different phases of history

is a unique tradition that is representative of various developments in
the field of art, culture, polity and economy. Patronised by the rulers there
flourished in South a distinct literary form that evolved as Sangam Literature,
This body of literature provides us with in depth knowledge of South Indian
society and its cultural heritage. Women are an essential part of social
existence and real culture of any society can be understood only by the way it
treats its women. The status of women inany given society is real indicator of
its cultural values. This paper is an attempt to look into the society of Tamil
land through its literature with reference to its women,

The Sangam Age in South India is a landmark in her history. The word Sangam
is the Tamil form of the Sanskrit word Sangha which means a group of persons
or an association, The Tamil Sangam was an academy of poets and bards who
flourished in three different periods and in different places under the
patronage of the Pandyan kings. It is believed that the first Sangam was
attended by gods and legendary sages, and its seat was Ten Madurai. All the
works of the first Sangam have perished. The seat of the second Sangam was
Kapatpuram, another capital of the Pandyas. [t was attended by several poets
and produced alarge mass ofliterature, but only Tolkappiyam [the early Tamil
grammar) has survived.

The seat of the third Sangam was the present Madurai. It has also produced
vast literature, but only a fraction of it has survived. It is this fraction which
constitutes the extant body of Sangam literature. The Age ol the Sangam is the
age to which the Sangam literature belonged. The Sangam literature
constitutes an ocean of information on conditions of life around the beginning
ofthe Christian era.

These beautiful manuscripts, which were etched on palm leaves, were lost for
over 800 years. Although through various commentaries written many
centuries after the Sangam age which contained references to the literary
work people knew about Sangam literature yet they were buried amidst the
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collections of temple monasteries and some
family collections. They came to light only when
U.V. Swamintha lyer started the process of
editing and compiling the documents in 1883 at
the Thiruvavaduthurai Shaiva monastery, but for
his efforts, this process of recovery would not
have started then.

Among the poets and thinkers of the Sangam age
Tolkappiyar, Tiruvalluvar, lllango Adigal, Sittalai
Sattanar, Nakkirar, Kapilar, Paranar, Auvaivar,
Mangudi Marudanar and a few others are
outstanding, Sangam literature consists of the
earliest Tamil works (such as the Tolkappivam),
the ten poems (Pattupattu), the eight
anthologies (Ettutogai) and the eighteen minor
works (Padinenkilkanaklu), and the three epics.

As we go through Sangam literature we find
various references pertaining to condition of
women during the period. The actual position of
women during Sangam period is hard to outline
as we find great diversity in literary evidences. as
we go through various poems and epics we find
educated and revered women who is liberated
enough to choose her husband, we find
institution of marriage which accepted
elopement as a form of valid marriage, we also
find educated women who has contributed to the
body of Sangam literature, but we alse find
evidences of social norms which make her
position subservient to man in the society. It is
through such major evidences that we can say
that there was no equality between men and
women legally as well as socially'. Women of the
Sangam age had much responsibility, though
economically dependent on male counterpart as
husband earned money, it was her duty to
preserve it for the maintenance of her family”,

There was Patriarchal society in Sangam age and
women had the status not equal to men. They
had to follow lots of rules, which were not meant
for men. There is no evidence for punishing a
man who left his wife and went to prostitute’.
Kannagi was expected to lead a life of nun when
her husband left her for living an immoral life
and noe one linds a fault in him. There are
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evidences, which show that the Sangam age
women were treated as worst creatures during
war and as booties of war after war. For example,
in Maladivar, a Tamil king named Nannan
imprisoned his enemy's wives in a war. He
shaved their hair and made it as a rope to tie the
elephant’,

During the Sangam period there was no mention
of social and legal equality between men and
women, Tolkappivam mentions that the women
are guarded by three virtues of Acham, Nanam &
Madan. It implicitly states that a woman should
have self restraint, mental peace, and
uprightness, uttering only what is purposeful
and essential, ability to discriminate between
good and evil and have an unfathomable mind.

Women were expected to play a passive role and
be a dutiful wife, discharging her duties as an
earnest wilfe, An ideal woman was one who was
always faithful and subservient to her husband.
Reserve and restraint arising from modesty were
considered as essential feminine virtues. A
normal housewife was supposed to be chaste,
dutiful and modest and reputed women were
entitled to use “a flag”; Nannan's wife in Natrinai
anthology got rewarded to use a flag’. Loyalty
and virtuousness were considered as good
virtues of women and they were praised.
'Kalithogai' says that loyal women could bring
rain through their virtuousness",

A chaste woman is often described in Sangam
literature. Chastity is termed as 'Karpu' in Tamil,
In Silapadikaram, llango Adigal emphasizes that
chastity is inner taboo for woman. Love is
defined as the undying affection existing
between lovers. Their relationship is like body
and soul and a symbol of unification and
inseparable’. The woeful tale of Kannaki, the
eternally suffering chaste wife who bore her
husband's unchasteful behavior, has emerged as
the example of the powers that enshrine in a
chaste woman,

The Tamil classical work Sillapadikaram in

which Kovalan, the husband of Kannaki was
living with Madhavi fascinated by the latter's
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charm and grace though she was a devadasi. At
one stage Kovalan regretted for his injustice to
his wile and returned to his wife, Kannaki and
sought her pardon. Kannaki expressed "you had
been leading a life of moral turpitude
condemned by men of wisdom, But | am a
woman of inimitable fidelity. However when you
announced your wish to go to Madurai, to eke out
a living I agreed to accompany vou to that city”
Her love for her husband was larger than the
world, loftier than skies and deeper than the sea,

Setting an ideal for all married women sheagrief
striken Kannagi, clasped her “"innocent
Kovalan's" (ironical as Kovalan may be innocent
incase oftheft but for Kannagi heisaculpritashe
has maintained relationship with another
woman neglecting his duly wedded wife but
society does not consider that as crime and so
Kannagi accepts him as innocent) feet as he left
his human form escorted by Gods. In her pain
and anguish she cries ‘Are there good men here?
Are there good men who cherish their children
and guard them with care? This line signifies that
only children are to be cherished not wives and
shows the lowly status of woman in society. She
now seeks justice for a man who had made her
penniless by selling off all her jewels for his
mistress and from whom she faced neglect. It is
her 'karpu’ chastity which is now empowering
Kannagi to avenge the death of her unchaste
husband. Psychologically viewed it is a
hysterical outburst of years of suppression and
repression of desires combined with the mental
anguish of bearing the humiliation of Kovalan's
blatant infidelity with no recourse for justice ina
world where the patriarchy sets an ideology of
morals thathas differentcodes for women,

In her anger and anguish, Kannagi resorts to self
mutilating behaviour. She tore the left breast
from her body and Mung it on the scented streets
of Madurai and thus caused flames Lo rise.
Although she Fulfils her wifely duties by
defending the honour of her unchaste husband
yetshe is denied dignified death as she dies a few
days later, weak with loss of blood outside the
city walls and then is 'reunited with unchaste
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Kovalan in Heaven to continue the agony of living
with a philanderer".

Despite of her high moral conduct and chaste
character she is not the one who is escorted by
Gods towards heaven that honour was for
Kovalan, the unfaithful husband. This incidence
shows that man was free to behave as he liked
and all his shortcomings were accepted as right
behaviour and if anyvone was to be blamed it was
woman, Kannagi went unescorted by Gods,
unlike Kovalan. However, she has been deified in
temples and has earned praise as a paragon of
wifely lovalty, chastity, venerated and
worshipped as 'Pathini’, Even her memories are
of a faithful wife and not of awoman who had the
courage to seek justice.

The loyal women were respected highly in the
society, When Kovalan returned to Kannagi he
was repenting profusely for his bad behaviour
and for forsaking her and his parents. Words of
admiration were pouring out of his heart for
Kannagi's unequivocal and gracious acceptance
of his apologies with grace and for her
unhesitating approval of his suggestion to leave
Puhar and go to Madurai. Instead of being
critical, Kannagi said that thanks to his return
she had now regained the opportunity of alms
giving to virtuous people, of hospitality to
brahmins, and of service to ascetics. She also
pointed out that his parents gave her so much
support during his absence that she felt no ill
feeling towards anvone. These lines show the
accepted behaviour and qualities of a housewife
during Sangam period,

Although the society was patrilineal but we find
mention of women education in Sangam literature.
Many poetesses like Oveyar and Nachcheliyar were
counted among notable and great poets. Although
generally women looked after household only-
fulfilling social responsibilities of their husbands
vetprofessional roles were not denied to them',

In the matter of education women were given
equal importance. Women were taught [yal
(literature) Isai (music) and Natakam (Drama)
and men were given training for developing their
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physical stamina. Women who were proficient in
Ival, Isai and Natakam were known as
"Mudublkuravai’. Hango Adigal in his famous
Tamil epic, Chillapathikaram characterizes

Kannaldi as Mudulkuravai’,

Some of the educated women counselled the kings
in the battlefield. They were brave and equal to
men in many other aspects. Some of the famous
sangam poetesses were Avvaiyar, Kakkai
Pattiniyar, Okkur Masathiyar, Natchellaivar,
Mappasalaiyar, Nannagaiyar, Anjil Anjivar, Adi
Manthi, Paari Mahalir, Kopperum Pendu, Pon
Mudiyar, Mudanthama Kanniyar, Vennikuyathiyar
and Velliveedhiyar'",

Sangam age mothers were brave enough to send
their sons happily to the battle field. "Purananury’
mentions the brave woman as 'Mudin Magalir' or
"Maraikudi Magalir', Sangam mothers wanted
their sons to be brave enough to die as soldiers
with a great name. In Purananuru, Okkur
Masathiyar a poetess of Sangam age mentioned
that a woman was ready to cut off her breasts, if
her son ran away from the battle field. Tholkapiyar
says that a brave mother was happy and proud
when she saw her dead son in the battle field with
awound onhis chest.

The marriage was conducted after the girl's
puberty'. The wedding day was to be fixed on the
basis of horpscope. There would be worship on
the previous day of the wedding function. The
bride would wear agarland of 'Sirissaleaves' and
‘Arugam Pul tuber' (a kind of grass). There was
no evidence for 'Thali' in the Sangam literature as
well as in Chilapathigaram. There was no
evidence of fire or appraiser to conduct the
wedding ceremony'’. In Sangam age, there
prevailed a custom that the bridegroom had to
offer price to the bride. It was called "Mulai
Viali'’,

Love marriages were very common in Sangam
age. The rich men gave their daughters in
marriage to the winner of the Bullfight', There
were child marriages too, Kannagi and Kovalan
marriage was an example for this. Silapadikaram
says that sixteen year old Kovalan married
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twelve year old Kannagi. This marriage was
arranged by their parents. Megasthanis, author
of the book 'Indica’, mentioned a marriage held
in the country of Pandyas. It was a marriage
conducted to a six or seven year old girl by her
parents'.

Although there was considerable social freedom
enjoved by women and they were trained in
dance and music and were respected for their art
& knowledge but the birth of a daughter was
certainly not as happy an event as that of a bay.
“Tolkappivum” says that birth of a daughter is
birthofanewsorrow’

As wives, women were considered to be
responsible for husband's rise and fall of fortune,
She was supposed to serve him in every manner
and to keep him happy was considered to be her
main virtue, Wives were supposed to live and
comply to family conditions of her husband even
if he goes wrong although she may try to correct
him yet to be with him in this life and others to
come should be her main desire. Even if she has
to live in penury and lowly conditions she should
save her hushand's honour by refusing help from
her own father. Such statements show status of
women to be poor in comparison to man.

Although she was praised as the light of the
house hold and hailed as the harbinger of good
luck in the life of her husband she was not placed
equal. Motherhood was respected, lord Murugan
(Kartikeya, son of Shiva) was prayed for children,
we find mention of mothers who took pride in
the acts of their warrior sons who had gone to the
battlefield. Ladies of those families who had
given their lives for the security and safety ofthe
nation were called “Mutlin Maklir".

In the marriage rituals described in
Sangamliterature only mothers of son's were
allowed to be part of rituals as daughter bearing
women were not considered to be auspicious.
This reflects the true nature of the society which
although seems to be giving rights and freedom
to women yet considers birth of a girl child
inauspicious and does not give her mother right
to be partof wedding rituals for another women,
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During Sangam Age polygamy was practical
although most of the people married only once
and it was a male dominated relationship and
usually newly married couple resided in a
separate house.

Evidences of Sati are found in Sangam Literature.
Public opinion was in favour of Sati and Sati's
Valour and her devotion towards her husband is
praised in literature. Manimekhalai says that a
true wife is one who enters the burning pyre of
her dead husband like one enters cold water.
Although Sangam literature does not use the
word"” Sati" as such but the word. “Tippayeydal”
means jumping into fire, but we certainly do not
find references of forced "Sati” perhaps the
widowhood was so unbearable that women
preferred burning alive.

MNeelkanth Shastri opines that there is no
indication of "Sati” in Kooral and to spend a life of
strict discipline and austerity was considered
ideal for women from all classes and perhaps
"“Sati" was exception once a while. H.C. Shrinivas
Murthi is of the opinion that "Sati" was a usual
practice and considered to be very khonourable
although not every widow performed sati.
“Perunnagopedadu” the intelligent wife of
Pandya ruler performed 5ati for the fear of
becoming widow. "Purunaaru” describes that
when “Andiraan” a feudal chief died then his
wives performed Satl, “Manimaikhelai” describes
“Aadirai” who decided to commit Sati on hearing
of her husband's death but fire does not burn her
as her husband was alive and came back after
sometime, Women who performed "Sati" were
called “Nall lol”

We also find references to the act of embracing
death by wives of slain soldiers by going to the
battlefield and hugging the dead body of her
husband. Many widows fasted after the death of
their husbands. Many widows performed Sati for
the fear of leading a hard life devoid of colour.
When wife of Pandya rular "Buta Paandiyan”
entered the burning pyre of her husband she said
that she is not the type of woman who could lead
the life of a widow and the burning fire seems Lo
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her like a pond full of lotus in comparison to
widowhood.

Widow re-marriage was not permitted and they
were given only cold rice and leafy vegetables to
eat. They were supposed to sleep in the backyard
of house on bare floor, their glance was
considered inauspicious, and they could not take
part in festivities. Their heads were shaved;
ornaments removed and made to look ugly so that
no man would be attracted towards them,
Perhaps this forced many to perform Sati.

From the poems full of male heroism we also
gather instances of patriarchal violence against
women which takes the form of both physical as
well as socio emotional torture. The poems
clearly show that these patriarchal values made
the widow's life on earth a living hell as she was
forced to cut her beautiful flowing tresses which
were an integral part of her beauty, she was
forced to remove her bangles and was inficted
every kind of indignity upon her body and soul., It
does not come as a surprise that when widowed
even queens preferred death to such continuous
dishonour and Queen Perunkoppendu chides
those around her for not allowing her to commit
"Sati”

All you noble men with your perverse planning!
I am not a woiman to endure eating a ball of
boiled rice
Squeezed within a hand and left lving overnight
on a leaf
Without a touch of fine fragrant ghee pale as the
seeds
From a curving cucumber striped like a squirrel
and split
Open with a sword, or to eat food of steamed velol
leaves,

Nor am I one to sleep without a mat, upon a bed
of stanes!"

(FURUNARU Verse 246)
Thus we find that although women in general was
treated well during Sangam age, she was

educated, respected and hailed as better half and
soul mate, yet the sole reason for her existence
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was to please her husband and to be a dutiful and
chaste wife, She was supposed to be dutifulin life
and death. Widowhood was so despicable that
they chose Sati over it. Fidelity among men was
not an expected trait but was essential for
women,

I conclude my paper with the poem [rom
Paripadal which instructs a chaste wife that she
should not expect that she can control her man's
passion, and it is futile for her to wish that he will
not go for a concubine even though he is married
to her.

“0 innocent one, You are angry,
but ignorant of the ways of the world,
Can a wife spurn her husband who is besotted by
the other women he desires?
Can she stop him? Of course not. Do not be angry.
Do not be angry.
0, woman, as slender as a creeper,
can the flow of passion be stopped or contained
when itis let loose?
Of course not.
{Paripadal 20: 90-95)
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he 73" Amendment by mandating a minimum one-third reservation

for women in the membership as well in the positions of Chairpersons

of Panchayats at all the three levels, namely, the village, district and
intermediate levels, gives representation to women. The Amendment
included one vear's transitional period for the slots to amend their panchayat
legislation to conform to this new Amendment. All the states without
exception have given only one-third reservation to women though the
amendment spoke of "not less than one-third" representation for women in
membershipas well as in Chairpersons’ positions.

The Amendment spoke of mandatory rotation of the reserved positions of
Chairperson, but apparently not of the post of members. (It will be evident
from the words "Shall be in the former case [Act 243D (4)], and 'may be' in the
latter core [Act. 243 DG /). All the State Legislations have however rotation of
members as well as Chairperson's positions. In fact, where the states have
included reservation for backward/ other backward classes which is only
discretionary in the Constitutional Amendment, they have stipulated one
third reservation for women among these groups also,

While the States have restricted themselves to giving only the minimum
mandated one-third reservation for some in panchayat membership and the
chairpersons positions, some of the States have given them reservation in the
position of vice-Chairperson too, For instance, Orissa gives the post of vice
Chairperson to a women if the chairperson's post is held by a man. Assam too
has similar stipulations. In West Bengal, the vice-chairperson's post also has
reservation for SC/ST and women on the same lines as for the posts of
Chairpersons. On the other hand, Karnataka and Meghalaya made legislative
changes for rotating the Chairperson's reservations in twenty months and one
year respectively. Thus, one panchayat tenure of five years will have three or
five Chairpersons limiting the scope of developing sufficient leadership and
the possibility of showing performance legislative changes in the State
Panchayat laws were followed by elections and by 1998, with the fresh
elections held after these legislative changes, move than eight lakh women
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had entered these newly mandated Panchayats in
twenty States and four Union Territories. Such
entry of women in these grassroot democratic
structures has not gone unnoticed particularly
because of their presence in the one-third
positions of chairpersons. This specially at the
village Panchayat level, gives then a role not only
of chairing the meetings of the local body but also
an executive authority with a major role is
successful working of the panchavat. With caste,
class and gender interesting and with patriarchal
structures still sufficiently strong, the reactions,
comments and responses have a mix of disbelief,
anxiety and assumption of women's innate
disability in shouldering these new
responsibilities in the public space because of
their illiteracy, lack of mobility, seclusion and
dependency in different parts of the country.

The new elections also led to recognition of the
identify of women and their presence in
panchayats in such proportion as to forma critical
mass. This is arefreshing contrast fromthe earlier
take presence when even in an all women
panchayat in Maharashtra, the gram Sevak talled
of all persons attending the Gram Sabha though
women were not attending and did not see the
anomaly in women not attending the Gram Sabha
in all women Panchayat. As we see in the
following conversation will the Gram Seval:.

"Who attends the

Gram Sabha?' we

ask. 'Everyone', he

says.

'Everyone?"Yes, everyone!’

'Do the men

attend? we

specify. "yves' The

women?' No.MNo.'
Earlier studies of women representatives in
panchayats before the 73rd Amendment noted
the major presence of women from the dominant
sections, e.g, from Maharashtra and families
owning more than 20 of land in Maharashtra”
and Lingoyats and Vokkalingas in Karnataka,' But
the profile of the new women in post-73rd
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Amendment panchayats should that the majority
were illiterate and a large percentage were from
features of in the lower socio-economicstructure.

They were comparatively younger than the
earlier entrants and were predominantly first
generation entrants to public,/political life,

A study of twelve all women panchayats in
Maharashtra documented male family members
support for women's coming into Panchayats, but
such supports were tentative and interspersed
with typical anxieties expressed in such
comments as "Who will make the chapatis" and
"So long as you mind the kind”' Now with the
country’s constitution making it mandatory, the
make members have discovered the importance
of women and encouraged them to stand for
elections leading to assumptions/beliefs in their
being only "proxy' and their husbands being
'‘Sarpanch pati’ and "pradhan pati’ (husband of the
chairperson).

A number of micro studies have documented the
profile and experience of these women and
perceptions about their new role. A study in
Haryana noted how most government officials
lock to the make kins of elected women to attend
meetings."" Reservations created a space for
women's need within the structural framework of
politics and has "Legitimised” women's issues,
but women have to be aware of their new political
power. A study of women in Panchayatin Madhya
Pradesh noted positive responses of 82 percent
women about their participation in the panchayvat
meetings, but it also observed that in most cases
they were nolt given opportunity to speak or to
express themselves,” A report from rural Orissain
Ganjam district after reservation of one-third
seats for women indicated a positive pattern of
emerging women' leadership even in a
predominately traditional setting with male
dominance in the family.” A study in Pudokottai
and Thiruvallu districts in Tamil Nadu noted the
very good attendance of women representatives
in panchayat meetings."

The family has been seen sometimes as
controlling and dictating actions and decisions of

IS5N 2277-5587

127]




women representatives, But other have sean the
family members as highly supportive of women's
new responsibilities. These studies have also
noted women's increasing awareness and
confidence levels, aspirations, performance, and
priorities for crucial Social and Economic needs
and also the counter-forces, obstacles and
handicaps faced by them. Others have noted how
they found it difficult to assect due to the family
pressures and social restrictions.

The negative perceptions/comments about the
new women in Panchayats are reflected in
pejorctive appellations of 'Sarpanchapati’ and
"Predhanpati' [Husband of Village Panchayat
Chairpersons) working on their behalf There
have been cases of women Chairpersons being
removed by successfully steering 'no confidence'
motions against them. But, women have also
fought back by coming back with high margins of
votes over their rivals in the elections held
subsequently to fill up these reserved positions
within six months as mandatec by constitutional
amendment.

A number of myths became current about
women's entry in a critical mass are their
performance in the new Panchayats, A study in
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh on
women's experience in the new Panchayats’
noted that the reservation for women
immediately led to four myths about their entry
and likely performance, (a) their passivity and
disinterest in political institutions. (b} only the
well-to do, upper strata women will come
through reservation (¢) women's political
connectivity only kins of powerful politicians will
enter Panchayats to keep the seats for them, and
lastly and most important, [d) women are only
proxy-'namesake’ members and they do not
participate in the Panchayats. The field data
collected in the study exploded these myths
without discounting existence and behavior of
some women who would fitinto this patriarchally
oriented framework.

The entry of women by contesting the reserved
posts disproved their disinterest in politics and
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the Socio-economic profile of these new women
in terms of their occupation, family background
and previous political experience of their families
showed that a large number of women had
entered from the lower socio-economic groups.
Women entered the Panchayats not only in the
reserved positions but also in some unreserved
positions too. Their profile reflected a wider
representation across social groups and also
included more than 40 percent from families
living below poverty line (B.P.L.) They were also
predominantly [57%) first generation entrant to
politics, Reservation for them across Social
Categories contributed to this wider
representation,

The participation in Panchayats has had an
impact on their sense of self. The data on their
perceplions, recognition, respect, enhanced
status, confidence levels, enhanced levels of
muobility and exposure their increased political
aspirations and community's perceptions and
evolution of their performance are seen as
markers of empowering process for this long
disadvantaged group. The debate on their
participation levels and their leadership
development continues, butit has been noted that
despite all the odds stacked against them, the
post-73rd Amendment Panchayats have shown
emerging leadership of rural women and that
they have moved ahead from the initial learning
phase in the first year after the 1994 and 1995
elections when they entered Panchayats in a
critical number for the firsttime,”

With the Second Panchayat elections held in the
States which had post-Amendment elections in
1994-1995, it is seen that majority of the women
continue to contrast positions reserved for them.
The rotation deprives even those women from
contesting again who have performed well in
their first five years, particularly where their
candidature has to be supported by the political
party formally or informally, due to resistance to
women's candidature from aspiring made
candidates within the political parties. The
mandatory or automatic rotation of the
reservation every five years of less has also not
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contributing to building and supporting
leadership of women and they have to wark
harder to contest subseguent elections. Women
are also only slowly learning how to build
alliances with other social collectives, with other
women and with other sections to build on their
initial entry in public life. This is where the civil
society and the women's movement in particular
have an important role to support women's
emerging leadership in the rural local bodies.

Empirical Studies on Panchayati Raj and
Weaker Sections;

Empirical studies were carried out in Panchayats

Kalwar and Pachar of [hotwara Panchayat Samiti

in Jaipur district and Panchayats Surajpura and

Noondri Maldev of JawajaPanchayat Samiti in

Ajmer district.

Weaker sections and PRI's have been empirically

studied from different angles and the main

findings are as under:-

(a) Level of awareness is guite high,
participation in PRI's increased due to
reservation,

(b) The weaker sections have immensely

benefited from the implementation of
developmental activities through PRI's,
One important finding is that by and large
caste as obstruction in development is
reaching in the background.
The empirical study has examined the
problem of weaker-sections and
Panchayati Raj from different perspective.
The conclusion is thatweaker sections have
subtely and certainly benefited from the
development programmes undertaken
through PRI's. Their awareness and
participation are cnascendancy.
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